
Written submission from West Coast Sea Products 
 
Our local MSP Emma Harper provided us with the opportunity to put forward a 
written statement to the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee regarding our 
experience of Brexit as a Scallop producer and exporter in Kirkcudbright, south-west 
Scotland.  The points I outline below are accurate observations of the first 5 weeks of 
2021 [and the 2 weeks before New Year when Anglo-French Brexit/COVID-19 
relations caused substantial losses to fish exporters such as ourselves] : - 
 
Export issues 
 

• We have not experienced paperwork related rejections to date, mainly down 
to a precautionary approach.  The French VAT situation has caused far 
greater confusion.  The more worrying aspect is the long term added cost of 
the paperwork. 

• Smaller customers simply not reachable at the present in France due to the 
paperwork costs. 

• Pre-Christmas Brexit politics and Dover chaos – £100k’s of projected orders 
WC 21.12.20 and 28.12.20 cancelled; substantial volumes of product was 
frozen as a result and remains in the cold store which will achieve much lower 
current market prices. 

• 2021 weeks 1-5.  Lost revenue £100k’s  due to a combination of Brexit and 
COVID, however mainly Brexit related since demand was still reasonable last 
November/December when France was in Lockdown.  Most processed 
product is being frozen as a result. 

• Small frozen groupage orders (1-2 pallets) are now unviable to Spain/Italy due 
to significant exporting costs. 

• WCSP owned and non-company owned vessel landings are being restricted 
as a result to try and manage the situation.  The price to the fishermen is not 
as high as it should be either and is disappointing since it was steadily 
recovering after the spring Lockdown 2020. 

• Ill anticipation of how anything will reach export customers when the channel 
gets busier when COVID restrictions are eased and the UK starts checking 
lorries enter the UK.   

 
Fishing issues 
 

• The loss in the export market and poorer prices is the main concern to 
fishermen across the UK, however we have lost a big chunk in access to fish 
for one of our important species: Queen Scallops. 

• As far as access to fishing is concerned, we are worse off than before Brexit 
for the reason that we can no longer fish for Queen Scallops in Southern 
Ireland between the 6-12nm which has been important to us since 2015.  This 
has been important to us since we have been increasingly displaced from our 
traditional Queen Scallop grounds over the last 10 years in the Irish Sea and 
set to lose more ground potentially due to big plans for wind farms in the latest 
round 4 of crown estate leasing.  To our disbelief our understanding is that the 
UK government in the Brexit negotiations simply did not know about the UK 
having a Queen Scallop interest in fishing EU waters such as in Southern 
Ireland in the last few years and therefore did not know that this was 



something to secure in the fisheries deal (unacceptable to say the least).  We 
are being told that by our industry reps that this is an ongoing issue and may 
be resolved through the course of this year concerning access arrangements; 
this however does not afford us any certainty in what is going to be a difficult 
future especially to long standing Scottish Queen Scallop interests in the Irish 
Sea. 
 

Stuart King 
 
 


