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___ 
28 May 2020 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
During my remote Committee appearance on 13 May 2020 I gave an undertaking to follow up 
with some extra information that was of interest to the Committee. 
 
Following clarification from the Committee Clerks received on 20 May I have considered these 
queries and answers are provided in the annex below. 
 
I trust that this will be of use to the Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MICHAEL MATHESON 
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ANNEX 
Query 
The number of passengers using the Caledonian sleeper service during lockdown and how 
this compares to pre-lockdown levels. 
 
Response 
Passengers per train per day is around 20 – 40 on weekdays which represents a fall in 
patronage of circa 90% since lockdown was introduced. Revenue for the franchise is down 
approximately 93% against forecasts. 
 
Query 
An update on the roll-out of the Places for Everyone programme, including an update on the 
measures that the Scottish Government, local authorities and other organisations are 
undertaking to encourage cycling and walking when streets are redesigned and road space 
is transferred from parking or vehicle traffic 
 
Response 
Transport Scotland has a long standing programme called Places for Everyone that is 
administered by Sustrans to provide high quality cycling and walking infrastructure. We have 
though transferred some of this funding for the new  Spaces for People fund, which is 
designed for the quick pop up infrastructure to help people socially distance during Covid-
19.  Committee Clerks confirmed with my officals that an update is requested on the new 
Spaces for People fund.  On Tuesday 26 May I announced to Parliament that, due to 
receiving applications already in excess of £10 million for this Fund, I would increase the 
funds available to £30 million. 
 
We receive regular updates from Sustrans; the total amount applied for as of 26 May is 
£13,520,286.   

 26 of 32 local authorities have either applied or registered interest in the scheme.  

 4 RTPs have applied or made an enquiry and two other eligible organisations have 
registered interest. 

 
9 awards have been made to date to a value of £1,553,286.  These are: 

 North Lanarkshire (£158,107 for 2 projects) 

 Dundee City Council (£460,000 for 3 projects) 

 Angus Council (£50,000 for initial application) 

 Dumfries and Galloway (£95,000 for 1 project) 

 Renfrewshire Council ( £37,225 for 1 project) 

 The Highland Council (£752,954 for 1 project) 
 
Further larger awards are expected in later this week. 
(City of Edinburgh Council and Glasgow City Council have implemented schemes prior to 
making claims) 
 
We have given local authorities guidance on how to use the existing legislative framework to 
put arrangements in place quickly.  Transport Scotland is preparing guidance to operators 
and users within transition planning that will include active travel. 
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Sustrans is supporting local authorities with a knowledge sharing hub to share details of 
schemes and inspire other, as well as practical details on implementation and promotion of 
new infrastructure. 
 
Query 
An update on the development of the Transport Transition Plan 
 
Response 
I delivered a statement to Parliament yesterday on the now published Transport Transition 
Plan which I trust provided enough detail for Committee members. A copy of the official 
report is here: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12658&i=114524 and the 
plan can be found here: https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-
transition-plan/.  
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