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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL – WORKPLACE PARKING LEVY 

AMENDMENTS 

SUBMISSION FROM COSLA 

1. COSLA welcomes the opportunity to submit its views on the amendment to the 

Transport (Scotland) Bill to create Workplace Parking Levy (WPL) schemes in 

Scotland. We recognise that a variety of opinions exist on WPLs and we have 

debated the issue at our Environment and Economy Board on two occasions and 

once at COSLA Leaders to establish the following position: 

 

• We support the principle of a WPL as a discretionary power and that Local 

Authorities to be able to choose whether or not they implement a scheme 

• We support Local Authorities having the maximum amount of flexibility to 

tailor a WPL to provide solutions to both local circumstances and national 

climate change targets through a robust and transparent consultation 

process 

• We support local authorities having the maximum powers to set how a 

WPL is delivered, including setting exemptions and discounts. 

 

2. The amendment as proposed seems to be broadly agreeable to our position and 

strikes a reasonable balance, however we support Local Authorities to have 

control over setting exemptions and discounts to their schemes and therefore do 

not support any nationally prescribed exemptions to WPLs. If it were to be 

amended further to put additional constraints on Local Authorities’ ability to shape 

the structure of a scheme, we would be concerned that this would undermine the 

deliverability of a WPL and the democratic decision making of local authorities.  

 

3. Fundamentally this is an issue of local democratic accountability and Local 

Authorities should be able to choose WPLs as an initiative which supports their 

wider transport and climate change strategies. Local Authorities should be free to 

design the structure of the scheme which provides the best solutions to their local 

circumstances without the imposition of a restrictive national model or ministerial 

intervention 

 

4. A WPL is a tool for the management of traffic and car usage and a mechanism 

for increasing public transport investment. In turn it can therefore contribute to 

wider climate change policy and air quality targets.  It is not a stand-alone policy 

and would sit alongside other policies and initiatives intended to reduce 

congestion, improve air quality and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Cross 

border or regional collaboration of schemes should also be an option available to 

local authorities looking to develop WPLs. 
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5. The shift in the debate on climate change in recent weeks has shown support for 

taking the necessary steps to reach a net zero target by 2045 as recommended 

by the Climate Change Commission. A WPL should be seen as part of the policy 

response to the climate emergency declared by both the Scottish and UK 

Parliaments, but we believe it is democratically legitimate for Local Authorities, 

through appropriate local engagement, to be able to choose whether or not a 

Levy supports a wider, local strategic response to climate change and the need 

to improve air quality. 

 


