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Dear Edward, 
 
I write to offer an update in respect of non-domestic rates for shootings and deer forests, 
following the commencement of Part 6 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 and 
consequently the entry of shootings and deer forests in the valuation rolls. I last wrote to you 
about this matter on 30 March. 
 
As I advised in my earlier correspondence,  Assessors have certain scope to make entries in 
the valuation rolls retrospectively and I can confirm they have now used those powers to 
create entries on the valuation roll for shootings and deer forests. 
 
I can confirm that over 10,000 valuation notices have issued from Assessors and rates bills 
are being issued separately by councils. A summary is in the table below.  
 
Assessors will complete any necessary additional valuations as and when any new 
information emerges from ratepayers. All 10,000 valuations are also available online at 
www.saa.gov.uk 
 

Description Number Rateable value 

Gross Bill  
(before relief is applied) 

Deer Forest 801 £4,060,590 £1,965,326 

Deer Forest (Part) 10 £30,050 £14,544 

Shooting Rights 9,368 £11,977,240 £5,803,445 

Shooting Rights (Part) 67 £162,205 £78,507 

Total 10,246 £16,230,085 £7,861,822 

 
However, I would again stress that many of these properties may be eligible for 100% rates 
relief under SBBS, in the same way as other properties, particularly in light of the increase in 
threshold for 100% relief to £15,000 rateable value from 1 April 2017.   
 
 

mailto:rec.committee@parliament.scot
http://www.saa.gov.uk/


 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
  

 

 
 
 
I am copying this letter to the Convenors of Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
Committee, Local Government and Communities Committee and Finance and Constitution 
Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEREK MACKAY 


