
  REF NO. REC/S5/18/TB/86 

RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 

TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM JOAN MACDONALD 

Parking provisions in the Transport Bill 
 

Vehicles parked on pavements are a major barrier to independence for people with sight 
loss, forcing people to walk in the road just to get past. 
 
I support the Scottish Government’s Transport (Scotland) Bill, which aims to make parking 
on pavements an enforceable offence. It will allow people with sight loss to go about their 
daily life with safety and confidence. 
 
Pavement parking also affects others in our communities, such as those with reduced 
mobility, wheelchair users, older people, and families with pushchairs. 
 
Parking on pavements is inconsiderate and puts people’s safety at risk. 
 
I think it's important this law ends pavement parking in Scotland because it is dangerous to 
pedestrians in many ways. 
 
It creates an obstacle to people using wheelchairs, mobility scooters, prams, pushchairs or 
just walking with children, as well as disabled or visually impaired people assisted either by 
guide dogs or a companion. 
 
At best, mothers with children, or disabled/visually impaired people walking with the aid of a 
companion may be forced to try and walk in single file; they may even be forced to take an 
alternative route, and neither of these scenarios is practical or desirable. At worst, it forces 
vulnerable pedestrians to move onto the road to pass pavement parked vehicles, putting life 
and limb at serious risk. 
 
For someone using a wheelchair or mobility scooter, it is often not even possible to move 
onto the road as there are often no dropped kerbs nearby to be able to get onto the road in 
the first place, but more importantly, to be able to get back onto the pavement once they 
have passed the offending vehicle. 
 
I have personal experience of this as an occasional mobility scooter user, as well as having 
several friends who rely on wheelchairs/scooters to get around, and the impact of pavement 
parking on people with disabilities should not be underestimated. 
 
Pavement parking is very often the result of a lack of consideration on the part of drivers 
who are too lazy to park a bit further away from their destination, and it is unacceptable to 
put others at risk just for their convenience. 
 
Along with Guide Dogs Scotland, I urge the Committee to support the Transport Bill as it 
makes the law on pavement parking easy to understand for both drivers and pedestrians. 
 
Furthermore, I ask the Committee to also consider: 



  REF NO. REC/S5/18/TB/86 

 
•The necessity of allowing delivery vehicles, which can be large vehicles, to park on the 
pavement for up to 20 minutes, and how this is going to be enforced;  
 
•Ensuring the Bill contains a definition of what constitutes a pavement obstruction, as this 
will help enforcement officers to carry out their duties;  
 
•Ensuring that exempt areas are kept to an absolute minimum, and are designated as such 
through the active participation of the local community, access panels and disability groups. 
 
•Ensuring that in exempt areas, a minimum 1.5 metre to 2 metre clear footway space is 
upheld for guide and assistance dog users, as well as wheelchair and mobility scooter 
users, to safely pass. 
 
•Recommending that a public education awareness campaign accompanies the new law. 
 
•Extending the ban to dropped kerbs, would further promote the safety and confidence of all 
pedestrians. These kerbs are vital for people with buggies, wheelchair and mobility scooter 
users. Dropped kerbs are understood as recognised crossings points by both pedestrians 
and drivers. Blocked kerbs therefore forces pedestrians, especially those with reduced 
mobility, into potentially dangerous alternative crossing routes. 
 
I appreciate the Committees attention on this important Bill. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


