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Dear Angela, 
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 December 2017 seeking the Committee’s views on the 
development of the Child Poverty Delivery Plan for 2018, which will be the first such Plan 
deriving from the Child Poverty Act (Scotland) 2017. 
 
This reply focuses on the first question you asked the Committee:  
 

 “whether there are major challenges or policies we should be looking at which aren’t 
represented on the list; [in relation to areas that the Scottish Government must 
consider when developing a Delivery Plan to meet child poverty targets] ” 

 
The other questions asked relate to the priority areas for tackling and eliminating child 
poverty and the roles for non-Government agencies. These require an assessment of child 
poverty in the round, across a range of policy areas. The Committee feels these questions 
will more appropriately be addressed by other organisations and parliamentary committees. 
 
The five main areas which the Committee would like to highlight to you for inclusion in the 
Delivery Plan are rural poverty, fuel poverty, digital inclusion, transport infrastructure and 
public transport, which are discussed below. 
 
The Committee has recently been scrutinising the Islands (Scotland) Bill, which has a broad 
goal of improving outcomes for island communities; arguably this would include outcomes 
such as reducing or eliminating child poverty. As a result, many of the observations in this 
correspondence stem from discussions the Committee had with islanders. However the 

mailto:rec.committee@parliament.scot


2 

Committee is very aware that rural poverty is not exclusive to islands, and wishes to 
highlight that it should be considered as potentially affecting any rural and/ or remote area 
in relation to the Delivery Plan. 
 
Rural poverty 
 
The Committee during its evidence taking on the Islands Bill heard about the particular and 
substantial challenges facing people in rural island areas, which demonstrate how the 
nature of poverty differs in rural settings. For example, whilst visiting Orkney the Committee 
heard that some people were prevented from working full-time by the timing of internal 
ferries, which meant they would have source and fund overnight accommodation away from 
home.  
 
The Committee also heard that a lack of housing contributes significantly to rural poverty; 
for example on the Isle of Mull, where community members identified that around 30% of 
houses on the island are holiday homes. Geographical spread and population sparsity also 
makes it more difficult to attend specialist medical appointments. 
 
A recent Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) publication, the ‘Rural Scotland in Focus Report’ 
concluded that rural poverty should be measured separately from urban poverty, and there 
has not been sufficient action in this area to date due to the way in which policy is 
managed: 
 

“It is evident from...strategy documents and policies that there is recognition that 
rural poverty and disadvantage are different from urban – both in terms of how they 
are experienced, and where they exist, i.e. not in concentrated neighbourhoods, due 
to the dispersed nature of rural populations…rural poverty and disadvantage should 
therefore be measured and represented differently, with indicators being tuned to 
rural specificities… 

 
Issues like these are already set out in the Child Poverty (Scotland) Act, but the key point is 
that they take on a different meaning and face different issues in rural areas. The 
Committee therefore requests that the Scottish Government consider rural poverty and the 
impact this can have on children as a specific challenge within the Delivery Plan. 
 
The Committee heard during its scrutiny of the Islands (Scotland) Bill at Stage 1 that data 
and statistical information in relation to the islands can be patchy and fails to address the 
realities of island life. Some questioned whether the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
(SIMD) was adequate as a measure of deprivation in rural, remote and island communities, 
as the demographic profile may be very different from the urban communities which the 
SIMD is designed to identify.  
 
The Committee would welcome Scottish Government activity to address this measurement 
gap of rural poverty within the Delivery Plan, so that suitable measures of deprivation are 
developed for rural communities. 
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Fuel Poverty 
 
The Committee heard about issues relating to fuel poverty in its evidence gathering on the 
Islands Bill and in particular, on the difficulties of administering schemes to overcome this in 
island settings (for example, where there is no access to mains gas).  
 
There is also a rural dimension to fuel poverty as rates of fuel poverty are higher in rural 
communities. Between 2012 – 2014, fuel poverty for “Scotland as a whole was between 
34% and 36%, while rates in rural areas were higher, between 45% and 53” (Scottish 
Government, 2016). 
 
The Committee believes that the Scottish Government should consider how the issue of 
fuel poverty impacts on child poverty when it develops the Delivery Plan. 
 
Digital Inclusion  
 
The Committee has frequently heard from stakeholders about the difficulties relating to 
broadband access, particularly in rural areas. In Orkney and in the Western Isles, the 
Committee heard that young people also struggle to participate fully due to lack of digital 
connections, specifically being unable to complete homework or access online training or 
access digital equipment, which could impact their life choices. The Committee is also 
aware that these issues can equally apply in an urban context, with the cost of broadband 
access and digital equipment often presenting a significant barrier to inclusion for children 
and young people.  
 
Consequently the Committee considers that the Scottish Government should consider 
digital inclusion as a specific target when developing the Delivery Plan.  
 
Transport infrastructure 
 
The Committee receives updates on major transport infrastructure projects from the 
Scottish Government such as the Queensferry Crossing and the M8/M74 upgrade, and is 
aware that some of these developments cut though many of the most deprived 
communities where child poverty is highest. The Committee subsequently requests that the 
Scottish Government consider within the Delivery Plan how local connectivity could be 
enhanced in these projects, and how community benefit clauses within large infrastructure 
projects could be developed further to benefit young people and children. The aim of these 
actions would be to enhance the connectivity of relevant areas, and to alleviate poverty and 
increase life chances for children and young people who live in these places. 
 
Cost of public transport 
 
The Committee also requests that you include the rising impact of fare increases for public 
transport in the Delivery Plan. Recent media reports have suggested substantial increases 
in fares for 2018, such as that national train fares will increase by over 3%1 and that bus 
fares on some services in Glasgow for under those aged under 16 years could rise by over 

                                            
1
 https://www.scotsman.com/news/transport/scotrail-rail-fares-to-rise-by-3-2-in-january-1-4631128 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00508113.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00508113.pdf
https://www.scotsman.com/news/transport/scotrail-rail-fares-to-rise-by-3-2-in-january-1-4631128


4 

40%2. Considerable fare increases will particularly affect the finances of children and young 
people who are more likely to be in education or training or lower paid jobs.  
 
In addition and in line with the point made on rural poverty above, the Committee 
considered that costs of and access to rural public transport and the impact on child poverty 
should be considered specifically and not just within the national context, given the different 
geographic areas and population size that it serves. 
 
Summary 
 
In summary, the Committee requests that the Scottish Government consider five areas of 
rural poverty, fuel poverty, digital inclusion, transport infrastructure and cost of travel by 
public transport for inclusion in the list of areas the Scottish Government must consider 
when preparing a Delivery Plan. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Edward Mountain 
Convener 
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