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 27 March 2018 

 
Dear Bob, 
 
I am pleased to advise you that Climate Change Plan, the Third Report on Proposals and Policies 
2018-2032 was laid before the Scottish Parliament on 28 February. This is the final version of the 
Climate Change Plan.  
 
Between January and March of last year, the Local Government and Communities Committee was 
one of four parliamentary committees that took evidence on the draft Climate Change Plan. I would 
like once again to thank you and the other members of your committee for your rigorous review of the 
draft, and for your committee's report of 10 March 2017. 
 
The final Climate Change Plan was accompanied by a written statement. In accordance with section 
35(6) of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 Act, this sets out details of the representations, 
resolutions and reports made on the draft Climate Change Plan; the changes made to the report in 
response; and the reasons for those changes. The written statement incorporates our formal 
responses to the recommendations and other issues, including valuable evidence provided by 
stakeholders, raised in your committee's report. 
 
Footnotes are provided throughout the statement to indicate precisely where responses are given to 
the recommendations or other substantive comments made in the LGC Committee's report. You will 
appreciate that there were areas where recommendations made by different committees overlapped. 
In order to avoid duplication, the written statement responds to such recommendations together. 
However, for your ease of reference, the annex to this letter lists the recommendations and related 
statements made in the LGC Committee report and the corresponding Scottish Government 
responses. 
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I am writing in similar terms to Gordon Lindhurst, Edward Mountain and Graeme Dey. 

 
 

  Yours, 

                    
 
                         Roseanna Cunningham 
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Recommendation Scottish Government Response 

LGC 13. The Committee recommends that the 
Scottish Government should review the time 
available for parliamentary scrutiny and use 
the opportunity afforded by the forthcoming 
Climate Change Bill to either remove the fixed 
period or extend the current 60 day restriction. 

In light of these recommendations from the committees, the proposals for the forthcoming 
Climate Change Bill consulted on in summer 2017 included a proposal to extend the period 
for Parliamentary consideration. The consultation also sought views on how many days the 
consideration period should be. Respondents generally felt that the period for 
parliamentary consideration should be 90 or 120 days to allow for proper scrutiny and 
consensus-building. This will be reflected in the Climate Change Bill when it is introduced 
to Parliament in the coming months. 

LGC 14. The Committee sees merit in 
considering whether a date for the Plan’s 
publication should be set in statute, to provide 
certainty for Committees and stakeholders, as 
well as maximise the time available for scrutiny. 

 In light of this recommendation, we explored issues associated with timing of future Plans 
as part of our consultation on the forthcoming Climate Change Bill. Issues explored 
included the frequency with which Plans should be produced and alignment with the Paris 
Stocktake Processes (occurring in 2023 and every five years thereafter). Many 
respondents to the public consultation specified they wish Plans to be produced at least 
every five years, and there was a mix of views on whether Plans should be aligned to Paris 
Stocktake processes and if so how. In meetings of the Technical Discussion Group 
(established for key stakeholders to discuss elements of the Bill in depth), a consensus 
emerged that the most important factor is that Plans should be developed at least every 
five years, but that the dates for publication should not be prescribed in statute, to allow for  
alignment with Paris Stocktake Processes, elections and other events to be managed  
flexibly. 

LGC 30. The Committee recognises the 
important role that local government plays in the 
delivery of many areas in relation to climate 
change abatement and the need to consult with 
local authorities on the policy development 
aspects of the Plan. 
LGC 31. The Committee notes the challenges 
faced by local authorities in the current financial 
climate and requests further information on 
how the Scottish Government will work with 
and resource local authorities in their delivery 
of the Plan. 

The Scottish Government funds the Sustainable Scotland Network (SSN), which enables 
collaboration between public sector professionals, including local authorities, working on 
climate change. SSN provides a network to share good practice and a platform to translate 
this into enhanced public sector action to tackle climate change. They also support public 
bodies to comply with their mandatory climate change reporting requirements which the 
majority of reporting bodies agree has helped their organisation to strengthen climate 
change action. In addition, the Scottish Government fund a number of support 
organisations such as Zero Waste Scotland and Resource Efficient Scotland to provide 
public bodies with advice to drive down their emissions. The Scottish Government liaises 
with COSLA on a regular basis. This liaison includes discussion on issues related to the 
Climate Change Plan. 
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LGC 32. The Committee seeks further 
information on how the Scottish Government 
will work with local authorities to ensure that 
climate change leadership is developed and 
promoted within local government. 

The Scottish Government continues to engage with local authorities on climate change 
leadership. On 5 October, the Sustainable Scotland Network conference, attended by 150 
public sector delegates, including local authorities, focused on collaboration and support to 
deliver on climate change policy priorities. The Scottish Government liaises with COSLA 
on a regular basis. This liaison includes discussion on issues related to local government 
climate change leadership. 

LGC 37. The Committee is concerned at the lack 
of detail on how the public sector will be 
adequately equipped to contribute to the 
ambitious target for the services sector . The 
Committee recommends that more specific 
information on how this target will be met 
should be included in the final version of the Plan. 

This recommendation relates to the Services sector trajectory to 2032 in the draft Plan. 
The Services sector (which includes the public sector) has been combined with the 
Residential sector in the final Plan into the Buildings sector. The emissions reductions 
trajectory in the draft Plan remains ambitious but is less stretching in the final Plan. This is 
in response to Parliamentary and stakeholder feedback on the original trajectory. 
 
As laid out in the Plan, the Scottish Government provides significant support to the public 
sector to help it meet its emission reduction responsibilities. For example, the Scottish 
Government funds the Sustainable Scotland Network, which enables collaboration 
between public sector professionals working on climate change. The Sustainable Scotland 
Network provides a network to share good practice and a platform to translate this into 
enhanced public sector action to tackle climate change. 
 
In addition, the Scottish Government provides support through the Low Carbon 
Infrastructure Transition Programme (LCITP), a £60m fund (co-funded with the ERDF) that 
supports the acceleration of the delivery of low carbon capital projects, including public 
sector non domestic energy efficiency. There have been a number of LCITP applications 
approved from public sector bodies seeking support from technical advisors to help 
develop their final business cases for elected member approval and move to procurement. 
 
Finally, through the Scottish Energy Efficiency Programme (SEEP), we are funding local 
authorities to pilot new and innovative approaches to improving energy efficiency; working 
with public bodies, community groups and businesses; and helping reduce costs and 
improve warmth in homes, schools, hospitals and businesses. 
 
 

LGC 43. The Committee welcomes the Scottish The Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 requires contracting authorities to consider 
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Government’s commitment to promoting energy 
efficiency best practice in relation to public 
procurement and would welcome further 
information on how it will work with and 
encourage local authorities to ensure that 
climate change considerations are built into 
their procedures and practices for procuring 
goods and services. 

how their procurement activity can be used to improve economic, social and environmental 
wellbeing of their area and to act in a way to secure this. Contracting authorities must set 
out how they will ensure their procurement activities will comply with the duty in an 
organisational procurement strategy and report on how their activity has complied with this 
strategy. Initial strategies were published by December 2016 and initial annual reports are 
expected during the course of 2018. 

LGC 55. The Committee agrees that the Plan is 
light regarding information on the contribution 
that communities and the community 
empowerment agenda can play in climate change 
abatement. It was concerned by comments 
raised in relation to the involvement of 
communities in the development of the Plan and 
believes that this is a missed opportunity.   The 
Committee further believes that the role of the 
community sector should be reflected in the 
final version of the Plan. 

The Scottish Government is encouraging communities in Scotland to talk about and take 
action on climate change in a number of different ways. Climate Conversations have 
enabled people across Scotland to discuss climate change and the actions that might be 
needed to tackle it. 
 
The Climate Challenge Fund supports communities throughout Scotland to take action on 
climate change and make the move to low carbon living. The fund supports a range of 
activity and has helped communities to reduce, reuse and recycle their waste, increase the 
energy efficiency of homes and community buildings, encourage active travel and the use 
of low carbon transport, and produce local food. The continuation of the CCF demonstrates 
our ongoing commitment to support communities across Scotland to tackle climate 
change. This continued investment will also help to ensure that communities are 
empowered, well-equipped and supported to deliver long-term solutions to local issues on 
their own terms. The important role that communities play in tackling climate change is 
explored in more detail in the final Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LGC 56. The Committee welcomes the Climate 
Challenge Fund as a mechanism for funding 

The Climate Challenge Fund (CCF) was opened for 1 and 2 year applications in June 
2017, with awards expected to be announced in March 2018. The CCF is a key route for 
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community led programmes. However, the lack 
of information on how this fund will be 
financed going forward makes it difficult to 
assess how it will contribute to climate change 
abatement. 

the Scottish Government to engage with and support community action on climate change. 
 
The CCF supports communities to deliver projects across five main themes; energy 
efficiency, sustainable travel, waste, building improvements and food. Since the CCF 
opened in 2008 a substantial number of communities have been supported to grow their 
own food, reduce the carbon impact of their food choices and reduce food waste. As such, 
we do not feel it necessary to support a dedicated food fund from the CCF budget at 
present. 
 
The Scottish Government already provides some funding for community growing initiatives, 
most notably through the Central Scotland Green Network Development Fund for which 
£100,000 has been set aside for community growing projects in 2018-19 

LGC 57. The Committee would also welcome 
further comment on what mechanisms or 
funding the Scottish Government will use to 
drive behaviour change in those communities 
where climate change is a lower priority. 

The Climate Challenge Fund widens access and drives change by engaging audiences 
across a range of communities, including those where climate change is a lower priority. A 
2015 independent review of the Climate Challenge Fund identified one of the Fund’s key 
strengths as broadening its reach to new, disadvantaged and hard-to-reach communities, 
where climate change is not a key priority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LGC 64. The Committee agrees with witnesses 
that the lack of information on specific policies 
in relation to planning makes it difficult to 

The planning system will be influenced by policy outcomes from the Plan and actions 
across the sectors identified in the plan. We have updated the text in The Planning System 
section highlighting that the Plan will be a fundamental information source for the 
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undertake detailed scrutiny in this area. However, 
it is aware that this detail may be brought forward 
following the outcome of its current consultation 
on the planning process. The Committee 
requests that the Scottish Government brings 
forward more detailed policy and proposal 
information at the earliest opportunity. 

preparation of the next National Planning Framework and Scottish Planning Policy, 
anticipated to be published in 2020. The planning system is not a ‘sector’ in its own right 
and therefore is not provided with an emissions envelope by the TIMES model. The 
approach of the Plan is to include policies which can be directly attributed to a reduction in 
emissions, which is not the case for the planning system. 
 
Where the planning system does have a role to play, this has been highlighted in The 
Planning System section and within the individual sector chapters. 

LGC 79. The Committee agrees with the views of 
witnesses around the benefits of involving 
communities in the planning process from the 
outset and the need to join up local 
community planning, spatial planning processes 
and strategic planning decisions. 
LGC 80. The Committee is disappointed with the 
lack of information in the Plan on community 
involvement in the planning process and believes 
that this is a missed opportunity. We believe that 
using this approach would allow for a more 
bottom up approach to planning and ensure the 
community plays a vital part in the services in 
their local area and how they affect climate 
change. 
LGC 81. The Committee recommends that more 
information on community involvement in the 
planning process should be included in the 
final version of the Plan and that the Scottish 
Government should take these views into 
account as part of its ongoing planning review. 

The Scottish Government supports community engagement in the planning system. The 
Planning System section of the Plan has been updated to include information on 
engagement in the planning system. 

LGC 90. The Committee is disappointed that 
there is a lack of information in the Plan on 
how the planning system can contribute to a 
modal shift away from single vehicular use to 

The Scottish Government accepts this recommendation and further information has been 
added on the role of the planning system in sustainable and active travel in the Transport 
Chapter and The Planning System section of the Plan. 
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more sustainable and active forms of travel. 
The Committee would welcome an update in the 
final version of the Plan and also how this will be 
taken forward in the current planning review. 
LGC 91. The Committee also feels that more 
emphasis should be given to how the 
planning system can contribute to behaviour 
change and active and sustainable modes of 
travel in the transport section of the Plan and 
recommends that this section is updated to reflect 
this important area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A key principle of the Scottish Government’s Scottish Planning Policy is that new 
developments should support walkable access to local amenities, which are also 
accessible by bike and public transport. The Scottish Government has a transport 
hierarchy policy of supporting opportunities for people to walk and cycle first, followed by 
travel by public transport, followed by travel by private cars. Further information has been 
added on the role of the planning system in the Transport Chapter of the Plan. 
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LGC 97. The Committee was again disappointed 
to see a lack of information on how the planning 
system could be used to protect green space 
land and direct development on to brownfield 
sites. 
 
LGC 98. The Committee recommends that the 
final version of the Plan should set out how the 
Scottish Government will use the planning 
system to encourage the development of 
brownfield sites and protect green space. 

Our principle policy on placemaking set out in Scottish Planning Policy is clear that 
planning should direct development to the right place, a principle of which is considering 
the re-use or redevelopment of brownfield land before new development takes place on 
greenfield sites. Scottish Planning Policy can be downloaded from the Scottish 
Government’s website1. 
 

Scottish Planning Policy is clear that planning should protect, enhance and promote green 
infrastructure including open space and green networks as an integral component of 
successful placemaking. Development plans should be informed by relevant, up-to-date 
audits, strategies and action plans covering green infrastructure’s multiple functions. Local 
development plans should identify and protect open space identified in the open space 
audit and strategy as valued and functional or capable of being brought into use to meet 
local needs. 
 
Scottish Planning Policy is also clear that consideration should be given to the permanent,  
temporary or advanced greening of all or some of a site could make a valuable contribution 
to green and open space networks, particularly where it is unlikely to be developed for 
some time or is unsuitable for development due to its location or viability issues. 
 
Furthermore, Scottish Planning Policy is clear that most new urban development should 
take place within, or in planned extensions to, existing settlements. It seeks a tailored 
approach to settlement pattern which seeks to provide a sustainable network of 
settlements. In pressured areas the designation of green belts may be appropriate but the 
focus is on the spatial strategy of the development plan delivering an appropriate response 
to the pressures, assets, needs and opportunity of the area. 

                                              
1 Scottish Planning Policy 
https://beta.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture/. 
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LGC 107. The Committee notes that that a view 
will be taken on whether this requirement should 
be removed or altered following consultation. 
LGC 108. The Committee requests that, following 
consultation and review, the Scottish 
Government provides the Committee with a 
full update on the decision taken, including 
detail on all considerations taken in reaching 
this view and the consequences of the 
outcome. 

Following initial consultation, Scottish Ministers published in June 2017 a consultation 
‘Places, people and planning, Position Statement’. This set out an initial set of proposals 
for the content of the Planning Bill. Having previously sought views in the initial 
consultation on the potential to remove Section 3F of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997, the Position Statement states: ‘There appears to be general support 
for this, based on our view that it has limited added value. However, there are some 
concerns that removing this appears to be inconsistent with the aspirations of the emerging 
Plan. Given our commitment to climate change and the need for every policy area to 
contribute to reducing emissions, it is not our intention to progress this through the 
Planning Bill.’ Indeed the Planning (Scotland) Bill introduced to the Parliament 4 December 
2017 does not include the removal of Section 3F. 

LGC 115. The Committee was concerned with 
the evidence regarding resourcing issues in 
planning and would welcome further 
information on how the Scottish Government 
will work with local authorities to ensure 
planners and key decision makers have the 
right skills to ensure that climate change 
impact is properly considered in decisions 
relating to planning. 

The planning review highlighted the importance of skills development in planning. We will 
work with the Royal Town Planning Institute Scotland, Heads of Planning Scotland, 
COSLA, and the Improvement Service to ensure the importance of skills development is 
recognised. 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


Annex A 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by 

the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 
www.gov.scot 


 

 

LGC 134. The Committee notes that the Scottish 
Government’s strategic documents on the 
residential sector are interlinked and are key to 
the Scottish Government achieving its 
emissions reductions targets set out in the draft 
Plan. Given the importance of these 
documents in relation to the draft Plan, the 
Committee is disappointed that these were 
not consulted on and finalised in time for it to 
consider as part of its scrutiny of the draft 
Plan. 
LGC 135. The Committee is concerned that, 
given these key documents were not available 
during its scrutiny, it was constrained in its ability 
to undertake a comprehensive assessment of the 
appropriateness and robustness of the Scottish 
Government proposals and policies 
within the housing sector as part of its scrutiny. 
LGC 136. The Committee believes that the 
Scottish Government must ensure that a strategic 
approach across all policies is adopted and 
recommends that the Scottish Government 
ensure that strategic policy documents are 
interlinked and a read-across exists between 
these future publications and the final Plan. 

The Plan includes explicit references to other relevant strategies, including the Land Use 
Strategy, National Planning Framework, Scotland’s Energy Strategy and the Manufacturing 
Action Plan. 

LGC 144. The Scottish Government may wish 
to consider the views expressed in the 
section of this report entitled “Priorities for 
SEEP” during the development of SEEP. 

The Scottish Government is considering the recommendations made by Parliament and 
stakeholders (via the 2017 SEEP Consultation) as the programme is designed and 
developed. 
 
 
 
 

LGC 149. The Committee believes that there is a The Scottish Government are reviewing the methodology of the current Energy 
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need for a more accurate and consistent EPC 
system and welcomes the Scottish 
Government’s work in this area. The Committee 
requests an update on the current status of this 
work from the Scottish Government as it intends 
to have an ongoing interest in this area. 

Performance Certificate (EPC) system and its application as we develop and rollout SEEP. 
Further details on SEEP, including our long-term ambition and interim milestones, will be 
set out in a routemap for the programme in May 2018. 

LGC 153. The Committee agrees with the view 
expressed that the lack of transfer of regulation in 
the private residential sector from a proposal to a 
policy, between RPP2 and RPP3 is disappointing 
and shows slow progress. However it welcomes 
the Minister’s commitment to consulting on the 
private rented sector in March 2017 and to 
provide a timeline for consulting on the owner-
occupied sector. The Committee seeks an 
explanation as to why progress in this area is 
slow. 

The previous administration took the decision to delay consultation on minimum energy 
efficiency standards due to unexpected UK Government changes to the energy efficiency 
funding landscape, which removed Green Deal loan finance and reduced the scale of grant 
funding available. 
 
In 2017 we consulted on minimum energy efficiency and condition standards for homes in 
the private rented sector. We will confirm our proposals for minimum energy efficiency 
standards in the private rented sector as part of the SEEP routemap publication in 2018. 
The Programme for Government confirmed our commitment to seek the views of owner-
occupiers on improving the energy efficiency of their homes, including the role of standards 
and the use of financial and fiscal incentives. More information will be set out in the SEEP 
routemap. 

LGC 172. The Committee notes that witnesses 
were all supportive of the area-based 
approach taken to HEEPS but was concerned 
that there is a lack of information on how the 
programme will be funded post-2021.  Given 
the ambitious figures presented for the number of 
installations expected to take place going 
forward, the Committee would welcome further 
detail on this final version of the Plan.   

In the Programme for Government 2016 – 2017 we committed to investing £500 million in 
energy efficiency improvements over four years, helping to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and tackle fuel poverty. SEEP is a long-term programme and will be funded 
from a mix of public and private sources. As we set out in the Infrastructure Investment 
Plan we will continue to provide grant funding to help improve the homes of those 
vulnerable to fuel poverty, and will seek opportunities to create low-cost loan facilities to 
help those who can afford to invest in energy efficiency spread the cost of doing so. 


We will publish a routemap for SEEP in 2018, setting out our long-term ambitions for the 
programme and the milestones along the way. This will include details on how our existing 
programmes, including HEEPS: Area Based Schemes, will be transitioned to SEEP. 
Funding decisions for delivery post-2021 are for the next administration and Parliament, 
and will be decided following the Scottish Parliament elections in 2021. 

LGC 178. The Committee recommends that 
further details of the implementation of the 

The Scottish Government supports the aims of the smart meter roll-out; however, we 
continue to press the UK Government to ensure that the programme is delivered to the 
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roll out of smart meters be included in the final 
Plan. 

greatest number of Scottish consumers, at the lowest possible cost, whilst enhancing the 
benefits to the most vulnerable in our society and those at risk of fuel poverty. 

LGC 186. The Committee believes that energy 
efficiency standards for existing homes should 
be addressed as a priority. 

Public consultation on proposed standards in the private rented sector was undertaken in 
the first half of 2017. The Minister for Local Government and Housing informed the Local 
Government and Communities Committee on 14 November 2017 that standards would be 
set out in the Scotland’s Energy Efficiency Programme (SEEP) routemap, to be published 
in 2018. Proposals will allow for an appropriate lead in time for the sector to prepare.  
 
Following public engagement over winter 2017/18, the SEEP routemap will also set out 
how the Scottish Government will encourage action to improve the energy efficiency in 
owner occupied homes. 
 
A review is currently underway of the Energy Efficiency Standard for Social Housing 
(EESSH), with membership in the Review Group from relevant stakeholder bodies (local 
authorities, Registered Social Landlords etc). Revised guidance for social landlords on 
meeting the 2020 milestone was published on 20 December 2017. The Review is currently 
considering future milestones for EESSH beyond 2020, and will inform the development of 
the SEEP routemap. 

LGC 187. The Committee also welcomes the 
proposal to review energy standards within 
building regulations with a view to achieving 
zero carbon homes across Scotland by 2050. 
The Committee encourages the Scottish 
Government to ensure that there is an 
appropriate lead in time for any such changes. 

The review of energy standards within building regulations will commence in early 2018. 
This will investigate the further potential for energy and emission reductions from new 
buildings and from new building work, including options for a ‘net zero carbon standard’ for 
new development. Any changes arising from review will be implemented with appropriate 
lead-in time to enable industry to prepare. However, the Committee should be aware that 
an ambition of ‘zero carbon homes’ by 2050 is not within the scope of current review and 
would require broader action across government. 
 
 
 
 
 

LGC 210. The Committee has concerns with 
Policy Outcome 2 given that its progress is 

Additional modelling has been undertaken in order to finalise the Plan, including 
incorporating new data, amending delivery assumptions in line with advice received from 
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concentrated between 2025 and 2032 and the 
proposal identified appears to be 
significantly reliant on decisions of the UK 
Government on the gas network in the 
delivery of carbon savings in the residential 
sector. The Committee believes that there is 
a risk that targets may not be met due to a lack of 
policy information in early years and a 
reliance on new technologies. The Committee 
believes that there should be further 
information on the Scottish Government’s 
plans to decarbonising the residential sector 
in the final version of the Plan. 

stakeholders, the Committee on Climate Change and Parliament. As such, the final Plan 
requires 35% of domestic buildings’ heat to be supplied from low carbon sources by 2032, 
compared to 80% in the draft Plan. 
We are consulting on proposals for local authority-led Local Heat and Energy Efficiency 
Strategies, which will be a mechanism to identify the most appropriate means for 
decarbonising the heat supply across local authority areas. In addition, once SEEP is fully 
deployed from 2020, it will help to decarbonise the heat supply to off-gas buildings and 
look for opportunities to deploy low-regret low carbon heating options where they make 
socio-economic sense in on-gas areas. 
 
We will continue to work with the UK Government on options for the future decarbonisation 
of the mains gas network. Once UK Government decisions have been taken, SEEP will be 
reviewed to consider its role in supporting delivery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LGC 225. The Committee welcomes the Scottish 
Government’s ambitious targets in the residential 
sector although notes that achieving this will 

Behaviour change is already at the heart of our energy efficiency programmes and will 
continue to be so as SEEP is developed and rolled out. In addition to our delivery 
programmes, the Scottish Government also funds Home Energy Scotland and Resource 
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require consumer behavioural change, energy 
advice and information and potentially 
regulation in order to achieve these targets. 

Efficient Scotland who provide free, impartial advice to property owners including on 
energy saving behaviours. Advice is also embedded into our domestic area-based 
schemes to help households maximise the benefits of energy efficiency improvements, for 
example by adjusting heating systems. 
 
As we develop SEEP, the Scottish Government continues to review how we can best act 
to influence behaviours. To support this we have undertaken a series of ISM workshops 
examining how to: 

create demand for energy efficiency in housing 

encourage uptake of loans (for energy efficiency improvements) 

engage householders with their heating controls. 


The findings of these workshops are helping to inform the development of SEEP, which will 
be set out in more detail in a routemap later in 2018. As set out in the SEEP consultation of 
2017, SEEP will put in place regulation and standards providing long-term certainty and 
making it the norm to invest in energy efficiency. 
 

LGC 226. We welcome the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to developing its 
monitoring and evaluation framework towards 
meeting its commitments within the Plan, with a 
view to providing annual summaries from 2018. 
The Committee recommends that the 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
Committee continues to take a lead role in the 
scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s annual 
progress in performance against policies and 
proposals in the Plan, given its over-arching 
responsibilities in relation to climate change. 

The Scottish Government welcomes the scrutiny provided by the Scottish Parliament ’s 
committees.  

LGC 227. The Local Government and 
Communities Committee, however, intends to 
continue monitoring progress against the policy 

The Scottish Government will publish an Annual Progress Report on the Monitoring 
Framework, and make this available to SPICe, detailing how each sector is performing 
against the indicators set out in the Plan. The monitoring framework will evolve over time 
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areas within its remit in relation to climate change 
on ongoing basis. The Committee therefore 
requests that the Scottish Government 
provides it with an annual update on 
performance on areas specific to its remit, as 
highlighted in this report, with the potential to 
schedule further updates as and when required. 

as we learn lessons from initial implementation and we welcome the opportunity for 
ongoing engagement with the Parliament on this. 
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