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1. The Bill has been brought forward partly in response to concerns about "period 
poverty" - difficulty in being able to afford period products. Do you think period 
poverty is a serious issue in Scotland? Please provide any relevant information 
you may have to support your views. 
 
Not overly convinced in the area I work within; however, I can certainly see the 
requirement throughout the country as a whole. We have utilised local schemes 
such as food banks to attempt to ensure that products go to those most in need, 
as well as the school provision. We have also involved NHS Grampian to 
ensure supply in GP surgery’s etc. 
 

2. Do you support the overall aim of the Bill - that no one in Scotland should have 
to pay for period products and that this should be set out in law?  
 
No, I completely agree that those who require assistance should receive it, 
although I personally feel those that can pay should do. Would I expect the 
Scottish Government to supply my wife with products when we are both in full 
time employment…no. I would much rather see those in need gain from the 
expenditure that would be used for those that do not necessarily need the help. 
 

3. The Scottish Government already has a scheme for free period products across 
schools, colleges and universities. Some public bodies also provide free 
products voluntarily. Do you have any experience of such schemes? If so, do 
they seem to you to be effective?  
 
Yes, as mentioned above we have utilised local groups and NHS to ensure 
those that require the supply receive it.  

 
4. The Bill would allow the Scottish Government to require organisations other 

than schools and colleges to provide free period products. Do you support this? 
If so, what other organisations should be legally made to provide free products?  
 
I cannot see the point in legal statute, products should be offered by the 
government to those groups that feel they would benefit with the capacity to 
supply. If the demand is there, the organisations are….why legal requirement? 

 
5. The Bill requires the setting up of a scheme for making free period products 

available. Do you have any views on what elements a scheme should include? 
 
In answering this question, you might want to take account of factors such as 
the importance of privacy, accessibility, value for money and the environment.  
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Accessibility is the key, the correct locations are crucial. In regard to privacy I 
think cultural factors can come into play, it’s still a taboo subject for a large 
amount of society and work needs to be done to alleviate this. Value for money 
is vital for funding, the use of frameworks such as Scotland Excel should 
simplify the process and in turn get us the best value for money. 

 
6. Do you have any other comments you wish to make about the Bill? 

 
Whilst I feel it is extremely worthwhile, I just think a little more focus on who 
actually needs and benefits from such a provision. It’s easy to blanket all people 
all products but is that what is actually required, could the money be better 
spent elsewhere? 


