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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

Dear committee members 

I write to express my deepest concerns about the proposed Non Domestic Rates 
(Scotland) Bill and in particular the potentially catastrophic impact Section 10 (to 
remove mainstream independent schools’ eligibility to claim charitable relief from 
non-domestic rates) will have on many hundreds, if not thousands, of families caught 
in the cross-fire. 

While I appreciate every situation is different, and I do very much support the need 
for those who can pay rates to do so fully and generously, I feel very strongly that 
changing the status quote for independent schools will cause major impact for many 
already managing a delicate balancing act of financial demands, family life and 
educational commitments. 

If I could ask you to indulge me for a moment while I explain how this proposed bill 
will in fact reduce fairness and will disrupt a level playing field in offering access to 
alternative education providers by negatively reforming rates reliefs.  

My wife and I are everyday working class people. We have two children, age 9 and 
6, and live in a rural community in Perthshire. Our lives, on the face of it, are fairly 
average. 

However, seven years ago, aged just two, our little girl contracted E-Coli. While she 
was incredibly fortunate, the resulting years have meant a long road of recovery and 
the impact of that not only for her very early childhood but that of her little brother 
and overall family life. 

Her nursery care was exemplary, and with the incredible support and care of the 
NHS which we will forever be grateful for she started to make a significant recovery 
and was well on the road to a brighter future as she looked forward to starting local 
school. 

Unfortunately, despite our best efforts to keep the school informed of her original 
diagnosis, prognosis and day to day physical care needs, after a year and a half of 
telephone calls, meetings, emails and letters we had no option to but to urgently 
consider alternative education. 

Due to a persistent lack of care which exacerbated her health condition – even failing 
to provide the essential Medical Protocol that our little girl absolutely should have 
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had – we were desperate to find some place she could go to school where her basic 
needs of being safe and cared for would be in place. Her health had deteriorated so 
rapidly that her paediatrician even wrote to the head teacher, and we were faced 
with her undergoing major reinvestigation including a barrage of invasive tests and 
another MRI. 
 
Our first option was not private education. My husband and I did not go through the 
independent schooling system and felt it was an unnecessary option when local 
school was available. However all other local schools were already full, which forced 
us to consider one of two options - moving house to another local authority area and 
hope for the best, or enrolling our six year old at the local private school. 
 
As we’re in the middle of renovating our home, and given the unpredictability of the 
housing market wouldn’t have guaranteed the swift financial solution we desperately 
needed, our only option was to approach the local independent school to see if they 
would consider an application for support.  
 
This they have done, generously, consistently and without recourse – seeing the 
value of not only providing an outstanding education for our two children who now 
attend, but also the enrichment they bring to the classroom in their own right. To our 
surprise it is a classroom which is a rich tapestry of those who are financially wealthy 
and those, like ourselves, who are ordinary working class people trying to make the 
right choices for our children sometimes in difficult circumstances. 
 
Our daughter is now nearing the end of P4, and her health has improved so much 
that we expect her to be discharged from paediatric care in the next six months. It is 
therefore clear to my wife and I that this school has not only transformed her life, but 
also relieved a significant burden on the NHS going forward. 
 
Having read the proposed changes in this draft bill, which for the children’s school 
will mean an additional cost of £80,000 a year in rates, I would respectfully ask the 
committee to give consideration to how much extra it will cost local authority 
education and wider services, including the NHS, to accommodate families like ours 
if the funds that independent schools currently invest in bursaries have to be diverted 
to rates. 
 
In our case, all other local schools in our area are already full. Multiply that across 
the country where parents like us are priced out of independent schooling as fees 
rise and bursaries dry up and there will be the inevitable increased pressure and 
exponential rise in costs on local education provision. 
 
The question is, where do our children go? 
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On a final point, I appreciate that for some the view of independent schools is that 
those who send their children there can well afford to swallow a price increase and 
as businesses these schools can afford to pay their way. 
 
I sincerely hope I’ve been able to demonstrate that in very many cases this is not a 
true picture of the families and support that make up independent school 
classrooms. 
 
I believe that by introducing this rates charge many independent schools which 
currently open their doors to children of all incomes and backgrounds through 
generous bursaries will be forced into exclusivity by no longer being able to offer 
financial support, and will also have to introduce a fees increase. 
 
In our school catchment area alone, 10% of all children who could attend the local 
primary have been removed and now attend independent schools, most if not all of 
those children are on some level of bursary support. 
 
The result of these children suddenly having to re-enter the local school system is 
likely to place an increased burden on public services, surely raising doubt on 
whether this proposal will return more than it will cost in real terms.  
 
Do local authorities have figures of how many children would have to return to local 
schooling provision should bursary support for private education be removed, or fees 
be increased to meet these new rates bills? 
 
I therefore implore you to reconsider the introduction of rates for independent 
schools as part of this bill. Thank you for your consideration. 
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