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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE NON-DOMESTIC RATES (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

It is with utter bewilderment I read the details of the proposed Bill.  I am not a 
politically motivated individual. I am driven by a strong social conscience of equality. 
I believe in personal choice for all and a supportive society.  Yet I now feel that I am 
to be penalised as is my son for my choice of education for him.  I am a UK taxpayer 
who has decided to prioritise my son’s education over other lifestyle choices. 

I know many parents who are in a far better financial position than myself who 
choose to send their children to local authority schools so that they do not have to 
pay school fees and yet have much more luxurious lifestyles whilst the local authority 
takes the “hit”. Not only do I pay for my son’s education which I happily accept as a 
personal choice, I also through my taxes pay for the education of other children.  
Therefore through this Bill it appears that rather than be allowed to make this choice 
in education it could well be removed from me given the highly likely increase in 
school fees.  In addition for those parents whose children receive assisted places 
and welcome the chance to have the opportunity of independent education, this rise 
in fees could we put this type of education beyond their means. 

I was stunned to read that private nurseries will be allowed 100% rates relief – and 
yet here we have organisations who are entirely driven by profit for the benefit of 
wealthy individuals. 

Given that the impact of this Bill would certainly push independent education beyond 
the reach of many parents why is there no mention within the Bill around the impact 
financially and other wise upon local authorities.  I am not an Accountant yet even I 
am able to figure out that this Bill does not make financial sense and would welcome 
clarity on this. 
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