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9 December 2016 
 
Dear Bob 
 
I am writing in response to the query about Part 8 of the Community Empowerment 
(Scotland) Act 2015 which was raised at the Committee during its meeting on 30 November. 
 
I can confirm that, as set out in Part 8 of the Act, guidance is currently being drafted which 
will provide information about the procedures to be followed when creating common good 
registers and on the management and use of common good property.  
 
Before final guidance documents can be issued, the Act specifies that Scottish Ministers 
must consult with local authorities, community councils and other community bodies.  To 
avoid the consultation running during the pre-election period prior to the local government 
elections in May 2017, the aim is to publish the draft guidance for consultation soon after 
those elections. 
 
The intention is to publish the final guidance and bring the remaining provisions of Part 8 of 
the Act into force at the same time (sections 103, 105 and 106 came into force on 13 
November 2015).  The exact timing of this will depend upon the volume and nature of the 
responses to the consultation.  We will ensure that both local authorities and community 
bodies are kept fully informed so that they will be ready for the new procedures. 
 
May I also take this opportunity to provide details of the guidance which Jean Waddie 
mentioned, in relation to “meanwhile” community use of land held for long-term development.  
The guidance is from the Stalled Spaces Scotland programme, commissioned by the 
Scottish Government and managed by Architecture and Design Scotland (A&DS), and is 
available through the A&DS website at http://www.ads.org.uk/stalled-spaces-scotland/. 
 
I would be grateful if you could share this information with Committee members. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
KEVIN STEWART 

http://www.ads.org.uk/stalled-spaces-scotland/

