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Dear Clare, 

Community Wellbeing Public Engagement 

The Local Government and Communities Committee undertook a major listening 
exercise on community wellbeing last winter, to find out from the public what they 
wanted us to focus on. It was important to the Committee that any future work we do 
in this area is informed by what the public felt was key in making happy and thriving 
communities. At the centre of this was our use of an innovative digital engagement 
platform, backed up by a number of community events across Scotland and 
promotion of our platform via social media. 

During this time, the Committee received over 220 separate ideas and suggestions 
from over 700 people from a wide range of backgrounds, ages and locations. 
Members of the public used the YourPriorities tool to feed in their views and it was 
also used to capture some of the key issues raised in the community events. We 
were very pleased overall by the number of people our engagement reached, and 
the number and strength of responses.  

Contributions were analysed by the Scottish Parliament’s Information Centre which 
produced a summary paper of the key issues raised. A paper summarising the 
community events is also attached to the analysis and you can read the paper on the 
Committee’s website here:  
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Local_Gov/Inquiries/Key_themes_paper.pdf 

For information, the main workstream arising from our engagement is intended to be 
post-legislative scrutiny of some of the main elements of the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015, in order to assess, 5 years on, how well it is 
working for local communities. (Unfortunately, the current Coronavirus 19 emergency 
means that the launch of this work is, for the time being, postponed.) 
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A number of points were raised as part of the digital engagement process that fall 
outwith the remit of our Committee, but were relevant to the work of other 
Committees, including the Education and Skills Committee. We well appreciate that 
you have a very busy work programme, which has been made even more 
challenging to deliver by the current emergency. We felt, however, that it was 
important that other committees had the opportunity to see first-hand the issues that 
members of the public told us were important and which fall within their remit, as 
community wellbeing is a truly cross-cutting issue. We therefore undertook to share 
with you, and other committee conveners, a SPICe paper setting out the key themes 
arising from our engagement within your remit, which is attached to this letter. 

I do hope that your find this summary of possible use in informing your current and 
future work. If you have any questions about the exercise or are interested in how 
your Committee could benefit from this type of engagement work in the future, then 
please do not hesitate to contact the Clerks to the Committee for further details. 

Yours sincerely, 

James Dornan MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 



Annexe 
Key issues for the Education and Skills Committee from the YourPriorities digital 
engagement exercise. 
Many participants felt that supporting children was key to long-term community 
wellbeing, and as a result many comments were focused on education and childcare 
– 

• Build and improve houses to give children a safe, appropriate home.
• Empower communities to involve young people, parents and members of the

community in more shared ownership of schools and facilities.
• Have ‘fully funded parenting classes’, to take the strain from education and

social services.
• More classroom assistants and community education workers.
• Teaching kindness in the curriculum.
• Concerns around schools closures.
• ‘Healthy Kidz’ programmes focused on healthy nutrition and activity.
• Deferrals for 4-year-olds.
• Free school meals and breakfast clubs.
• Initiatives aimed at tacking holiday hunger.
• Older people reading to children in primary schools.
• Education in media literacy.
• Better special needs provision, with a focus on social interaction.
• Childcare designed to meet local needs.
• There were some calls for better Gaelic provision, with participants using

Gaelic in the tool, though some participants opposed this.
• Improve music provision in schools.
• Create access to playing fields for sports, with older pupils and local people

volunteering to improve the well being and fitness of young people.
• Having a Fully stocked & staffed library in all high schools.
• Having community policemen engage with schools.
• Having traffic-free routes to schools.
• Involving schools in community-led heritage projects.
• Fund counselling training – the suggestion was that children and young

people need therapeutic counselling and parents need support to enable them
to support their child and not future add to difficulties.

• Educate school pupils to stop dropping rubbish on the street.
• Redefine “family” bookings for attractions and holidays away from the

(gendered) 2 adults, 2 children model to reflect the range of forms families
can take.

• Free access to swimming and sports activities for all children.

Statements include – 
“This is about getting it right for every child. Having seen the difference in my 
January born child having an extra year in Nursery it has been amazing. 
Removing the funding worry will allow parents to really focus on their children 
and make the right decision for them. It will also improve attainment and allow 
kids to develop at a pace that is right for them.” 
“Closure of schools has a huge impact on communities that is much bigger 
than just about education. For example look at the reasons why a school 
might be declining, in Shetland we have schools in areas where families 
cannot access family housing.” 




