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POLICE SCOTLAND RESPONSE FOR JUSTICE SUB-COMMITTEE 

EU EXIT  
 
 
Following the appearance of Deputy Chief Constable Will Kerr and Detective 
Superintendent Pat Campbell on 26 October, the Justice Sub-Committee requested 
additional evidence on the undernoted three areas.  A response is detailed under each 
of these questions; 
 

➢ “Details, as they emerge over the following weeks, of the work being done on 

a bespoke extradition process to replace the European Arrest Warrant. This 

should include the anticipated timescales for the new process as well as 

details and an estimate of timing for the execution of the European Arrest 

Warrant in order for comparisons to be made. Also to report back to the Sub-

Committee with information early next year, from January 2021, on the actual 

timescales for the new process.” 

 

The European Arrest Warrant (EAW) remains a key part of the negotiations.  
The EAW is one of a suite of Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) measures that 
were included in both the UK and EU Withdrawal Agreements which formed 
the basis for the negotiations.   Whilst retaining the EAW would be the best 
possible outcome for the UK, discussions around an agreement akin to the 
Norway/Iceland agreement would potentially provide the next best option.  
Although not ideal, nor an exact replication of the Norway/Iceland agreement, 
it would allow EU member states to utilise a process they are already familiar 
with. 

 

No negotiated outcome will provide as efficient and effective system as the 
EAW, but Police Scotland are working closely with Crown Office and UK 
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partners to ensure we are prepared for a negotiated outcome or otherwise.  
Timescales cannot be measured as there are a number of variables which are 
as yet unknown.  Comparisons cannot be drawn between the estimated time 
for executing an EAW with whatever the future process is as each 
investigation differs and by virtue of information and intelligence we possess 
and the available resources and skills of the law enforcement  agency in the 
target country.  
 

 
➢ “Confirmation and details of engagement with police forces in other EU 

member states on how criminality in Scottish waters will be resolved, should 

the UK have third party status.” 

 

In the early stages of preparation for EU Exit, and prior to the 31January 
2020, Police Scotland officers conducted engagement visits with key EU 
member states in anticipation of future cooperation.  Police Scotland have 
cultivated strong relationships with EU law enforcement agencies for future 
partnerships.   
 
The Chief Constable of Police Scotland has jurisdiction for the investigation of 
criminality, or other police matters, within waters up to 12 nautical miles (nm) 
from shore.  Further, he is responsible for the conduct of UK flagged vessels 
between 12nm and 200nm from the Scottish coastline. In relation to criminal 
activity in Scottish waters, DCC Kerr stated that Police Scotland would not 
have the capability to undertake “boarding” of vessels. 
 
The UK Government have established the role of Platinum Commander in 
response to maritime incidents.  This role has no jurisdiction within Scottish 
waters and a shared understanding of operating principles is developing. 
There have been multiple testing and exercising events across the UK and 
Scotland over recent weeks in relation to maritime security.  These have 
contributed significantly to levels of preparedness. 
 
The Scottish Government have established a Maritime Security Board with 
three sub-groups – Intelligence and Risk Assessment, Co-ordination & Asset 
Deployment and Legal Powers.  These groups have developed a Maritime 
Security ‘Playbook’ for Scotland, which provides support for tactical decision 
makers in response to incidents. 
 
The National Co-ordination Centre has established links with the Joint 
Maritime Operations Centre, which covers England and Wales.  This will allow 
quick resolutions to issues that cross jurisdictional boundaries or require the 
co-ordination of UK asset (Maritime Coastguard Agency; Border Force or 
Ministry of Defence). 
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➢ A progress update on Police Scotland’s contingency planning for the UK’s 

withdrawal from the EU. It would be helpful to receive an update by 

Wednesday 25 November. 

 
The UK Government (UKG) have finalised their Home Office and Police 
Contingency Plan.  Of note there is nothing new emerging from this plan that 
would alter the approach taken by Police Scotland. 
 
The UKG have established a Winter Preparedness Cell to provide oversight of 
all known and emerging risks.  This is similar to the ‘all-risks’ approach being 
adopted in Scotland. 
 
To meet the expectations of the UKG that from the 28th December 2020, 
there is full operating capacity between 0700 to 2200 hours over seven days a 
week (as set out in the UKG C3 Concept of Operations), a National Co-
ordination Centre has been established. This is scheduled to stand up, for 
training and testing, on 7 December 2020.   
 
The Scottish Government have run a number of ‘deep dives’ (policy based) 
and ‘red team sessions’ (operationally based) to test levels of preparedness 
for EU Exit.  Police Scotland have participated in a number of these.  
 
A Maritime Ministerial Exercise, based in Scotland’s jurisdiction, was hosted 
by the UK Government on the 25 November 2020.  Police Scotland were 
involved in this exercise, which included the highest levels of Government 
from across the UK. Positive feedback was received from the Scottish 
Government on the performance of Police Scotland’s representatives.  
 
Police Scotland have participated significantly in the wider Resilience 
Partnership’s training event, providing a number of inputs on C3 
arrangements and assessment of preparedness. 170 Delegates attended the 
session on 17 November 2020, with a further 140 attended on 24 November 
2020, demonstrating increasing levels of interest. 
 
A Civil Contingencies exercise is being prepared and Police Scotland are 
supporting the development of the various scenarios. 
The most significant challenges identified by Police Scotland at this time are: 

• Impact on the fishing communities of Scotland and the likelihood for 

protest and disorder. 

• Aligned to the above point, greater vulnerabilities within our remote, 

rural and island communities. 

• Challenges at Loch Ryan/Cairn Ryan through a backlog of freight and 

transport due to uncertainty on Border Controls. 

• Mutual Aid requirements to PSNI. 

• COVID-19 Vaccination roll out – challenges getting the vaccine into the 

country and thereafter wider support to the logistical effort. 
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In addition to this, Police Scotland’s EU Exit Plan, with an emphasis on ‘all-
risks’, is being finalised, and the Multi-agency Contingency Plan (all-risks) has 
been circulated for comment across the Resilience Partnership. 
 
At a more tactical level, Public Order Tactical Planning is underway and the 
Flexible Response Unit will move to a model of 225 officers on 14th 
December 2020.   

 
 


