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Justice Committee 

Remand 

Written submission from the Scottish Prison Service 

Justice Committee roundtable discussion on remand - additional information 

 The average time spent on remand for men and women. If possible, it would 
be helpful to have this information for each of the last 5 years.   

 

This information is only available up to 2012-13 but is broken down by gender as 

follows: 

Median time spent on remand (days) by gender: 2007-08 to 2012-13 

Year Women Men All 

2007-08 21 24 23 

2008-09 22 24 23 

2009-10 21 24 23 

2010-11 21 24 23 

2011-12 22 25 24 

2012-13 22 25 23 
Source: Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services prisons database 

Notes - These figures involve the median (i.e. the midpoint when sorted into 
ascending/descending order) rather than the arithmetic mean (straight average). 
This is regarded as a more accurate average as it discounts small numbers of cases 
where the person is on remand for a very long period of time. 
 

 The results of your 2017 survey, if available. If not, could you provide an 
indication of when they will be available?  

 

The main Prisoner Survey Bulletin 2017 is being finalised and is scheduled to be 
published in March 2018. We will write again to the Committee with this information 
once it has been published.  
 

 Further information on the work SPS is doing to improve support for those 
leaving custody, including the work done on developing a set of housing 
standards. 

 
It might be helpful if I firstly set out some information about the broader SPS 
approach to throughcare before I go on to provide an update on the housing 
standards. The Scottish Prison Service (SPS) Organisational Review in 2013 
recommended that SPS should actively engage with our partners to advocate on 
behalf of service users on release, identify gaps in service provision and, where 
necessary, seek access to services to which they are already entitled as citizens of 
Scotland. Forty one Throughcare Support Officers (TSOs) and three Throughcare 
Support Managers (TSMs) have been supporting short term non-statutory service 
users across eleven establishments since April 2015. TSOs have provided a key role 
in supporting service users prior to and on release, and they have provided 
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advocacy, motivation and support to service users transitioning between custodial 
and community led services. From January 2016 to January 2018 Throughcare 
Support Officers have supported 2550 individuals in and leaving our care, supporting 
service users in the transition from custody into the community. An independent 
review of the SPS Throughcare Support Service was commissioned to evaluate the 
service and provide recommendations for future development. The evaluation was 
published in October 2017 and can be found at the following link: The SPS 
Throughcare Support Evaluation. An action plan to support future development of 
the service is currently under development. 
 
The Scottish Prison Service and partners have jointly developed a set of Scottish 
quality standards for Housing advice, information and support for people in and 
leaving prison. These are known as the SHORE (Sustainable Housing On Release 
for Everyone) Standards. Scottish Government research on Housing and 
Reoffending: Supporting people who serve short – term sentences to secure and 
sustain stable accommodation on liberation - highlighted the housing problems 
people face when entering custody, during their sentence and on release. The 
research highlighted that there was inconsistency in the approach to supporting 
prisoners seeking housing advice, assistance and suitable accommodation. This 
may mean that two prisoners with the same needs could experience a different 
„housing journey‟ with very different outcomes, creating inequity through a postcode 
lottery. Ensuring that every person in and leaving our care gets the appropriate 
service is a key challenge for SPS and its partners. 
 
As part of the approach to addressing these issues SPS hosted two Knowledge 
Exchange events with housing organisations in 2016 which increased shared 
understanding of the distinctive roles that housing can play in preventing offending 
and reoffending and that prisons can play in preventing homelessness. The shared 
objective of the development of shared standards to prevent homelessness for those 
leaving prison Sustainable Housing on Release for Everyone (SHORE) emerged 
from those sessions as did a Prison and Housing Leaders Network. The SHORE 
standards were developed to meet a key recommendation by the Ministerial Group 
on Reoffending that: “the SPS and social housing providers should give 
consideration to setting out a consistent standard for providing services in all prisons 
to give advice and support with housing issues to those who serve short sentences, 
and on release in to the community including adoption of a Housing Options 
approach.” 
 
The standards were developed over the course of 18 months by a joint Housing and 
Prisons Task and Finish Group, involving intensive engagement with a range of 
partners and stakeholders, including people in and leaving our care.  They are 
representative of a collaborative approach, particularly around the development of 
shared aspirations and goals.  The standards are simple and have been drafted in 
line with the stages that all individuals, including those on remand, follow through the 
justice system - On Imprisonment, During Sentence, Prior to Release and Following 
Release.  We have committed to widen the scope of the standards to include „On 
Arrest‟ and „At Court‟ by the end of 2019.   
 
The standards were co-signed by the Cabinet Secretary for Justice and the Minister 
for Local Government and Housing.  The standards were launched by Kevin Stewart, 

http://www.sps.gov.uk/Corporate/Publications/Publication-5246.aspx
http://www.sps.gov.uk/Corporate/Publications/Publication-5246.aspx
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Minister for Local Government and Housing on Tuesday 5 December 2017, at the 
Norton Park Conference Centre, Edinburgh.  
 
The Task and Finish group is now working on a set of Standard Operating 
Procedures for prison staff as well as guidance for local authorities for 
implementation from April 2018 onwards. The standards will be monitored through 
feedback from each of the 5 Housing Options Hubs and Head of Offender 
Outcomes. The standards can be found at the link below: 
http://www.sps.gov.uk/Corporate/Publications/Publication-5363.aspx 
 

Scottish Prison Service 
1 February 2018 
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