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Justice Committee 
 

Post-legislative scrutiny of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 
 

Supplementary written submission from the Scottish Government 
 
The latest National Statistics reported a 10% reduction in police recorded crime in 
Scotland between 2012-13 and 2017-18, to the second lowest level since 1974 (the 
previous reduction between 2012-13 and 2016-17 was 13%).  
 
As I outlined to the Committee in my evidence on November 13, the way in which 
crimes are recorded in England & Wales is different to Scotland, so the statistics are 
not directly comparable. Recorded crime has been increasing in England & Wales, 
including a 11% rise in 2017-18. The Office for National Statistics (ONS) cite an 
increased focus on improving police recording practices as a key driver. This 
followed inspection reports from Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire 
& Rescue Services (HMICFRS), that found a significant number of crimes were 
under-recorded by the police.  
 
Despite this development, ONS found increases in some types of recorded crime in 
England & Wales are likely to be genuine - as they believe these to be generally 
well-reported by victims and well-recorded by the police. One example is burglary, 
which increased by 6% in England & Wales in 2017-18. At the same time police 
recorded housebreaking (Scotland’s equivalent measure) fell by 7%, contributing to 
a 30% reduction since 2012-13. 
 
 
Table: Number of crimes recorded by the police, Scotland and England & Wales (2012-13, 
2016-17 and 2017-18) 

Country 
   Crime Type 2012-13   2016-17 2017-18   

Change 
since 
2012-

13 

Change 
since 
2016-

17 

                

Scotland               

   Total Recorded Crime 273,053   238,921 244,504   -10% 1%* 

   Housebreaking 21,515   16,299 15,130   -30% -7% 

                

England & Wales               

   Total Recorded Crime 4,063,571   4,976,738 5,516,837   36% 11% 

   Burglary 459,795   412,060 437,507   -5% 6% 

 
Note: 
* The total number of crimes recorded by the police in Scotland increased by 1% 
between 2016-17 and 2017-18 - excluding those additional crimes of handling an 
offensive weapon, which were only recorded from 2017-18 onwards. For more 
information see pages 52-53 of the Recorded Crime in Scotland 2017-18 bulletin 
(https://www.gov.scot/publications/recorded-crime-scotland-2017-18/). 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/recorded-crime-scotland-2017-18/
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Sources: 
Recorded Crime in Scotland 2017-18  
(https://www.gov.scot/publications/recorded-crime-scotland-2017-18/) 
Crime in England and Wales: year ending June 2018 
(https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/cri
meinenglandandwales/yearendingjune2018 
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