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The Convener 
Justice Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
 
 
 

20th June 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
Management of Offenders Bill: Stage 3 Amendments  
 
I wrote to you on 15th April 2019 to provide the Justice Committee with some information about current 
risk assessment practice in Scotland. I write again in advance of considerations at stage 3.  
 
I will not repeat the information that I provided in April which, in summary, outlined the devlopments in 
risk assessment practice that have been advanced over the last 10 years with particular reference to the 
standards set and guidelines published by the Risk Management Authority (RMA). On the basis of those 
developments I offered the opinion that amendments in relation to risk assessment were unnecessary. 
 
Having reviewed the amendments that are being put forward at stage 3, I hope to assist the Committee 
by re-stating that opinion. Given the extensive development and collaboration that have taken place and 
continue, the proposed amendments relate to matters that are already being advanced by the relevant 
parties.   
 
At this juncture I wish to offer a further point for consideration. It is clear that the amendments are driven 
by concern for public protections and an appreciation of the importance of decisions and actions being 
informed by risk assessment.  However, the development and implementation of risk assessment 
methods are technical tasks and the knowledge base is ever-evolving; the efforts to define the 
components of risk assessment within the proposed amendments are necessarily brief and as such have 
limitations.  
 
By means of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003, the Scottish Parliament has legislated for 
standards of risk assessment practice to be set which are to be regarded, and against which practice is 
to be judged. That legislation gives the RMA the duty to define and promote effectice risk assessment 
practice through continuous review of research and developments in the field.   
 
It is possible that an unintended consequence of the proposed amendments would be to legislate for a 
different standard of risk assessment than the RMA has set. 
 
I am able to confirm that the RMA is working closely with Scottish Government and the Scottish Prison 
Service to develop risk assessment guidelines tailored to the decisions around release on Home 
Detention Curfew and consistent with the RMA standards.   
 

 



 

 
 
I hope this information is of assistance to the Committee in its considerations. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Yvonne Gailey  
Chief Executive  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


