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Railway Policing (Scotland) Bill implementation update 
 
Thank you for your letter of 13 December in which you provided the Justice 
Committee with an update on the progress of the recent consideration of options for 
enhanced accountability of railway policing to the Scottish Parliament.  
 
In your letter, you provided details of the recent event held on 6 November to seek 
stakeholder input to the appraisal process.  You indicate that representatives of the 
British Transport Police (BTP), British Transport Police Authority (BTPA), British 
Transport Police Federation (BTPF), Scottish Police Authority (SPA), Police 
Scotland, Department for Transport, the rail industry, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary Scotland and Audit Scotland attended the event. You also indicated 
that collaborative working with stakeholders continued after the event to further 
develop the options. 
 
The Committee agrees with your view that it is essential that BTP officers and staff 
have clarity and stability. In this respect, we note that you have indicated that these 
stakeholders have agreed that a viable medium-term option to enable governance 
and accountability of the delivery of railway policing in Scotland, was to  
 

“… create an arrangement that facilitates a stronger oversight role for SPA in 
relation to railway policing in Scotland. Both the SPA and BTPA have 
committed to exploring that option further and discussing how it might work in 
practice”. 

 
The Committee discussed your letter at our meeting on 18 December. We remain 
unclear what exactly is being proposed under this medium-term option and would 
appreciate clarification. Is this option the same as, or similar to, the BTPA’s 
proposed option 2; the ‘commissioned service model’. 
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Would you also provide details of where the project is now in the re-planning stage, 
the next steps for implementing the interim model, how stakeholders are to input to 
that process, and the proposed timetable.   
 
In addition to this the Committee would also appreciate details of plans to gain 
agreement to implement the Scottish Government’s long-term goal of full integration 
of the BTP in Scotland into Police Scotland. 
 
Finally, we note that representatives of the Scottish Police Federation (SPF) and the 
National Association for Retired British Transport Police Officers (NARBTO) did not 
appear to have been in attendance at your meeting of 6 November. Would you 
therefore please confirm whether those organisations were invited to the event and 
whether they were included in the follow-up collaborative work?  
 
I would be grateful for a response to this early in the New Year as this will enable 
the Committee to have a further discussion on the detail of your medium-term option 
and the longer-term future of railway policing in Scotland. 
 
 I hope you have a good festive break. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 


