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1. Revised standards for Neurological Health Services 
 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS) is reviewing the existing standards for 

Neurological Health Services (2009). A revised suite of general standards for 

neurological care and support will be developed and published by early 2019. This 

project originated from recommendations of the multi-agency and multi-disciplinary 

Short Life Working Group. The Group, convened in January 2017, was assigned to 

review and assess the currency of the 2009 standards based on defined criteria 

including best practice, patient outcomes, evidence base and other related standards 

and indicators.  

 

General standards will define a health services model of care applicable to all 

neurological conditions. NHS boards will use the standards to demonstrate that they 

are delivering services of an acceptable quality.  

 

Key documents including Health and Social Care Standards: My support, my life 

(2017) are being used to shape the direction of this work to ensure it is aligned with 

the changing landscape of health and social care services in Scotland. 

 

2. Neurological services implementation and improvement programme 2010-

2012 

 

As noted above, standards for neurological health services were published in 2009.  

In 2010, HIS launched the Neurological Services Implementation and Improvement 

Support Programme, which was funded for 2 years, to assist NHS boards to 

implement the standards. The final report of the programme was published in July 

2012. 

 

The programme included the following activities and outcomes: 

  

 Advisory group established by HIS and chaired by the Neurological Alliance of 

Scotland. 

 

 Multidisciplinary improvement networks established in every NHS board in 

Scotland. Local Improvement Leads identified in every NHS board.  

 

 Scottish Government funding of £1.2m allocated to NHS Boards to support local 

improvement activities.  

 

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/our_work/long_term_conditions/neurological_health_services/neurological_standards_2009.aspx
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/our_work/long_term_conditions/neurological_health_services/neurological_standards_2009.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/06/1327
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/our_work/long_term_conditions/neurological_health_services/neuro_services_national_report.aspx


 Self-evaluation against 4 generic standards was carried out by every board in 

July 2010 which helped inform both local and national priorities for improvement 

support.  

 

 A series of condition specific engagement events were held to gain greater 

understanding of priorities for people with lived experience; learning from this 

informed both local and national work.  

 

 Stepped Care for Functional Symptoms report published in 2012 in response to 

the NHS boards request for further guidance.  

 

 Peer Review evaluation carried out in 2012 to identify areas of good practice and 

assess progress towards implementing the standards.  

 

 The Scottish Government provided funding to the Neurological Alliance of 

Scotland in 2012 to form a Neurologic Services Advisory group to oversee and 

support NHS boards to implement their improvement plans once the HIS 

programme was complete.  

 

3. SIGN guidelines 

 

We have published the following guidelines related to neurological conditions, which 

are available on the SIGN website: 

 

145         Assessment, diagnosis and interventions for autism spectrum disorders 

2016 (patient booklets)                

143         Diagnosis and management of epilepsy in adults 2015 

130         Brain injury rehabilitation in adults 2013 (patient booklet) 

131         Management of schizophrenia 2013 (patient booklet) 

127         Management of perinatal mood disorders 2012 (patient booklet) 

114         Non-pharmaceutical management of depression 2010 (patient booklet) 

113         Diagnosis and pharmacological management of Parkinson's disease 2010 

112         Management of attention deficit and hyperkinetic disorders in children and 

young people 2009 

110         Early management of patients with a head injury 2009 

107         Diagnosis and management of headache in adults 2008 

 

Guidelines on the following topics are in development: 

 

 Delirium  

 Fetal alcohol syndrome disorder  

 Epilepsy in children 
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http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/our_work/long_term_conditions/neurological_health_services/neurological_symptoms_report.aspx
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/our_work/long_term_conditions/neurological_health_services/peer_review_evaluation.aspx
http://www.sign.ac.uk/our-guidelines.html

