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3 June 2020 
 
Dear Joan, 
 
I am writing to inform the Committee that the publication “COVID-19: the Case for Extending 
the Brexit Transition Period” will go live today and can be found here:  
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839607981 
 
We are publishing this paper chiefly to inform the public of the arguments which are important 
here. So far the UK Government has shown no willingness to seek an extension, however we 
will continue to try to persuade them that it would be in the national interest for them to do so.  
 
In the paper we argue that extending the transition period for a further two years is an 
appropriate and desirable economic measure that will support economic activity, employment 
and a speedier return to inclusive, sustainable growth.  
 
The detailed arguments in favour of an extension are; 
 

• that it would allow the economy more time to recover from COVID-19 before experiencing 
the additional negative impact of ending the Brexit transition;  

•   that the COVID-19 pandemic has prevented government, business and citizens from 
preparing adequately for what will be the most significant change to our external trade 
policy for half a century;  

• that proper democratic and technical scrutiny and implementation of the UK’s putative new 
relationship with the EU is simply not possible in the few months remaining before 
December this year – the end of the current transitional arrangements. 

 
I will today also be making a statement in Parliament to introduce the publication. I hope that, 
even with the differing views that exist over Brexit, there will be wide consensus that an 
extension would be the best course. 
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