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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM THE INDEPENDENT CARE REVIEW 

 

The Independent Care Review welcomes the Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Bill and the 

ambition to raise the age of criminal responsibility in Scotland from 8 to 12 years for children. This 

is an important step in the right direction towards a system in Scotland which is underpinned by 

respect for children’s rights and acknowledgement of the impact of early childhood trauma. If 

Scotland is to realise its ambition of being the best place in the world to grow up then further 

consideration is required on how we respond to, and more importantly support, our children who 

can at times behave in a way that some may interoperate as criminal. 

The Independent Care Review was commissioned by the First Minister to undertake a root and 

branch review of the system of care for looked after children in Scotland. The aims of the 

Independent Care Review are to identify and deliver lasting change in the care system and to leave 

a legacy that will transform the wellbeing of children and young people. The Independent Care 

Review’s working vision is that Scotland is the best place in the world for all children and young 

people to grow up. 

From the work already undertaken by the Independent Care Review, it is clear that children and 

young people with experience of care can face a greater risk of coming into contact with the 

criminal justice system than their peers. The Independent Care Review has heard that children in 

care can suffer long term consequences due to being charged and that criminal records remain with 

them affecting work opportunities, the way they feel they are perceived by others and at times it 

has an impact on how they perceive themselves as individuals. 

In order to further understand the inequalities faced by those with experience of care, the 

Independent Care Review is establishing six workstreams; one of which will entirely focus on the 

issue of Care and Justice. The workstream will be co-chaired by someone with care experience and 

someone from the sector and they will be supported in their workstream by individuals with both 

personal and professional experience of the care and criminal justice system. 

The Independent Care Review welcomes further discussions with the Equalities and Human Rights 

Committee on the Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Bill, as well as the wider issues linked to 

this for Scotland’s care experienced children and young people. 

 


