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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill  

SUBMISSION FROM Soil Association Scotland 

 

Introduction 

1. Soil Association Scotland welcomes the opportunity to submit evidence to the 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform committee on the Climate Change 

(Emissions Targets) (Scotland) Bill.  

 

2. We are the leading charity in Scotland working for healthy, humane and sustainable 

food, farming and land use. We have been actively involved in informing and 

developing policies and proposals for the Climate Change Plan 2017-2032 through 

the Agriculture and Climate Change Strategic Group. We would be pleased to 

provide further on any aspect of our response. 

 

3. An important part of our work is the delivery of evidence-based programmes which 

are funded by the Scottish Government and EU. Our farming and land-use 

programmes bring farmers, crofters, land managers, agricultural and environmental 

experts and researchers together, to share and build knowledge, skills and 

innovation for low carbon, nature-friendly farming which is profitable and productive. 

These programmes of work provide us with invaluable insight into the challenges of 

reducing GHG emissions and the actions which are likely to succeed in effecting 

climate change policy outcomes for carbon neutral food and farming. 

 

Views on the Bill 

 

4. Soil Association Scotland welcomes the Climate Change (emissions targets) Bill’s 

world leading ambition to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 90% by 2050. This is 

an ambitious target, as stated by Climate Change Committee, that is needed to 

ensure policy supports and enables actions that will help the agricultural sector to 

achieve this. 

 

5. While we are eager to see carbon neutral farming become a reality as soon as 

possible, we recognise that there is a lack of clarity around a credible pathway for 

achieving this through domestic efforts alone by 2050. We appreciate the Climate 

Change Committee’s concerns that a legislative commitment in light of this could 

have unintended consequences for the agricultural sector, and for societal wellbeing 

more generally.  
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6. We would encourage the regular review of evidence so that a target year for zero 

carbon can be identified as soon as possible to ensure a just transition to carbon 

neutral farming. 

Challenges around the Implementation of the Bill 

7. As important for identifying a zero carbon target year is, we need policies that will 

support the actions that will ensure the agricultural sector is well on its way to 

becoming carbon neutral, and is able to play its part in meeting the ambitious targets 

set out in this Bill. 

 

8. We are at a pivotal point for agricultural policy in light of the decision for the UK to 

leave the EU. This is an opportunity to raise the transition towards carbon neutral 

farming as a priority with rural payments that will support and reward farmers and 

land managers for practices that help to mitigate climate change such as organic 

farming, soil management, agroforestry and peatland restoration. Soil Association 

Scotland has a track record of bringing farmers, crofters, land managers, agricultural 

and environmental experts and researchers together, to share and build knowledge, 

skills and innovation and co-design solutions around these practices  

 

 

9. We also recommend that the Scottish Government introduce a nitrogen balance 

sheet to inform evidence-based targets for reduction in emissions, especially from 

the inefficient use of nitrogen-based fertilisers. Better nitrogen use efficiency reduces 

nitrous oxide and ammonia emissions, saves farmers money, promotes circular 

economy business opportunities, and reduces water and air pollution which 

damages people and nature.  

 

10. We recognise that the agricultural sector will be required to do more to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions associated with food production, as the sector is currently 

contributing over a fifth of Scotland’s total greenhouse gas emissions. However, 

farmers and landowners are also contributing to carbon sequestration and storage, 

and efficiency measures that are already leading to carbon savings.  

 

11. We are concerned that agriculture is defined in the greenhouse gas inventories in a 

very specific way, so it can only be an emitter of greenhouse gases. We recognise 

that there is a need to reduce the emissions associated with food production, but 

farmers also undertake activities that promote carbon sequestration through 

agroforestry, soil management and peatland restoration. In particular, peatland 

restoration needs to be counted as a farming activity, especially as such land can 

still be used for grazing. 

 

12. There needs to be a way to measure the full impact of all farming activity that is 

reflected in the inventory data. This will give a more accurate picture of the activities 
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that the agricultural sector undertakes that helps to mitigate climate change. This will 

ensure that future policy and carbon accounting recognises the role farmers can and 

do play in mitigating climate change, and provide support for more farmers to do so, 

thus enabling the transition to carbon neutral farming.  

 


