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Introduction
Archaeology Scotland is a leading independent charity working to inspire people to
discover, explore, care for and enjoy Scotland’s archaeological heritage. We were
established over 70 years ago and have gained a wealth of experience in community
engagement, volunteer and project management and professional best practice.
Although we are primarily focussed on archaeology, we apply this in the widest sense to
include projects covering natural, built and cultural heritage. Our main areas of activity
include:
o Adopt-a-Monument - a community-led scheme to record, conserve, interpret and
promote local sites and monuments;
o Learning - providing resources and advice for educators on how to use archaeology
to deliver the curriculum;
o Heritage Hero Award scheme for young people
o Scottish Archaeology Month - a celebration of archaeology events across Scotland in
conjunction with Doors Open Days and European Heritage Days in September each
year;
o Conferences and events - archaeological and heritage conferences and archaeotourism events;
o Training - skills training for volunteer archaeologists and historians including archival
research, surveying, recording and other archaeological techniques and CPD
sessions for teachers.
o Advocacy - we bring together members, supporters and partners to give Scottish
archaeology a voice on matters of importance to them
o Stobs Camp Project – a community focused project near Hawick, Scottish Borders
that looks to investigate and catalogue a prominent World War One training grounds
and POW camp that was stationed in the area.
Archaeology Scotland welcome the review of the Climate Change Act (2009),
especially the scrutiny and modification of the interim and 2050 targets.
Archaeological evidence can be useful in helping to determine rates and impacts of climate
change, as well as for documenting the impacts of significant environmental change on
people in the past and we welcome the opportunity to contribute evidence to the committee.
Fluctuations in temperature, increased storminess and cycles of wetting and drying that are
part of our changing climate means that some archaeology is now at risk of damage.
Preservation of buried archaeological sites and coastal sites will become increasingly
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difficult as these damaging cycles continue to have a physical impact. There is not one
single solution to environmental change but modification of targets in the Climate Bill offers
an opportunity to buy some time to come up with solutions.
Coastal and marine erosion is also already taking place at an accelerated pace. The work
of the SCAPE Trust and Historic Environment Scotland in carrying out assessments of
Scotland’s coasts has been invaluable as many coastal and lowland assets will be at risk.
Volunteers on the SCHARP project funded and supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund,
Historic Environment Scotland, the University of St Andrews and the Crown Estate
submitted over 1,000 surveys of archaeological sites around Scotland’s coasts and have
visited 90% of the highest priority sites under most threat from erosion. We now have a
much clearer picture of Scotland’s vulnerable coastal heritage and an updated list of priority
sites in each region. The Results & Highlights page gives a summary of results. Assets on
the coastal fringe will become increasingly at risk from inundation, damage or loss from
erosion, with foreshore and cliff-top equally vulnerable, depending on geology.
Historic Environment Scotland’s risk assessment on its properties in care has made
excellent progress in respect of the properties HES manages on behalf of Ministers but we
would welcome more collaborative effort to understand and measure impacts across the
wider historic environment and to explore the cost of mitigation, planning for loss of sites
and making the most of opportunities for understanding the vast majority of heritage assets
which remain outwith those designated by HES. We would suggest that HES is given the
opportunity to offer evidence to committee alongside the SCAPE Trust.
Given the near-impossibility of predicting the costs of action required, increasing the
statutory target from 80% to “at least” 90% is any more or less realistic and affordable than
increasing it from 80% to 100%. Furthermore, aiming for 100% might result in 90% or more
actually being achieved, whereas aiming for 90% “at least” immediately opens the door to
failure, with even the current 80% target open to doubt.
We would support BEFS and LINK calls for the most urgent action in respect of emissions
targets, and would much prefer to see the strongest possible political statement on this, in
the form of a commitment to work towards zero net emissions by 2050.

