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ClimateXChange is Scotland’s Centre of Expertise connecting climate change research and 

policy. This submission focuses on the Committee’s examination of issues relating to 

targets and target setting in the Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) 

Bill. 

ClimateXChange commissioned several independent research publications for the Scottish 

Government which relate to the Bill. These examine greenhouse gas emissions reduction 

aspirations, strategies and legislative targets set in other countries and jurisdictions. The 

reports are detailed below. 

1) Quality assurance of comparison of international climate change target 

frameworks (May 2018)  

This report reviews the accuracy of the Scottish Government’s comparisons of 

greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for leading climate change jurisdictions 

(Sweden, Norway, Finland, France, UK, EU) and provides additional relevant 

information. 

https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/3098/review-of-comparison-of-

international-climate-change-target-frameworks.pdf  

 

2) Greenhouse gas accounting for national climate change targets: A 

comparative study (December 2017) 

This report describes the key differences between greenhouse gas (GHG) 

accounting frameworks underlying international and domestic national climate 

change targets and reporting, for a selection of countries: Ireland, France, Denmark, 

Sweden, Estonia, Norway, New Zealand and Mexico. 

https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/2964/greenhouse_gas_accounting_for_na

tional_climate_change_targets.pdf  

 

3) International climate change target frameworks (November 2017) 

This document summarises domestic greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions target 

frameworks for countries with legislated targets (Sweden, Mexico, Denmark), a sub-

state actor with legislated targets (Catalonia) and countries without (Norway, France, 

Germany, New Zealand, Ireland). The countries and sub-state actor covered were 

selected because they are known to have statutory and/or highly ambitious targets. 

https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/1325/international_climate_change_target

_frameworks.pdf  
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4) A review of greenhouse gas reduction aspirations and their legislation across 

selected countries and regions (July 2017) 

This report examines countries aspiring to leadership on tackling climate change, 

and how they are dealing with the challenges of meeting ambitious climate goals. 

The paper explores relevant national Climate Change and Energy strategies, plans 

and policies in some European countries (EU and non-EU), Mexico and two US 

states. These were chosen on account of their progressive aspirations. The research 

focused on national greenhouse gas (GHG) targets, sectoral targets, legislation and 

the strength of law to enforce delivery, the role of carbon trading and offsetting and 

the achievability of targets. 

https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/2117/countriesregions_climatechangeaspi

rations_casestudies.pdf  
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