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Thank you for your letter dated 5 February 2019 regarding South Lanarkshire Council's perspective 
on the following questions: 

a) Has the structure of the Senior Phase in Curriculum for Excellence allowed for better
learning and overall achievement than previously?

Yes. The introduction of Curriculum for Excellence has resulted in improved outcomes for 
young people. The range of qualifications and opportunities for young people has increased; 
the breadth of provision, particularly for young people who do not intend to access Higher 
Education has improved; the level of vocational activity, including supported activity for more 
vulnerable learners, has increased; the inclusion and involvement of young people in decision 
making around their chosen pathways has increased and young people are more aware of 
their own personal development in the context of skills for life, learning and work. As a result, 
attainment levels have improved, stay-on rates have improved and more young people than 
ever leave to positive destinations. 

b) Education Scotland says the Senior Phase has the "flexibjlity to offer a range of
pathways that meet the needs and raise the attainment levels of all learners". How do
your schools offer flexibility to their learners through the Senior Phase and how does
this impact on the range of subjects available and th� depth of pupils' learning?

The senior phase allows planning for each young person to be considered over a 3-year period 
(S4-S6) enabling them to focus on the acquisition of qualifications, skills and experiences in a 
coherent way, rather than as 3 distinct academic sessions. 

The broader focus of the BGE in helping young people to develop the 4 capacities and 
associated attributes means that they are better prepared academically and personally to 
progress into their Senior Phase. 

By recognising the 4 contexts for learning, schools are better placed to support young people 
to acquire a range of hard and soft skills (often formally accredited) not just in the classroom, 
but through their participation in the wider life of the school including through community 
engagement and work-based learning. 
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their provision and might also undertake activities to develop their leadership skills and 
employability profile or to support their personal statement for university. 

e) Have you experienced any changes in the level of uptake in particular subjects in the
past 5 years? If so, what subjects in particular and what do you think has caused this
change?

The overall number of pupils in S4, S5 and S6 combined has fallen slightly over the 5 year
period as has the total number of SQA qualifications that pupils have sat. There are some
fluctuations in subject entries for some subject areas , however it would be difficult to attribute
these fluctuations to curriculum models as the qualifications framework and range of courses
has also changed in that time. For example, there is a reduction in the number of Biology
entries that has been offset by increased uptake in Human Biology.

f) What is the impact, positive or negative, of any limitations on subject choices?

As previously stated, the curriculum models and the range of courses, programmes and
opportunities available to young people have resulted in a steady increase in qualification
levels at point of exit and an increase in the proportion of pupils achieving sustained positive
destinations.

That said, there is a recognition that literacy and numeracy levels are still not as high as we
might expect, and the difference in attainment between young people from different socio
economic backgrounds remains a clear focus for us all.

Our experience would indicate that socio-economic factors remain a more significant influence
on positive outcomes than any particular curriculum model.

Yours sincerely 

Stewart Nicolson 
Head of Education (Senior Phase) 






