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Dear Clare, 

 

Thank you for your letter dated 5 February 2019 regarding the Education and Skills 
Committee’s inquiry on subject choice availability.  

As you know, The Open University, uniquely among Scottish higher education institutions, 
does not require entrance qualifications. This approach makes access to higher education 
feasible for the widest possible range of students, from all kinds of backgrounds.  

However, as with the Committee’s previous information request on this issue in 2017, it also 
means that we cannot give you exactly the information you are looking for. This is because 
we do not hold detailed information on prior qualifications for our students as we do not need 
to know this as part of their registration to study with us. 

Instead, we ask them about their highest level of previous education. The following table 
shows this information for all new undergraduates, for new undergraduates studying 
engineering modules, and for new undergraduates studying law modules in 2018/19 (we do 
not offer medicine).  

This data is not directly comparable with the data provided in 2017 because of some 
changes to provision – we offer module start dates at different times of the year and the 
principal presentations of some relevant modules have moved. In particular, a number of 
engineering students now join us in April and so will not be recorded below. 
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New undergraduates 
in 2018/19 to 20 Feb 
2019 (excluding YASS) 
  

All 2018/19 Engineering 2018/19 Law 2018/19 

Highest previous 
qualification 

Age  
<= 21 

Age  
>21 

Age  
<=21 

Age  
>21 

Age  
<=21 

Age  
>21 

Degree or equivalent 
(UG or PG) 

10 810 0 40 0 15 

Other sub-degree HE 
qualifications 

55 410 0 30 5 10 

HNC or HND 75 805 5 95 5 20 
Advanced Highers 
(and non-Scottish 
equivalents) 

55 55 5 0 0 0 

Highers (and non-
Scottish equivalents) 

190 560 10 45 5 15 

Other quals. at 
SCQF6/Highers level 

30 290 0 30 0 10 

Qualifications below 
Highers level 

120 740 5 45 10 30 

No formal 
qualifications 

15 100 0 5 0 5 

Unclassified 25 225 5 10 0 10 
 

Notes: this table excludes Young Applicants in Schools Scheme students, about whom more 
below; numbers are rounded to the nearest five in line with Higher Education Statistics 
Authority guidance; this table shows headcount, not FTE; OU engineering qualification 
students study common modules at level one, specialising (for example, in mechanical 
engineering) later in their studies. 

 

We have excluded students who are studying with us through our Young Applicants in 
School Scheme (YASS), of whom we have more than 1000, from this data as these students 
are by definition still in school.  

However, it is worth noting that YASS plays an important role in the context of the 
Committee’s scrutiny by extending subject choice in the senior phase of school. Indeed, a 
suite of four badged open courses examining Scots law and law-making is a particularly 
popular component of the YASS offer.  

YASS allows schools, particularly smaller schools and schools in rural areas, to offer a wider 
range of subjects in sixth year and enables students to experience degree-level study in 
familiar surroundings and with the support of both the University and their school teachers.  

  



Students can thus build their confidence prior to applying to university or to ease the 
transition to university, as well as enhancing their applications for competitive subjects such 
as law or engineering. 

I hope this information is useful and please do not hesitate to get in touch with Kenny 
Stewart, Communications and Policy Manager, on kenny.stewart@open.ac.uk if we can help 
further. 

Yours sincerely 

Susan Stewart 
Director 
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