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Dear Ms Adamson

Senior Phase subject choice availability and university admissions

Thank you for your recent letter regarding entry to undergraduate degrees at the University
Edinburgh in 2018/19. I am pleased to provide the information you requested.

We publish full details of our entry requirements and selection criteria on our website.
Information currently published relates to 2020 entry:
https://www.ed .ac.uk/studying/undergraduate

The University’s approach to Curriculum for Excellence is detailed at:
https://www.ed .ac. uk/studying/undergraduate/entry-requirements/scottish-
qualifications/h ighers

The University of Edinburgh has operated contextualised admissions since 2004, recognising
that not all applicants have an equal opportunity to demonstrate their academic potential
through their school qualifications. The offer and entry requirement information detailed
below mentions ‘Context Plus’ applicants. These are applicants whose socio-economic
status, educational background or personal circumstances are indicators of disadvantage,
and who are from groups underrepresented in higher education. Context Plus applicants are
required to meet the minimum entry requirement, not the standard offer.

Further information about the University’s approach to contextualised admissions, including
information about the criteria used, is available on our website:
https://www.ed .ac. uk/studying/u ndergrad uate/applying/selection/contextual-admissions

Recognising the variable access to Advanced Highers across Scotland, the University frames
its entry requirements in terms of attainment at SQA Higher. Candidates who do not have
access to Advanced Highers are not disadvantaged in our admissions processes. Information
about the Highers approved for entry is published on our website:
https://www.ed .ac. uk/studying/undergraduate/entry-requirements/scottish-
qualifications/approved-subjects. We accept a range of other qualifications for entry,
including Higher National qualifications and Foundation Apprenticeships.

1. For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as opposed to
minimum requirements) for 2018-19 entry? Please include information on all elements of
the offer, including whether specific qualifications are required to have been achieved in
a single sitting or in a single academic year.

I. MBChB Medicine (excluding graduate entry)
The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336



Standard offer:

Conditional: BBB in 56 (or BB for context plus offers) — this is either 2 Advanced Highers and
one Higher, or 3 Advanced Highers. There are no compulsory subjects unless the applicant
hasn’t already got all of the required subjects from S5.

Minimum entry requirements:

SQA Highers: AAAAB by the end of 55, to include Chemistry and two of Biology,
Mathematics or Physics. For some applicants this subject combination at S5 Higher is
neither possible nor appropriate. Students who meet the grade requirements in S5 but are
missing one or more sciences may take the missing subject(s) in S6. Human Biology may
replace Biology.

National 5s: B grades in Biology, Chemistry, English and Mathematics. SQA

Advanced Highers: We encourage the study of at least two subjects at Advanced Higher
level in S6 and one further subject at Higher or above. The subjects of greatest relevance to
a medical programme are Chemistry and Biology. Offers are usually conditional on 56
performance.

‘Context Plus’ applicants received offers based on the entry requirement, not the standard
offer.

University Clinical Aptitude Test (formerly UK Clinical Aptitude Test):

All applicants need to sit the University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT) during the summer
prior to application. We accept all UCAT scores and have no minimum requirement. We also
consider the Situational Judgement section of the UCAT test separately.

ii. LLB Law (excluding graduate entry, and combined degrees)

Standard offer:

Unconditional, based on AAAAA achieved by the end of 55, including Higher English at first
attempt.

“Context Plus” applicants: conditional or unconditional, based on ABBB including Higher
English at first attempt, with BBB achieved in a single set of exams by the end of S5.

Minimum entry requirements:

SQA Highers: ABBB by end of S5 or ABBBB/AABB from S4-S6, including English at first
attempt. BBB must be achieved in a single sitting by the end of 55. ‘Context Plus’ applicants
received offers based on the entry requirement, not the standard offer.

iii. BEng/MEng Mechanical Engineering

Standard offer:

Conditional or unconditional: AAAA to include Mathematics at Grade A, plus either Physics
or Engineering Science.



Minimum entry requirements: 

SQA Highers: AABB by end of S5 or AABBB/ AAAB from S4-S6, with a minimum of BBB 

achieved in one year of S4-S6, to include Mathematics at Grade A, plus either Physics or 

Engineering Science. 

2. How many of the 2018-19 entrants were accepted onto the programme having achieved

SQA qualifications?

MBChB Medicine: 

LLB Law: 

BEng Mechanical Engineering: 

MEng Mechanical Engineering: 

76 

112 

6 

26 (including one deferred from 2017) 

3. How many 2018-19 entrants were there in total?

MBChB Medicine: 208 

LLB Law: 163 

BEng Mechanical Engineering: 40 

MEng Mechanical Engineering: 63 

If you require clarification of any of this information, or if I can be of further assistance, 

please do get in touch. 

Yours sincerely 

Rebecca Gaukroger 1 

Director 

Student Recruitment & Admissions 


