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Introduction 

1. As part of its inquiry into instrumental music tuition in schools, the Committee 
agreed to undertake a visit to Coatbridge High School, which hosts a weekly 
practice session for approximately 450 children from across North Lanarkshire. 
 

2. Committee Convener Clare Adamson MSP and Gordon MacDonald MSP 
attended the visit on Friday 9 November, accompanied by a clerk. The visit 
involved meeting with officials from North Lanarkshire Council as well as 
speaking to some of the children taking part in the practice sessions. 
 

3. This note is a summary of the discussions held during the visit. 

 

Background information on North Lanarkshire Council's provision 

4. North Lanarkshire Council charges pupils £150 for instrumental music tuition, 
and a £50 supplement for those who wish to attend the weekly practice 
sessions. These charges were introduced in 2011 as an alternative to reducing 
the service.   
 

5. The £150 covers at least 30 25-minute lessons, and the £50 supplement covers 
the cost of teachers and transport for the weekly practice sessions (see “North 
Lanarkshire Schools initiative” below). The £150 can be paid in four “chunks” 
of £37.50. 
 

6. Although there was a drop-off of roughly 30% after the introduction of fees, 
these spaces were filled again by the following year. It was suggested 
anecdotally that the demographics of those taking part changed slightly, with 
those just above the threshold for being exempt from charges being replaced 
by those who are exempt or those from more affluent families. However, it is 
difficult to accurately measure the reasons for withdrawing from tuition, as some 
pupils may be unaware of why or not wish to disclose the reason if it is linked 
to family income. 
 

7. 28% of the pupils who undergo tuition live in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd deciles of the 
Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD). 25 primary schools in North 
Lanarkshire run Pupil Equity Funding (PEF) projects to supplement council 
provision.  

North Lanarkshire Schools initiative 

8. On the day of the visit, roughly 450 pupils from across North Lanarkshire were 
taking part in their weekly practice session. The pupils are bussed to Coatbridge 
High School from their own school and back again.  
 

http://simd.scot/2016/#/simd2016/BTTTFTT/9/-4.0000/55.9000/


9. 23 secondary schools and 50 primary schools take part in the session. The 
numbers from each school vary from 8-34 from secondary school and usually 
either one or two pupils from primary schools. The teachers who take part in 
the sessions are paid overtime. 
 

10. The weekly practice sessions run on Monday night (jazz orchestra), Tuesday 
night (ensemble), and for everybody on Friday night. North Lanarkshire has a 
whole band tradition as well as a strong rock/pop background, which is reflected 
in the diverse range of instruments taught. 

 

Views on the benefits of music education 

11. The members spoke to six pupils taking part in the sessions. The thread running 
through their comments was the enjoyment they had from playing an instrument 
rather than commenting on their own proficiency. Many pupils talked about how 
it helped them to relax or de-stress. 
 

12. The pupils also talked about the additional skills gained through playing an 
instrument. One pupil observed that having to keep in time and read notes 
helped them learn how to focus, while another remarked that it was like learning 
another language. Many pupils remarked on the organisational skills, multi-
tasking and group working skills gained through playing an instrument. 
 

13. The pupils were also positive about the social skills gained through taking part, 
and referred to friends they had made from other schools as a result of their 
participation. One pupil also said it helped them get a job as it was something 
they could refer to during their interview. 
 

14. Only two of the pupils present were taking or had undertaken SQA exams in 
music, with the others saying they took part because it was fun or friends were 
taking part. Some pupils said they had initially been unaware of the opportunity 
to take part until a teacher had spoken to them about it. 
 

15. It was observed by officials that PEF projects delivered in primary schools assist 
with literacy, numeracy and wellbeing as much as they do with musical 
proficiency. 

Other comments 

16. It was estimated that, for every instrumental teacher lost to the service, roughly 
100 pupils would not benefit from the service. It was also suggested that a 
reduction in teachers and in pupils being involved in the service would in turn 
reduce future provision as less people would be experienced and qualified to 
deliver tuition for future generations. 

 


