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The Committee held an informal meeting prior to its Committee meeting on 7 
November 2018. The Committee invited young people to share their experiences 
with the Committee. In addition, a teacher and a parent contributed to the 
discussions. 

The informal meeting split into two groups. 

Group 1: Young people and parents 

The conversation in this group was led by Clare Adamson and Gordon MacDonald.  

Two MSYPs, a young person working in the music sector and a parent from 
Clackmannanshire shared their experiences. 

The parent from Clackmannanshire has two children learning instruments. The cost 
has doubled from last year and they now pay a total of £1048 for tuition. The parent 
discussed the difficulty of weighing up whether or not to continue to pay for tuition. In 
each child’s class of 25 – 30 pupils, the number taking on tuition has dropped from 
around 6 to around 3. 

The MSYPs were both from West Lothian. They mentioned their frustration at the 
consultation on changes to music tuition undertaken by West Lothian Council last year, 
which they felt was inaccessible and did not run for long enough. Music tuition in West 
Lothian now costs £382 a year, which provides pupils with one 25 minute lesson; 
whether this lesson is on a one-to-one basis or in a group varies. The parent said that 
some group lessons combine different instruments in a manner which is not conducive 
to individual learning. 

The young person working in the music sector emphasised the wider benefits of music 
tuition beyond exam success, and described the impact of learning music on her social 
skills and self confidence. Had she been charged for music tuition when attending 
school, she would not have been able to continue and did not believe she would now 
work in the music sector. She also listed some of the other jobs, such as intellectual 
property law and events management, which are related to music and reflected that 
these linked careers are not always promoted in school. 

The young person also reported a former teacher commenting that she had been 
allowed to study music “against my [the teacher’s] better judgment”, which prompted 
a discussion about whether children should choose instruments or teachers should 
have the final say. The MSYPs mentioned that West Lothian schools have “instrument 
banks” and also assist pupils with purchasing instruments.   

The parent and MSYPs mentioned the rise of the use of private tuition to supplement 
or replace tuition in schools and suggested that current market rates for private tuition 



are similar to the cost for tuition in school. The point was also made that fee structures 
and the exemptions in place can mean that people who are just above the exemption 
level are affected the most by charging for tuition and that this is contrary to the goals 
of equity in education. 

The parent also noted the ambition of the Youth Music Initiative to deliver a 
commitment that “every school pupil in Scotland should be offered a year of free music 
tuition by the time they leave primary school”.  She stated that this had not occurred 
at the primary school her children attended. 

Group 2: St Ambrose High School, Coatbridge 

The conversation in this group was led by Jenny Gilruth and Liz Smith. 

A music teacher and three pupils from St Ambrose High School shared their 
experience of music tuition at the school and more broadly in North Lanarkshire. 

The school has an agreed capacity of 1250. It has a music and drama faculty with 
six music teachers. It has a bank of instruments for pupils, but many purchase an 
instrument via monthly instalments paid to the Council. Piano tuition is not available. 

It is becoming more difficult to recruit and retain instrumental music tutors. 

There is an expectation that music teachers will support school bands in their own 
time (at lunchtimes and after school). The school allows classrooms to be used for 
this purpose. 

All three young people were studying for SQA examinations (N5, Higher or 
Advanced Higher). The school will only pay for tuition for one instrument. Courses 
require demonstration of skills in performing music on two contrasting instruments. 
This can include voice, which is a common choice for a second instrument. 

One-to-one tuition helps greatly when pupils participate in general music classes. 
This was due to: 

• Greater familiarity with music (reading and playing) 

• Greater commitment to practice at home 

• Enhanced patience 

• Increased confidence when performing in front of others 

Other wider benefits from learning a musical instrument were said to include: 

• Improved study skills because of dedication to practice 

• Sense of accomplishment and satisfaction through progress 

• Development of friendships beyond school peer group through participation in 
bands, choirs, etc. 

• Improved sense of wellbeing 

The young people were firmly of the view that instrumental music tuition should be 
free. They were aware of peers who would like to learn a musical instrument but 
can’t afford to. Some young people and their families have to make a choice 



between funding music tuition or other extra-curricular activities such as dance (e.g. 
clothing, performances, etc.) 

Primary schools 

The young people reported mixed experiences of opportunities to study music at 
primary school. Two were offered very limited chances to learn to play an instrument, 
but one started the flute in P6. 

The teacher reported that North Lanarkshire Council had just started to use Pupil 
Equity Funding to support instrumental music tuition in primary schools (including 
purchase of plastic wind instruments). 

 


