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I understand that the Education and Skills Committee has invited interested parties 
to make submissions on the subject of Instrumental Music Tuition in Scottish 
schools.  
 
Having recently retired from my post within a Local Authority as the person with 
responsibility for the day to day delivery of the Instrumental Music Service, this is a 
subject close to my heart and which I consider to be of the utmost importance in the 
development of our young people. 
Having spent 43 years actively engaged in the teaching of instrumental music skills 
to pupils of all ages and at every stage of their development, I have a vast amount of 
personal observation to bring to the discussion. It is not an exaggeration to say that 
there is no other single activity which can have such a profound effect on as many 
areas of development as learning to play an instrument. A list, which is far from 
comprehensive, would include, motor skills, hand/eye coordination, mental agility, 
team working, self-reliance, independence, self-evaluation and listening skills. The 
benefits to the development of social, emotional, communication and cognitive skills 
are well documented. The fact that an organisation such as Systema Scotland, 
whose intention is to bring about transformational social change, would choose 
music as the vehicle to deliver this, is surely an endorsement if one was needed.  
 
At a time when government policy in education is centred on interdisciplinary 
learning and inclusion, it seems perverse in the extreme to allow a service which 
promotes all the values of Curriculum for Excellence to remain under threat. As long 
as Instrumental Instruction remains the responsibility of individual Local Authorities, 
who can choose to underfund or ignore it because it is "Non-Statutory", we will 
continue to have the inequable, incomprehensible situation that exists at the 
moment. It is only when the provision is organised centrally that we will be in a 
position to eliminate the inequalities that exist because of social, financial and 
geographic considerations.  
 
In the wider view of things, the lessons in school by themselves do not give pupils 
access to the benefits that come from performing together with their peers at Area, 
Regional and National level. This is particularly true for those who live in more 
remote locations. When the Youth Music Initiative was introduced over a decade 
ago, the possibility of being able to address this was open to us. Instead, we were 
forced to take a "one size fits all" approach with a plethora of short-term, hit and run 
projects which had no lasting contribution to make to the long-term improvement of 
Instrumental Music provision. I can only wonder what the benefit of all those millions 
of pounds might have been had they been invested in improving on what was 
working well and redressing the balance in the areas where it was not. Perhaps we 
now have a second chance to address the issue in a more meaningful way. 
 
In closing, I would like to pay tribute to the dedicated members of staff who have 
worked in the Instrumental Music Services across the country and over the decades. 



Surely our contribution in the twenty first century is not going to be to allow such an 
important means of enhancing the cultural life of our country to disappear or become 
something only for the rich and privileged or for those living in geographic areas with 
easy access to the required resources.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
George Kelly 
 
East Dunbartonshire 
 


