
REF NO. 

EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

MUSIC TUITION IN SCHOOLS INQUIRY  

Caroline Wilson 

Subtitle Music Tuition In Schools 

I am the parent of 3 children, 2 of my children have been part of the Clackmannanshire 
Council Music Tuition Scheme since Primary 4, they are now in S6 and S2.  Over the years 
we have made it a priority to pay for music tuition, believing it provides a fundamental 
enhancement to children developing advanced learning styles, emotional development and 
social development. 

Our eldest son was not a sporty child in Primary School, music tuition and the spin off from 
that, playing locally in a Voluntary Organisation Hillfoots Music For Youth, provided him with 
a much-needed social stability, a way to make friends and to fit in.  Since reaching Secondary 
School, he has blossomed as a person, the main reason for this has been his involvement in 
Music, he has attained A’s at Standard Grade and Higher and is now studying Advanced 
Higher. 

Music has afforded my eldest son huge opportunities in developing as a person.  My son is 
not particularly academic, he will achieve far fewer academic results that his elder sibling. 
However, he has developed way beyond my eldest in terms of his social interaction and 
personal confidence.  He now plays in three bands, two within the voluntary sector, Hillfoots 
Music For Youth and Clackmannanshire Brass (where he plays in both the youth and adult 
ensembles), and in a rock band with his friends.  My son started life as a shy and introvert 
child, he is now quiet and reserved but can hold his own in unfamiliar surroundings, work 
hard in a team environment, mediate in difficult situations and stand out alone performing 
solos.  These life skills and personal confidence skills are down to the enhancement that 
learning to play instruments have brought to his life. 

My youngest child has played an instrument since Primary 4, he is now in S2. Music does 
not play such a large part in his life, but is has still provided invaluable skills.  My youngest is 
a much more laid back and sociable child.  However, as the youngest of 3, he is also lazier, 
less inclined to apply himself. Learning an instrument and sitting Grades has forced his to 
apply learning, put him under exam pressure and as part of an orchestra forced him to work 
hard, so as not to let the team down.   

The lessons learned for both my sons are completely different and both invaluable in terms 
of learning life skills. 

I have given you the above as personal background, however that is only to make the 
following point with regard to the growing increases in music tuition costs. 

I am non-musical, as a child my parents could not afford music tuition for myself or my brother, 
music was studied in high school by those who’s parents could afford private tuition. I was 
delighted to be able to access group tuition for my sons via the local Council Tuition Scheme. 

As a mid-income family, we have sacrificed other activities for our children in order to pay for 
2 out of 3 children to receive music tuition. And that was went we were paying just short of 
£500 per year for both children 
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If I was to be a parent paying tuition for two children, at Clackmannanshire Councils current 
rate of £524 per year, I would be paying £1048 per year.  That is totally out with our financial 
reach.  

Since the introduction of new rates, in my voluntary capacity, I have watched many children 
drop out of the music tuition scheme and Hillfoots Music for Youth, for purely financial 
reasons.  This is academically and emotionally wrong. It goes against everything GIFREC 
stands for. 

In no other academic subject, do parents have to invest financially to ensure their children 
reach the standards required to pass SQA exams at the highest level. IE. It would be almost 
impossible for a child to reach Advanced Higher SQA level music without 1) having received 
music tuition since primary school and 2) having had parents financially contribute to that 
goal for around 8 years (until SQA funding kicks in in S4). 

On the basis of existing fees structures, I would have had to either choose for both my 
children to stop receiving tuition to allow them to be equitably treated. Or, to stop one playing, 
choosing the child who showed the most potential, or had received lessons the longest.  This 
is wrong and a position no parent should be put in. 

Music has been proven to be hugely beneficial for raising standards in areas of deprivation 
and in poorly performing schools.  It is time that Government acknowledged the evidence 
and put funding there.  It is clear that music is not about teaching only one subject, it benefits 
all round social, emotional and academic achievement and ALL children should have the 
ability to access that, if they wish to. 

Finally, music is ingrained in every part of everyday life.  It contributes to our heritage, culture, 
recreation, industry and tourism.  Countries like Scotland rely heavily in music as part and 
parcel of our tourism trade, bands playing in pubs, ceilidhs, concerts, the Conservatoire.  
Even those who do not study music, benefit from the investment in those who do, many times 
over in their private and personal lives. 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


