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I have been teaching at Dyce Academy as Head of Music since 1998. At this time 
music was thriving in schools – both Primary and Secondary. Peripatetic teachers in 
the primary encouraged pupils to learn instruments and places -free places – were full 
with waiting lists both in the primaries and secondary’s. There was a healthy flow of 
musicians from primary to secondary who were of a good standard and continued with 
their musical education in the secondary school. Over the years, the introduction of 
fees has had a massive impact on music. I have seen a slow decline of paying pupils. 
Aberdeen was severely hit with the Oil collapse and parents do not have excess 
money for such things. The decline of peripatetic teachers in primaries has also had 
an impact on the quality of musician coming into the secondary school. As head of the 
music school I am seeing a real lack of primary suitable candidates from mainstream 
schools. The amount of pupils in the main school taking music lessons have 
plummeted and music tutors are in for a fraction of the time they used to be. 
Personally, as someone who was lucky to have a fantastic musical education – 
through the state, system I think it is very sad that it is almost elite now and not a staple 
diet. Having recently been to Stavanger and their centres of excellence, the money 
they are throwing at the Arts is incredible. Pupils are queueing to get suitable grades 
to enter these school. We seem to be pushing in the other direction. It is there for all 
to see how the Arts benefits and enhances life. Surely all pupils should be given equal 
opportunities to enjoy this – not as a paid extra. 

 

 


