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I live in Clackmannanshire.  In 2016, my son, who attends a local primary school, was given 
the opportunity as part of his class to have class music tuition, at no cost to ourselves (other 
than if the instrument was damaged).  We agreed as he was particularly excited to take part, 
so he came home with an instrument.  Music tuition commenced every week in school 
thereafter.  As he had shown some musical ability in playing the instrument, he (and only a 
few others) was invited to join a local youth orchestra. 

The lessons continued in school and our son attended a local youth orchestra as well.  This 
free tuition meant that he had an amazing opportunity and enabled him to build on new 
skills.  Our son very quickly became confident to play not only at school in front of an audience 
but also as part of a local youth orchestra concerts.  It was a great and exciting opportunity 
which he loved. 

Earlier this year, we were sent home a music tuition form and advised that our son’s free 
school lessons would finish at the end of the school year (June 2018).  If we wanted to 
continue lessons for him, the cost would be £524 per year.  To say that this amount was a 
complete shock is an understatement.  To go from free tuition to £524 per year is 
shocking!  Unfortunately, as like most others, this wasn’t affordable to us at this time, so we 
had to tell our that he would no longer get instrumental lessons.  Our son, being of primary 
school age, couldn’t understand why he could no longer have his lessons and got increasingly 
bewildered and distraught. 

As we couldn’t pay for the lessons, our son was advised to hand his instrument back to the 
school, which was heart wrenching to make him do this as he kept crying. 

I really feel let down by Clackmannanshire Council as they have encouraged the children to 
play an instrument, to provide opportunities (which is a great thing!) and then take it all away 
by making it unaffordable for most parents to continue.  Most parents would probably expect 
to pay a small fee for continued music tuition for those children that have shown an aptitude, 
but this is unachievable for most. 

I would like to see free lessons re-instated for all school children across Scotland or a nominal 
tuition fee, which is consistent across all council area’s (Clackmannanshire appear to be 
charging the most). 
 


