




• the refreshed GIRFEC Policy and practice guidance provides an opportunity
to explain how information sharing practice could generally be delivered and
signposted to relevant further guidance as appropriate;

• explaining how different parts of law interact in a statutory Code would be
detailed and complex and unlikely to be an easy read for practitioners or the
public.

In view of this the Panel consider that: 

• An overly complex Code of Practice would not be user friendly and could
inhibit good professional practice

• In light of recent changes to the legal landscape, GDPR and the Data
Protection Act 2018 could assist in providing the legal framework and
necessary safeguards to support proportionate and necessary information
sharing within a GIRFEC approach;

Next steps 

The Panel now intend to have a short period of targeted engagement in early 2019 
to consider: 

• what would be most helpful for children, young people and their families to
better understand the legislative position on information sharing; and

• the development of practitioner advice, support and guidance to explain how
information sharing works in practice within the new legal landscape, including
more detailed guidance on sharing information in a range of specific
circumstances

The Panel will report its conclusions to the DFM as soon as practicable after this 
engagement has concluded. 

Yours Sincerely 

Prof. Ian Welsh OBE 


