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Dear Fiona, 
 
BiFab, the offshore wind sector and the Scottish supply chain 
 
Thank you for attending the Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee meeting 
yesterday and providing evidence on BiFab, the offshore wind sector and the 
Scottish supply chain.  I am writing to follow up on a number of points. 
 
Maurice Golden referred to a company in Montrose which said that ‘it was cheaper 
for it to ship via container to China than it was for it to transport its steel pilings by 
lorry to Glasgow’. Whilst not asking for a reply specifically on that case, the Member 
asked whether any research has been done on transportation costs that might be 
relevant to BiFab.  In response, you offered to reply in writing. [Official report, 15 
December 2020, column 12] 
 
In relation to the pre-acquisition business plan, you said: 
 

‘I am keen for the committee to see the plan, so I will do what I can to ensure 
that you can get it, but I am under constraint and will take advice on what 
would be appropriate. I hope that you understand my reluctance to offer the 
plan without the company’s agreement.’ [Official report, 15 December 2020, 
column 17] 

 
Given the contradiction in evidence provided to the Committee regarding the content 
of the business plan, it is imperative that the Committee has sight of the plan to 
inform its report on these matters.  The Committee is corresponding with DF Barnes 
regarding the plan, but would welcome a response from the Scottish Government on 
what information it is able to provide the Committee on these matters. 
 
The Committee would also ask for any clarification you can provide of the financial 
thresholds under State Aid rules for assessing the viability of a company when 
considering whether to offer financial assistance.   
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The Committee is aware of potential constraints on supporting the Scottish supply 
chain under UK competition law, particularly after the end of the transition period for 
leaving the EU.  The Committee would be grateful if you could provide any 
information you have on what these constraints might be. 
 
In the meeting, we discussed with you the range of projects that BiFab has bid for 
and who won the contracts.  If there is any further information you are able to provide 
on this, that would be very helpful. 

Finally, you offered to share what the Scottish Government’s response to the UK 
Government’s consultation on changes to Supply Chain Plans and the CfD contract.  
It would be helpful if you could give an indication of when you will be able to share 
that with the Committee. 

Given the timescale for drafting the Committee’s report, I would be grateful to receive 
a response by 5 January. 
 
Kind regards,  

  

Gordon Lindhurst MSP,   

Convener  

 
 
   
 

 

 


