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14 December 2020 
 
Dear Convener, 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide evidence on BiFab, the offshore wind sector and the 
Scottish supply chain at the meeting of the Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee on 
8 December 2020.  I committed to provide a written response with further information on the 

Scottish Offshore Wind Energy Council (SOWEC). 
 
SOWEC’s primary function is to deliver robust and collaborative leadership to the offshore 
wind sector in Scotland and maximise the economic returns from Scottish offshore wind 

projects. This aligns with the ambitions of the Scottish Government whilst also recognising 
the role that the sector has to play in ensuring that these ambitions are realised.  
 
The Council is comprised of senior representatives from across the Scottish offshore wind 

sector and, crucially, both the developer community and the supply chain are represented. 
The Council’s Co-chairs (the Energy Minister, Paul Wheelhouse and Brian McFarlane of 
SSE Renewables) have been clear that SOWEC should be action driven, with a lean 
membership structure. To achieve this, the Council’s activities are built around the following 

five workstreams: 
 

 Developers 

 Supply Chain and Clusters 

 Innovation 

 Skills 

 Barriers to the Deployment of Projects and Route to Market 

 
Each workstream is led by an industry representative with extensive expertise in the subject 
matter, although, given the scale of the challenge that the supply chain faces, the Supply 
Chain and Clusters workstream is led by a representative of the supply chain with support 

being provided by representatives from Scottish Enterprise and Highlands & Islands 
Enterprise respectively. 
 
Shortly after the Council’s formation in 2019, it established the following strategic goals: 

 

 Deliver at least 8GW of offshore wind in Scottish waters by 2030; 

 Develop a plan for offshore wind’s contribution to achieving Scotland’s 2045 net zero 
target; 
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 Create a competitive, commercially-attractive offshore wind sector in Scotland which 

can deliver both domestically and globally, with a focus on project development, 
deeper water capability and innovative technology solutions. 

 Work to increase local content in line with the ambitions set out in the UK Sector Deal, 
developing a sustainable, world class supply chain in Scotland; and 

 Increase the number of offshore wind jobs in Scotland to more than 6,000. 
 
In March 2019, BEIS launched the Offshore Wind Sector Deal, the aim of the Deal is to  
boost economic growth and provide a clear pipeline of work for companies operating in the 

offshore wind space.  In terms of the supply chain, the key headline from the Sector Deal 
was the industry’s voluntary commitment to increase lifetime UK content in offshore wind 
contracts to 60% by 2030.  Whilst the Sector Deal did not provide a specific target/ambition 
for Scotland, SOWEC has agreed to act as a vehicle through which a 2030 lifetime content 

target for Scottish projects could be developed.  
 
This brings me on to the specific piece of work that I alluded to during my evidence to the 
committee. The Supply Chain and Clusters Group has initiated a programme of work to map 

the stakeholders operating in the offshore wind sector, devise a Scottish content baseline, 
and forge greater simplicity and transparency in contracting terms and conditions. To allow 
policy interventions to be appropriately targeted, it is important that we have data to evidence 
the current (2020) level of local content in Scotland, at a greater level of granularity.  This 

baseline will be used to support government action to enable industry collaboration to 
increase the level of local content and achieve the industry-led 60% sector wide target.  
Once the Council has produced the local content baseline, the Supply Chain and Clusters 
Group will develop a route to achieving the 60% ambition. This programme of works has 

commenced and a first draft report is expected in March 2021.  
 
The other piece of work which I believe will be of interest to the Committee is the Strategic 
Investment Assessment of the offshore wind sector in Scotland which is being led by 

Professor Sir Jim McDonald. This assessment, which is sponsored by SOWEC’s Co-chairs, 
aims to develop and enable actions to address current concerns in the sector and provide 
clear recommendations to ensure maximum economic value, including the creation of jobs, 
is achieved in Scotland. It is the view of Scottish Ministers that key to increasing local 

content in Scottish offshore wind projects is understanding the strengths and weaknesses of 
Scotland’s supply chain infrastructure and that is exactly where this Assessment will be most 
useful.  This will support action by the sector and government to target investment where it 
most needed. This report is due to conclude in the Spring and I understand that its 

recommendations will be made publicly available.  
 
I hope that you find this information useful. 
  

 
 

Andrew Hogg 
Deputy Director, Energy Industries 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offshore-wind-sector-deal/offshore-wind-sector-deal

