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Neil Bibby 
Member of the Scottish Parliament for West Scotland Region  

 

Gordon Lindhurst MSP 

Convener 

Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee  

By email  

 

19 October 2020 

Tied Pubs (Scotland) Bill at Stage 1 

Dear Gordon 

Given the Committee will shortly be considering its draft stage 1 report on my 
Member’s Bill, the Tied Pubs (Scotland) Bill, I want to draw the Committee’s attention 
to the fact that the Pubs Code Adjudicator for England and Wales, Fiona Dickie, has 
fined Star Pubs and Bars £2 million after finding the company seriously and 
repeatedly breached the legally binding Pubs Code over nearly three years. The full 
report following the investigation can be accessed here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pca-investigation-into-star-pubs-bars. 

The press release which accompanied this announcement1 quoted Fiona Dickie as 
saying: 

“The report of my investigation is a game changer. It demonstrates that the 
regulator can and will act robustly to protect the rights that Parliament has 
given to tied tenants.” 

The press release went on to state that Star, which operates the pub estate business 
of Heineken in the UK, an organisation that the Committee took oral evidence from 
as part of its stage 1 scrutiny, “had persisted in forcing its tenants to sell 
unreasonable levels of Heineken beers and ciders when they requested to go free of 
tie. This was despite repeated regulatory interventions and clear arbitration rulings 
from the PCA.” 

                                                           
1
 UK Government (15 October 2020). Press release. Available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/heineken-pub-company-fined-after-seriously-breaching-pubs-
code. 
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For the Committee information, I drew this to the attention of the First Minister on 
Thursday 15 October, as follows: 

“Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Lab):  

Scotland’s pubs are being hit hard by the restrictions, but many of them were getting 
an unfair deal before Covid. Today, Heineken was rightly fined £2 million for serious 
breaches of the statutory pubs code in England and Wales, yet there is no statutory 
regulation of the pub code here in Scotland. 

To provide fairness for Scotland’s publicans, to help the sector to recover from the 
current restrictions and to build back better from the crisis, will the Scottish 
Government support my Tied Pubs (Scotland) Bill next month? My bill has the 
backing of Scottish small businesses, trade unions and consumers. Only the 
discredited multinational pub companies stand in the way. Does the First Minister 
agree that Scotland’s publicans need a fair deal now more than ever? 

The First Minister:  

I agree that publicans need a fair deal. We will certainly consider the terms of the bill 
and make decisions on the basis of that assessment. We look at all proposals with a 
sympathetic eye.” 

I hope that this information is helpful to the Committee and will be considered as part 
of the Committee’s consideration of its stage 1 report. 

Yours sincerely,   

  

Neil Bibby MSP 

M1.11 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP  

 

Telephone: 0131 348 6385 

Email: Neil.Bibby@parliament.scot 
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