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7 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Gordon, 
 
 
General Review of Debt Solutions 
 
As you know, I have previously provided the Committee with a clear commitment to take 
forward a general review of Scotland’s debt solutions.  I am keen to progress this review 
and as part of this process, I will be re-convening my Working Group on Statutory Debt 
Solutions later this month to agree the way forward.   
 
I regret that this has been delayed by the requirement to focus all our resources, including 
the Accountant in Bankruptcy’s policy team which in its entirety was redeployed to assist 
efforts to tackle the economy related issues arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
A number of important steps have already been taken to support this review.  The Scottish 
Government’s consultation on the Bankruptcy and Debt Advice (Scotland) Act 2014 reforms 
closed in February 2020 and we have now published the responses and summary.  Earlier 
this year, and just before restrictions were imposed by the pandemic, AiB officials hosted 
four meetings with a range of stakeholders to discuss issues associated with the current 
landscape and the proposed methodology and scope of a wider review. 
 
With the resources now back in place, I am keen to see that progress on the review 
continues apace.  
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I enclose three papers that will form the basis of the next discussions and consultation. 
These are: 
 

 a general think piece article drafted by Richard Dennis, the Accountant in Bankruptcy; 

 a summary note of discussions with stakeholders at the four meetings held earlier in 
the year; and 

 the formal record of the responses to the consultation on the Bankruptcy and Debt 
Advice (Scotland) Act 2014. 

 
I would advise also that I am in the process of finalising a response to the Committee’s report 
following its inquiry into Protected Trust Deeds.  Once again, this response has been 
delayed due to the necessary diversion of resource to the COVID-19 pandemic. I will forward 
this response shortly under separate cover. 
 
I would welcome the Committee’s thoughts on any or all of the issues covered in these 
papers and would be happy to discuss these at the Working Group meeting.  I have valued 
the contribution made by Committee Members at previous meetings and I extend an 
invitation to attend the next Working Group meeting on 26 October.  In the meantime, I would 
be extremely grateful to receive any issues the Committee wishes to be raised with the 
Working Group and ask that these be forwarded to - Policy@aib.gov.uk by 16 October 2020.   
This will enable me to include these in the meeting papers. 
 
Please let me know if the Committee have any further questions on the wider review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JAMIE HEPBURN 
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