
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 5, No. 83, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament (Virtual) 
 

Thursday 14 January 2021  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 1.00 pm. 
 
1. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy and Tourism 
(Fergus Ewing) made a statement and answered questions on Managing Scotland’s 
Fisheries in the Future. 
 
2.     Portfolio Questions: Questions on Social Security and Older People and then 
on Finance and then on Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform were 
answered by Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers. 
 
3. Young Women Lead Report on How to Increase Employment Opportunities 
for BAME Women: The Parliament debated S5M-23448 in the name of Linda 
Fabiani—That the Parliament welcomes the publication of the 2019-20 Young Women 
Lead (YWL) report, which investigates what measures are being taken to increase 
employment opportunities for women from ethnic minorities; understands that this 
topic was chosen because there is a lack of Scotland-specific data regarding BAME 
women’s experiences moving from education to employment; believes that, despite a 
number of policy initiatives and recognition of the problems, the report states that 
“outcomes for minority ethnic communities have not improved over the past two 
decades and that the focus needs to be on action”; acknowledges that the YWL 
committee researched its work through evidence sessions, online surveys and 
interviews with employers, employees, teachers and students; believes that this report 
brings an opportunity to better understand the barriers faced by young BAME women 
in East Kilbride and across the country, and notes the calls for the report’s 
recommendations to be considered in an effort to improve outcomes for everyone 
affected so as to create a fairer, better Scotland for all. 



 

 

 
4. Scotland’s Drug Deaths Crisis: The Parliament debated S5M-23613 in the 
name of Monica Lennon—That the Parliament considers problem drug use across the 
country, including in the Central Scotland region, to be a national public health crisis; 
believes that every life lost to drug and alcohol misuse is a preventable tragedy; notes 
the views that more action could be taken at a national and local level to prevent this, 
that funded access to residential rehabilitation must be widened so that people who 
feel ready have better options into treatment and that recovery and overdose 
prevention work, including safe consumption facilities, is vital to harm reduction, and 
further notes calls urging the Lord Advocate, the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal 
Service, Police Scotland and all levels of government and health authorities, to take 
immediate action to prevent further deaths, reduce stigma and ensure that people who 
are dependent on substances have access to healthcare and support services, in a 
way that respects their right to life and health. 
 
5. Decision Time: There were no decisions to take at Decision Time on the items 
noted above. 
 
The meeting closed at 4.29 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

14 January 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 13 January 2021— 
 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 1st Report, 2021 (Session 5): 
Subordinate Legislation considered by the Delegated Powers and Law 
Reform Committee on 12 January 2021 (SP Paper 1) 
 

The following report was published on 14 January 2021— 
 
Covid-19 Committee, 1st Report, 2021 (Session 5): Subordinate legislation 
considered by the Covid-19 Committee at its meeting on 14 January 2021 (SP 
Paper 906) 

 
Subordinate Legislation 
 
Made Affirmative Instruments  
 
Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 
(Scotland) Amendment (No. 12) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/17) 

laid under paragraph 6(3) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020 for 
approval by resolution of the Scottish Parliament within 28 days beginning 
with the day on which the Regulations were made, not taking into account any 
period of dissolution or recess for more than 4 days 
 

Affirmative Instruments  
 
The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 14 January 2021 and is 
subject to the affirmative procedure— 
 
Local Authority (Capital Finance and Accounting) (Scotland) (Coronavirus) 
Amendment Regulations 2021 [draft] 
 laid under section 165(5) of the Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994 
 
Negative Instruments 
 
The following instruments were laid before the Parliament on 14 January 2021 and 
are subject to the negative procedure— 
 
Common Agricultural Policy (Simplifications and Improvements) (Miscellaneous 
Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/9) 

laid under section 2 of the Agriculture (Retained EU Law and Data) (Scotland) 
Act 2020 

 
Council Tax Reduction (Scotland) Amendment (Coronavirus) Regulations 2021 (SSI 
2021/12) 

laid under section 113(3) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 



 

 

 
General Pharmaceutical Council (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Rules Order of Council 
2021 (SI 2021/26) 
 laid under article 70(2) of the Pharmacy Order 2010 

 
Health and Care Professions Council (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Rules Order of 
Council 2021 (SI 2021/27) 
 laid under article 42(3) of the Health Professions Order 2001 
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