
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Parliamentary Year 5, No. 27, Session 5 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Wednesday 12 August 2020  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 12.20 pm. 
 
1. First Minister’s Questions: Questions were answered by the First Minister 
(Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
2. Ministerial Statement: The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills (John 
Swinney) made a statement and answered questions on Ensuring a safe and 
welcoming return to school for children, young people and staff. 
 
3. An Implementation Plan for Economic Recovery: The Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy, Fair Work and Culture (Fiona Hyslop) moved S5M-22396—That the 
Parliament notes the serious damage to the economy already caused by COVID-19 
in Scotland and across the globe; recognises that the country will continue to face 
economic damage affecting individuals, communities and businesses for some time 
to come; resolves to work collectively in a national mission to build a resilient, inclusive 
and green recovery, which will build on the natural, economic, social and individual 
strengths of Scotland to deliver a wellbeing economy; notes the publication of the 
reports, Economic Recovery Implementation Plan: The Scottish Government’s 
response to the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery and Addressing the labour 
market emergency: The Scottish Government’s response to the Report by the 
Enterprise & Skills Board sub-group on measures to mitigate the labour market 
impacts from COVID-19, and calls for cross-party consensus in taking forward the 
actions required to deliver on both the recommendations of those groups and the 
additional actions proposed by the Scottish Government on procurement, sector 
recovery, SME support and digital support to ensure that Scotland continues to 
develop its path to recovery, and acknowledges that further actions for recovery will 



 

 

be set out in its forthcoming Programme for Government, Infrastructure Investment 
Plan and the updated Climate Change Plan. 
 
Maurice Golden moved amendment S5M-22396.1— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22396 in the name of Fiona Hyslop (An 
Implementation Plan for Economic Recovery), insert at end “; calls on the 
Scottish Government to work constructively with the UK Government to ensure 
the continued success in Scotland of the Chancellor’s unprecedented support 
measures, which have protected at least 891,500 Scottish jobs, and asks the 
Scottish Government to recognise and respond to requests from key 
stakeholders for a detailed policy memorandum outlining the timescales and 
detailed methodology for the implementation of the proposals in the Economic 
Recovery Implementation Plan and for Ministers to provide the Parliament with 
that information at the earliest opportunity.” 
 

After debate, the amendment was agreed to ((DT) by division: For 115, Against 6, 
Abstentions 1). 

 
Richard Leonard moved amendment S5M-22396.2— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22396 in the name of Fiona Hyslop (An 
Implementation Plan for Economic Recovery), insert at end “; recognises that 
Scotland needs to make an urgent response to the economic impact of COVID-
19, and urges the Scottish Government to bring forward the Scottish Child 
Payment, invest in flexible childcare and bring forward within the next month a 
quality job guarantee scheme that provides a living wage and focuses on a green 
and just recovery, which not only invests in those requiring work but also invests 
in everyone’s future.” 
 

After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT). 
 

Andy Wightman moved amendment S5M-22396.5— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22396 in the name of Fiona Hyslop (An 
Implementation Plan for Economic Recovery), leave out from “, and calls for” to 
end and insert “; welcomes the job guarantee scheme, which has been needed 
since before the COVID-19 pandemic; recognises the need for the COVID-19 
recovery to focus on building a fairer, greener and more equal wellbeing 
economy; believes however that these goals require clearer definitions and 
political will, which have not been shown by the Advisory Group on Economic 
Recovery; considers that those who put GDP growth ahead of addressing 
inequality or the climate emergency are ideological zealots whose advice should 
be rejected; notes the enormous potential to create green jobs and cut emissions 
by supporting the energy efficiency sector, and calls on the Scottish Government 
to immediately commit specific resources beyond the 2020-21 budget to scale-
up existing home energy efficiency programmes, as promised by the First 
Minister.” 

 



 

 

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 29, Against 92, 
Abstentions 0). 

 
Willie Rennie moved amendment S5M-22396.3— 
 

As an amendment to motion S5M-22396 in the name of Fiona Hyslop (An 
Implementation Plan for Economic Recovery), insert at end “, and believes that 
cross-party consensus will be easier to build if Scottish ministers reverse their 
decision to halt entitlement to expanded nursery schooling for a whole academic 
year, take clearer steps to reverse the decade of centralisation of enterprise 
agency work and provide the formal estimation of the amounts paid by the UK 
Government directly to people in Scotland under furlough, unemployment 
benefits and other COVID-19-related payments, as agreed by the Parliament on 
23 June 2020, in order to give a better assessment of the resources both required 
and available to support people.” 
 

After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 56, Against 59, 
Abstentions 6). 
 
The motion, as amended, was then agreed to.  
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved— 
 
That the Parliament notes the serious damage to the economy already caused by 
COVID-19 in Scotland and across the globe; recognises that the country will continue 
to face economic damage affecting individuals, communities and businesses for some 
time to come; resolves to work collectively in a national mission to build a resilient, 
inclusive and green recovery, which will build on the natural, economic, social and 
individual strengths of Scotland to deliver a wellbeing economy; notes the publication 
of the reports, Economic Recovery Implementation Plan: The Scottish Government’s 
response to the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery and Addressing the labour 
market emergency: The Scottish Government’s response to the Report by the 
Enterprise & Skills Board sub-group on measures to mitigate the labour market 
impacts from COVID-19, and calls for cross-party consensus in taking forward the 
actions required to deliver on both the recommendations of those groups and the 
additional actions proposed by the Scottish Government on procurement, sector 
recovery, SME support and digital support to ensure that Scotland continues to 
develop its path to recovery, and acknowledges that further actions for recovery will 
be set out in its forthcoming Programme for Government, Infrastructure Investment 
Plan and the updated Climate Change Plan; calls on the Scottish Government to work 
constructively with the UK Government to ensure the continued success in Scotland 
of the Chancellor’s unprecedented support measures, which have protected at least 
891,500 Scottish jobs, and asks the Scottish Government to recognise and respond 
to requests from key stakeholders for a detailed policy memorandum outlining the 
timescales and detailed methodology for the implementation of the proposals in the 
Economic Recovery Implementation Plan and for Ministers to provide the Parliament 
with that information at the earliest opportunity; recognises that Scotland needs to 
make an urgent response to the economic impact of COVID-19, and urges the Scottish 
Government to bring forward the Scottish Child Payment, invest in flexible childcare 
and bring forward within the next month a quality job guarantee scheme that provides 



 

 

a living wage and focuses on a green and just recovery, which not only invests in those 
requiring work but also invests in everyone’s future. 
 
4. Business Programme: The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 
(Graeme Dey), on behalf of the Parliamentary Bureau, moved S5M-22408—That the 
Parliament agrees— 
 
(a) the following programme of business— 
 
Tuesday 18 August 2020 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions 

followed by Scottish Government Debate: Internal Market  

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Wednesday 19 August 2020 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Preliminary Stage Debate: Solicitors in the Supreme Courts of Scotland 
(Amendment) Bill 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Health 

followed by Ministerial Statement: Scotland’s Redress Scheme for Survivors of 
Historical Child Abuse in Care 

followed by Scottish Government Business 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Thursday 20 August 2020 

12.20 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

12.20 pm First Minister’s Questions 

2.45 pm Portfolio Questions: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

3.05 pm Portfolio Questions: Justice and the Law Officers 

3.25 pm Portfolio Questions: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 

3.45 pm Ministerial Statement: Tackling Child Poverty Delivery Plan - Second Year 
Progress Report 

4.15 pm Decision Time 



 

 

Tuesday 25 August 2020 

2.00 pm Time for Reflection 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Topical Questions 

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Children (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Committee Announcements 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Wednesday 26 August 2020 

12.20 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

12.20 pm First Minister’s Questions 

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

2.30 pm Stage 3 Proceedings: Agriculture (Retained EU Law and Data) (Scotland) Bill 

followed by Business Motions 

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions 

followed by Approval of SSIs (if required) 

5.00 pm Decision Time 

Thursday 27 August 2020 

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions (Virtual): Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

2.30 pm Portfolio Questions (Virtual): Education and Skills 

3.00 pm Portfolio Questions (Virtual): Health and Sport 

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week beginning 17 August 2020, 
in rule 13.7.3, after the word “except” the words “to the extent to which the Presiding 
Officer considers that the questions are on the same or similar subject matter or” are 
inserted. 
 
The motion was agreed to. 
 
5. Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on item 3 as noted above. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.09 pm. 
 

David McGill 
Clerk of the Parliament 

12 August 2020 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Appendix 

 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Committee Reports 
 
The following report was published on 12 August 2020— 
 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee, 39th Report 2020 (Session 
5): Subordinate Legislation Considered by the Delegated Powers and Law 
Reform Committee on 11 August 2020 (SP Paper 778) 

 
Other Documents 

The following document was laid before the Parliament on 12 August 2020 and is not 
subject to parliamentary procedure— 
 
Care Inspectorate: Weekly Care Home deaths report – periods up to 9 August 
2020 SG/2020/154 laid under Section 79A(3) of the Public Services Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2010  
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