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22nd March 2019 

Permanent Secretary 

Leslie Evans 

E: PermanentSecretary@gov.scot 

Linda Fabiani MSP 

Convenor – Committee on the Scottish Government 

Handling of Harassment Complaints 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP 

Dear Ms Fabiani 

COMMITTEE ON THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT HANDLING OF HARASSMENT 
COMPLAINTS  

Thank you for your letter of 26 February 2019 describing the Committee’s approach to its 
work and setting out its expectations about the Scottish Government’s management of 
relevant documents. 

You asked that the Scottish Government ensure that all documents which may be relevant to 
the Committee’s inquiry are preserved, including electronic data which would otherwise be 
deleted in accordance with document retention policies or in the ordinary course of business. 
I can confirm that specific staff who may hold documents which may be relevant to the 
Committee’s remit have been instructed not to delete such documents.  I have also 
instructed that any relevant files which fall to be considered under the Scottish Government’s 
Retention and Disposal Schedules before the conclusion of the Committee’s inquiry should 
not be destroyed.  Finally, the Scottish Government has systems which automatically delete 
material which is not saved to the corporate record after certain periods.  I have therefore 
instructed the halting of the automated deletion of specific users’ content for a set timeframe.   

Your letter also sought confirmation that the Scottish Government will retain a list of officials, 
special advisers or other persons who have had an involvement with the relevant complaints 
and the actions which are the subject of the Committee’s inquiry.  I can confirm that we will 
do this. 

Yours sincerely 

Leslie Evans 
Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government 
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