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COVID-19 Recovery Committee
To consider and report on matters relating to COVID-19 falling within the responsibility of the

Cabinet Secretary for COVID Recovery and other Scottish Ministers where relevant, including—

(a) Cross government coordination of COVID-19 recovery policies and strategic review;

(b) the operation of powers under the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act, the Coronavirus Act and any

other legislation in relation to the response to COVID-19;

(c) any secondary legislation arising from the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act; and

(d) and any other legislation or policy in relation to the response to COVID-19.

covid19.committee@parliament.scot
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Introduction

1.

2.

This report covers the work of the COVID-19 Recovery Committee ('the

Committee') during the parliamentary year from 13 May 2022 to 12 May 2023.

It has been a busy year for the Committee with more opportunity to devote time to

its planned inquiry work as the amount of referred legislation decreased compared

to the previous parliamentary year.
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Membership changes

3. The following changes to the membership of the Committee took place during the

parliamentary year—

• Siobhian Brown was a member from 17 June 2021 and Convener from 23 June

2021 until 30 March 2023.

• Stuart McMillan became a member from 18 April 2023.

• Jim Fairlie became Convener from 20 April 2023.
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Meetings

4. The Committee met 25 times during the reporting period, five meetings were held

entirely in private, and 19 meetings included items in private. The reasons for taking

business in private were to consider the Committee's work programme, to consider

draft reports or letters, or to consider the evidence heard during committee

meetings.
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Legislation

Coronavirus (Recovery and Reform) (Scotland) Bill

5.

6.

7.

Secondary legislation

8.

The Committee was designated as the lead committee on the Coronavirus

(Recovery and Reform) (Scotland) Bill ('the Bill') and its focus was on the Bill's

general principles, as well as the provisions in Part 1, Part 3 (other than the justice-

related provisions) and Part 6. The Committee undertook Stage 1 scrutiny in the

previous reporting year.

The Parliament agreed that Stage 2 proceedings for the Bill would be split between

the Lead Committee (the COVID-19 Recovery Committee) and the Criminal Justice

Committee. The Criminal Justice Committee considered the Bill at Stage 2,

including proposed amendments to the Bill on 8 June 2022 and the COVID-19

Recovery Committee considered Stage 2 of the Bill on 9 June 2022.

Following a Stage 3 debate in the Chamber on 28 June 2022, the Bill passed by a

vote of For 66, Against 52, Abstentions 0 and 11 did not vote. The Bill became an

Act on 10 August 2022.

The Committee considered two negative Scottish Statutory Instruments during its

reporting period—

• The Coronavirus (Scotland) (No. 2) Act 2020 (Suspension: Termination of

Student Residential Tenancy) Regulations 2022 (SSI 2022/192)

• The Coronavirus (Scotland) Acts (Saving Provision) Regulations 2022 (SSI

2022/261)
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Long COVID inquiry launch

Source: The Scottish Parliament

informal online engagement session with families who have experience of Long

COVID on 2 February 2023, before hearing from people with Long COVID during its

evidence session on 9 February 2023. The Committee also published a call for

views, which received 508 responses. The majority of responses (93%) were from

individuals with lived experience of Long COVID.
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Infographics
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https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-covid19-recovery-committee/business-items/recovery-of-nhs-dental-services
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/08/nhs-recovery-plan/documents/nhs-recovery-plan-2021-2026/nhs-recovery-plan-2021-2026/govscot%3Adocument/nhs-recovery-plan-2021-2026.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/08/nhs-recovery-plan/documents/nhs-recovery-plan-2021-2026/nhs-recovery-plan-2021-2026/govscot%3Adocument/nhs-recovery-plan-2021-2026.pdf
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