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Introduction

-_—

. This is a new petition that was lodged on 28 September 2022.
2. Afull summary of this petition and its aims can be found at Annexe A.

3. A SPICe briefing has been prepared to inform the Committee’s consideration of
the petition and can be found at Annexe B.

4. While not a formal requirement, petitioners have the option to collect signatures
on their petition. On this occasion, the petitioner elected to collect
this information. 101 signatures have been received.

5. The Committee seeks views from the Scottish Government on all new petitions
before they are formally considered. A response has been received from the
Scottish Government and is included at Annexe C of this paper.


https://petitions.parliament.scot/petitions/PE1963
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Action

6. The Committee is invited to consider what action it wishes to take on this
petition.

Clerk to the Committee
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Annexe A

PE1963: Phase in meat production ban by
2040

Petitioner
Roger Green

Date Lodged
31/08/22

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to
phase in a ban on meat production in Scotland between 2030 and 2040,
to coincide with anticipated changes to future food production and
consumption.

Previous action

| sent a letter to every member of the Scottish Parliament in April 2022, |
received two replies, one from my constituency MSP and a reply from
another MSP. Both MSPs have similar sentiments with regard to food
sustainability and a need for change, one MSP who sits on the RAINE
committee broadly agreed with the content of my letter and proposal, the
other MSP agreed on certain issues but was uncertain about a ban on
meat.

Background information

We in Scotland need to look at the system behind how food gets to our
plates. This includes growing, farming, fishing, processing, consumption
and the sentience of the animals in that food system.

The U.N and W.H.O have begun implementing a global educational and
practical initiative towards a global plant-based diet. This is primarily
based upon the need for sustainable global food supplies for the global
population, protection of the environment and all animals for 2040 —
2050.

Here in Scotland, myself and many others support a phased in ban on
meat for 2030-2040, which also reduces the environmental impact of the
livestock food system. Scotland should achieve healthy dietary goals by
2030 — 2040 and, amongst other dietary priorities, this includes the
phasing out of meat consumption.
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Scotland has time to consider agricultural alternatives for 2030 - 2040.
A detailed letter sent to all MSPs, including weblinks, can be located on
my website:

https://votewithyourfork.co.uk/letter-to-all-msp%2Cs-2022



https://votewithyourfork.co.uk/letter-to-all-msp%2Cs-2022
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Annexe B

S PI C The Information Centre
e An t-lonad Fiosrachaidh

Briefing for the Citizen Participation and Public Petitions
Committee on petition PE1963: Phase in meat production
ban by 2040

Brief overview of issues raised by the petition

The petition is “calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish
Government to phase in a ban on meat production in Scotland between
2030 and 2040, to coincide with anticipated changes to future food
production and consumption.” The petition references the environment
and animal welfare as reasons for the need to reduce meat production.

. Livestock farming means the raising of animals, in Scotland,
most commonly sheep, cattle, pigs or poultry but also
sometimes deer, goats or other animals. Livestock farming
produces meat, dairy and eggs for domestic consumption, and
also for the export market.

. Food and drink (including whisky, fish and shellfish (including
farmed salmon), meat, dairy, cereals, fruit and vegetables, and
processed food products) is one of Scotland’s largest industry
sectors, and taken as a whole, is Scotland’s largest export
sector. In 2021, meat and meat preparations, and dairy
accounted for 2.4% of Scotland’s food and drink export total.

. Livestock farming occurs on a large area of Scotland’s land.
80% of Scotland’s land is used for agriculture; most of this
agricultural land is used for livestock grazing.

. The total agricultural workforce in Scotland is estimated to be
around 67,400 people. Moreover, the primary production in
agriculture supports employment in other areas further down
the supply chain, such as agricultural contractors, auctioneers,
abattoirs, butcheries, and food processors.



https://petitions.parliament.scot/petitions/PE1963
https://petitions.parliament.scot/petitions/PE1963
https://foodanddrink.scot/about-the-industry/#:%7E:text=After%20whisky%2C%20Seafood%20is%20Scotland's,species%20are%20landed%20in%20Scotland.
https://foodanddrink.scot/about-the-industry/#:%7E:text=After%20whisky%2C%20Seafood%20is%20Scotland's,species%20are%20landed%20in%20Scotland.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2021/10/export-statistics-scotland-2019/documents/export-statistics-scotland-2019---publication/export-statistics-scotland-2019---publication/govscot%3Adocument/Export%2BStatistics%2BScotland%2B2019%2B-%2BPublication.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2021/10/export-statistics-scotland-2019/documents/export-statistics-scotland-2019---publication/export-statistics-scotland-2019---publication/govscot%3Adocument/Export%2BStatistics%2BScotland%2B2019%2B-%2BPublication.pdf
https://www.fdfscotland.org.uk/globalassets/resources/publications/reports/trade-reports/fdf-uk-food-and-drink-exports-report.pdf
https://www.fdfscotland.org.uk/globalassets/resources/publications/reports/trade-reports/fdf-uk-food-and-drink-exports-report.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/results-june-2018-scottish-agricultural-census/pages/2/#:%7E:text=Due%20to%20the%20poor%20land,used%20for%20crops%20or%20fallow.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/results-june-2018-scottish-agricultural-census/pages/2/#:%7E:text=Due%20to%20the%20poor%20land,used%20for%20crops%20or%20fallow.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2021/10/results-scottish-agricultural-census-june-2021/documents/june-agricultural-census-2021/june-agricultural-census-2021/govscot%3Adocument/june-agricultural-census-2021.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2021/10/results-scottish-agricultural-census-june-2021/documents/june-agricultural-census-2021/june-agricultural-census-2021/govscot%3Adocument/june-agricultural-census-2021.pdf
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. Meat is a part of most people’s diets in Scotland. YouGov’s
dietary choices ‘tracker’ shows that as of July 2022, 70% of
people in the UK are meat eaters; another 16% are ‘flexitarian’
(mostly vegetarian but eating meat sometimes). 2% were vegan
(eats only plant-based foods), and 5% vegetarian (eats animal-
based products like dairy and eggs, but not meat). Meat-eaters
(including occasional ones) therefore make up a large majority
of the UK population.

« The first UK Food Security Report, published in December
2021, states that “The UK currently produces about 60% of its
domestic food consumption by economic value, part of which is
exported. This means just under half of the actual food on
plates is produced in the UK, including the majority of grains,
meat, dairy, and eggs. This figure would be higher without
exports.”

« Scotland currently produces more beef and sheep than it
consumes, but less pork. For sheepmeat, for example, Scotland
is 220% self-sufficient (in lamb produced from Scottish
abattoirs). It is worth noting, however, that this does not mean
that no lamb is imported to Scotland, but that Scotland’s
production is greater than Scottish demand. In addition, Quality
Meat Scotland notes that “Basic estimates of self-sufficiency do
not...take into consideration the demand for and supply of
different cuts of meat or processed meat products, or the
location of specialist further processing and packing sites, which
can reflect workforce availability”.

The petitioner references the environment as one reason to phase out
meat production. Livestock farming produces a large proportion of
Scotland’s agricultural emissions and is a primary use for a large area of
Scotland’s land.

« Agriculture is estimated to account for 18.5% of carbon
emissions in Scotland (2020 figures, published in 2022).

. It is estimated that emissions from Scottish livestock sectors
accounts for just under 80% of agricultural emissions. Over
95% of the emissions from combined livestock sectors comes
from the dairy (22%), beef (565%) and sheep (19%) sectors. This
does not include e.g. emissions from producing livestock feed,



https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-health-survey-2018-volume-1-main-report/pages/40/
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/lifestyle/trackers/dietery-choices-of-brits-eg-vegeterian-flexitarian-meat-eater-etc
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/lifestyle/trackers/dietery-choices-of-brits-eg-vegeterian-flexitarian-meat-eater-etc
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme-2-uk-food-supply-sources
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2021-theme-2-uk-food-supply-sources
https://www.qmscotland.co.uk/sites/default/files/qms_red_meat_industry_profile_2021_use.pdf
https://www.qmscotland.co.uk/sites/default/files/qms_red_meat_industry_profile_2021_use.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-greenhouse-gas-statistics-2020/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-greenhouse-gas-statistics-2020/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2021/12/disaggregating-headline-smart-inventory-figures/documents/disaggregating-headline-smart-inventory-figures-scottish-agriculture/disaggregating-headline-smart-inventory-figures-scottish-agriculture/govscot%3Adocument/disaggregating-headline-smart-inventory-figures-scottish-agriculture.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2021/12/disaggregating-headline-smart-inventory-figures/documents/disaggregating-headline-smart-inventory-figures-scottish-agriculture/disaggregating-headline-smart-inventory-figures-scottish-agriculture/govscot%3Adocument/disaggregating-headline-smart-inventory-figures-scottish-agriculture.pdf
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or emissions associated with land use change for livestock
production.”

. Livestock farming produces emissions in a variety of different
ways, and produces a variety of different types of emissions,
including methane, ammonia, and nitrogen dioxide.

Climate experts state that dietary shift is a key piece of the puzzle in
reducing emissions.

. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
published its special report on Climate Change and Land in
2019. The report noted broadly that dietary shifts have
important mitigation potential and highlighted the role of plant-
based foods, but also of animal-based foods from sustainable
systems. The report stated:

“Diversification in the food system (e.g., implementation of
integrated production systems, broad-based genetic resources,
and diets) can reduce risks from climate change (medium
confidence). Balanced diets, featuring plant-based foods, such as
those based on coarse grains, legumes, fruits and vegetables,
nuts and seeds, and animal-sourced food produced in resilient,
sustainable and low-GHG emission systems, present major
opportunities for adaptation and mitigation while generating
significant co-benefits in terms of human health (high confidence).
By 2050, dietary changes could free several million km2 (medium
confidence) of land and provide a technical mitigation potential of
0.7 to 8.0 GtCO2 eq yr-1, relative to business as usual projections
(high confidence). Transitions towards low-GHG emission diets
may be influenced by local production practices, technical and
financial barriers and associated livelihoods and cultural habits
(high confidence).”

« In a UK context, the UK Climate Change Committee
(UKCCC) produced in-depth advice on land use policies to the
UK Government and the devolved administrations in 2020.
They made a recommendation more explicitly regarding the
reduction of meat consumption: to bring forward policies to
encourage consumers to shift their diets and reduce beef, lamb
and dairy production by 20%. However, as is explored below,
this would amount to a 10% reduction in cattle and sheep



https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/land-use-policies-for-a-net-zero-uk/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/land-use-policies-for-a-net-zero-uk/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/land-use-policies-for-a-net-zero-uk/
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numbers UK-wide, leaving a continued role for meat production
in UK agriculture. They said:

“The 20% per capita reduction in beef, lamb and dairy
consumption in our scenario is modest compared with government
nutritional guidelines. Government should implement low-cost, low-
regret actions to encourage this shift (e.g. the public sector taking
a lead in providing plant-based options with all meals).”

Without a corresponding shift in dietary patterns to reduce meat
consumption, simply banning meat production in Scotland may have
negative consequences.

« A reduction in production without dietary shifts to eat less
meat may risk ‘offshoring’ carbon emissions to other countries.
This means that while the emissions from production would not
be attributed to Scotland, Scottish consumption would still be
driving emissions elsewhere in the world.

« The CCC sets out in its land use policy proposals that it has
“constrained [its] modelling to ensure that agriculture remains a
strong food producing sector as well as meeting other
demands” to avoid the risk of increasing imports and offshoring
emissions.

« The CCC’s modelling assumes a 10% reduction in cattle and
sheep numbers by 2050 to accommodate a 20% reduction in
consumption of “the most carbon-intensive foods”:

“‘Reducing consumption of the most carbon-intensive foods (i.e.
beef, lamb and dairy) by at least 20% per person and reducing
food waste by 20% would save 7 MtCO2e of on-farm emissions by
2050. These measures imply a shift towards current healthy eating
guidelines and can drive sufficient release of land to support the
necessary changes in tree planting and bioenergy crops.
Alongside expected population growth, they imply around a 10%
reduction in cattle and sheep numbers by 2050 compared with
2017 levels. This compares with a reduction of around 20% in the
past two decades.”

« Though it is difficult to compare the emissions intensity (the
greenhouse gases emitted per kilo of product produced) of
livestock products around the world, for some meat products,


https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/land-use-policies-for-a-net-zero-uk/
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those produced in the UK may have a lower environmental
impact than those produced elsewhere. The CCC suggests that
the emissions intensity of UK beef production is thought to be
around half the global average. Some beef from Scotland may
therefore be more favourable to other beef from elsewhere,
from an emissions perspective. The CCC also indicates that
though there is more limited evidence for lamb, there are
suggestions that UK lamb is less emissions intensive than lamb
from some EU countries, but more emissions intensive than
lamb from New Zealand.

Moreover, livestock can be beneficial for biodiversity, though this is a
complex field and is dependent on management practices.

. Grazed farming systems can provide habitat for some
Scottish species, such as wading birds.

« 97% of the UK’s wildflower meadows — a highly biodiverse
habitat - have been lost in the last 75 years, due to things such
as changes in agricultural practices. Left unmanaged, nutrients
build up in the soil, paving the way for more aggressive plant
species to take over. Management to support healthy wildflower
meadows includes grazing at appropriate levels.

« Machair is a coastal species-rich grassland unique to the
north-west of Scotland and Ireland, and is maintained by
traditional crofting practices, including cattle grazing.

« According to research carried out by SAC Consulting,
changes in livestock management can come with ‘win-wins’ for
biodiversity and agricultural production.

« However, changes to agricultural practices have also been a
contributor to biodiversity loss. Changes such as increases in
livestock production through improving agricultural land using
fertilisers and higher livestock densities has resulted in
reductions in biodiversity. Livestock management brings trade-
offs for biodiversity depending on practices, and research is
ongoing in this area, for example by the Sefari institutes in
Scotland.



https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/land-use-policies-for-a-net-zero-uk/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/land-use-policies-for-a-net-zero-uk/
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/land-and-sea-management/managing-land/farming-and-crofting/types-farming/lowland-livestock-and-dairy-farming
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/land-and-sea-management/managing-land/farming-and-crofting/types-farming/lowland-livestock-and-dairy-farming
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/biodiversity-and-conservation/habitat-conservation/open-habitats/coronation-meadows#:%7E:text=Wildflower%20meadows%20are%20some%20of,and%20animals%20that%20live%20there.
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/biodiversity-and-conservation/habitat-conservation/open-habitats/coronation-meadows#:%7E:text=Wildflower%20meadows%20are%20some%20of,and%20animals%20that%20live%20there.
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/2020/06/making-room-for-meadows/
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/biodiversity-and-conservation/habitat-conservation/open-habitats/conservation-grazing
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/what-we-do/biodiversity-and-conservation/habitat-conservation/open-habitats/conservation-grazing
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-02/Priority%20Habitat%20-%20Machair.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-02/Priority%20Habitat%20-%20Machair.pdf
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/all-news/environmental-and-productivity-win-wins-on-scottish-livestock-farms/
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/all-news/environmental-and-productivity-win-wins-on-scottish-livestock-farms/
https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf
https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf
https://www.hutton.ac.uk/sites/default/files/files/publications/biodiversity%20%26%20farming.pdf
https://www.hutton.ac.uk/sites/default/files/files/publications/biodiversity%20%26%20farming.pdf
https://sefari.scot/research/should-we-graze-the-uplands-of-scotland
https://sefari.scot/research/should-we-graze-the-uplands-of-scotland
https://sefari.scot/research/should-we-graze-the-uplands-of-scotland
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It is more difficult to quantify the impact of livestock farming on animal

welfare, but some comparisons with standards around the world are

available.
« World Animal Protection has created the Animal Protection
Index, which compares countries’ animal welfare laws and
standards. While the UK scores a ‘B’ overall (no countries are
‘A’-rated), its farm animal protections score a ‘D’. This is
comparable to some countries such as France and Italy, lower
than others, such as New Zealand (‘C’), Denmark (‘C’) and
Sweden (‘B’), and higher than some, such as the USA (‘E’),
Australia (‘E’), China (‘G’) and Argentina (‘F’). It is worth noting
that this refers to animal protection laws rather than farming
practices, and in terms of the meat consumed at an individual
level, the animal welfare impact is likely to be variable
depending on how it is produced.

« RSPCA has also set out a comparison between the legal
standards in Australia compared with the UK (both compared
with the standards required to be certified as ‘RSPCA assured’).
The comparison suggests that the UK's standards are
favourable to Australia’s.

Meat production is a large segment of Scotland’s agricultural sector and
employs a number of people. Phasing out meat production may
therefore have consequences for employment in rural areas.

. As noted above, agriculture and related sectors employ a
large number of people.

. Though the public sector is the largest employer in both
remote and accessible rural areas, employment in agriculture is
also particularly important. Scottish Government figures suggest
that ‘agriculture, forestry and fishing’ account for 12% of
employment in accessible rural areas, and 15% in remote rural
areas. These sectors account for only 0.5% of employment in
the rest of Scotland. The NFUS suggest that agriculture alone
represents 8% of the rural workforce.

. From an agricultural perspective, 60% of Scotland’s land is
rough grazing and common grazing, which may be difficult to
shift to other forms of agricultural production such as growing
grains or vegetables.



https://api.worldanimalprotection.org/
https://api.worldanimalprotection.org/
https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/farm-animal-welfare/welfare-standards-comparison/
https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/farm-animal-welfare/welfare-standards-comparison/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rural-scotland-key-facts-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rural-scotland-key-facts-2021/
https://www.nfus.org.uk/farming-facts.aspx
https://www.nfus.org.uk/farming-facts.aspx
https://www.environment.gov.scot/media/1193/land-crops-and-livestock.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.scot/media/1193/land-crops-and-livestock.pdf
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There may be barriers to phasing out meat production in Scotland as a
result of post-EU-exit legislation.

. The UK Internal Market Act 2020 enshrined a set of ‘market
access principles’ in UK legislation. The principle of ‘mutual
recognition’ provides that products that can be lawfully placed
on the market in one part of the UK may also be lawfully placed
on the market in any other part of the UK.

. As aresult, phasing out meat production in Scotland would
not prevent meat products being sold in Scotland if they were
lawfully being sold in another part of the UK.

The petitioner suggests that phasing out meat production would
“coincide with anticipated changes to future food production and
consumption”.

. As noted above, meat remains a part of most people’s diets
in Scotland. However, meat consumption has reduced. A study
in the journal The Lancet found that, in Britain, average meat
consumption per capita per day decreased from 103.7g to
86.3g per day. Red meat consumption decreased by 13.7g,
processed meat consumption decreased by 7g, but white meat
consumption increased by 3.29.

Stakeholders have different views on livestock production and dietary

change.
. The National Farmers’ Union of Scotland (NFUS) champions
a continued role for meat in Scottish diets. The organisation
encourages consumers to think about local and seasonal food:
“greater thought about what we are eating and where it comes
from”, and along with other farming sector stakeholders like
Quality Meat Scotland, highlights the role of high-quality meat
as part of a balanced diet, and the relative emissions intensities
of meat and dairy products in different parts of the world, as
noted above.

. Some environmental organisations, such as Soil Association
Scotland, also see a role for livestock production as part of
‘agroecological’ farming systems, and with other organisations,
such as the food charity Sustain, support a move towards
eating ‘less and better meat.



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/27/contents
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00228-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00228-X/fulltext
https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/blog/hannah-baker-reflects-on-veganuary-2022
https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/blog/hannah-baker-reflects-on-veganuary-2022
https://www.qmscotland.co.uk/sites/default/files/january_toolkit_2022_medium_resolution.pdf
https://www.qmscotland.co.uk/sites/default/files/january_toolkit_2022_medium_resolution.pdf
https://www.soilassociation.org/causes-campaigns/a-ten-year-transition-to-agroecology/what-is-agroecology/#:%7E:text=Agroecology%20is%20the%20application%20of,and%20prioritising%20local%20supply%20chains.
https://www.sustainweb.org/blogs/jul22-less-and-better-meat-local-authorities/
https://www.soilassociation.org/blogs/2020/december/09/what-is-climate-change-committee-saying-about-less-and-better-meat/
https://www.soilassociation.org/blogs/2020/december/09/what-is-climate-change-committee-saying-about-less-and-better-meat/
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. Some organisations, such as the Vegan Society, advocate
for a fully plant-based food system. Animal welfare
organisations, such as Compassion in World Farming and the
SSPCA advocates for good conditions for farmed animals.

. There is action among agricultural stakeholders to come up
with and implement ways to reduce emissions from animal
agriculture. In Scotland, five farmer-led climate change groups
produced recommendations for changes to each sector to
reduce emissions. A Scottish Government analysis has
suggested that, if applied to the fullest extent, the measures in
the reports could provide around 40% of the necessary
reductions. ‘Farming for 1.5 degrees’, a partnership between
farming and environmental stakeholders and academics
produced a report setting out a pathway to 2045 for

agriculture.

. The Scottish Government’s Climate Change Plan Update
sets out a plan for a 24% reduction in overall emissions from
the agriculture category by 2032.

Anna Brand
Senior Researcher
18 October 2022

The purpose of this briefing is to provide a brief overview of issues raised by the
petition. SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition
briefings with petitioners or other members of the public. However, if you have any
comments on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@parliament.scot
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent
changes.

Published by the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe), an office of the
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https://www.plantingvalueinfood.org/#reprogramming
https://www.plantingvalueinfood.org/#reprogramming
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/our-campaigns/
https://www.scottishspca.org/advice/farm
https://www.gov.scot/policies/agriculture-and-the-environment/farmer-led-climate-change-groups/#:%7E:text=Farmer%20led%20groups%20were%20established,upland%20farming%2Fcrofting)%20sectors.
https://www.gov.scot/policies/agriculture-and-the-environment/farmer-led-climate-change-groups/#:%7E:text=Farmer%20led%20groups%20were%20established,upland%20farming%2Fcrofting)%20sectors.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/consultation-paper/2021/08/agricultural-transition-scotland-first-steps-towards-national-policy-consultation-paper/documents/agricultural-transition-scotland-first-steps-towards-national-policy/agricultural-transition-scotland-first-steps-towards-national-policy/govscot%3Adocument/agricultural-transition-scotland-first-steps-towards-national-policy.pdf
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Annexe C

Scottish Government submission of 6 October

2022
PE1963/A: Phase in meat production ban by 2040

Thank you for your correspondence of 1 September 2022, seeking views
on Petition PE1963.

Meat and dairy are good sources of protein, vitamins and minerals, and
if we choose to consume them, it should be in line with public health
guidance. The Scottish Government continues to actively promote the
consumption of fresh, local and seasonal produce.

We are working with our food production sector to ensure our high
quality Scottish food is produced in a truly sustainable manner. Our
vision for agriculture - published in March this year - is for Scotland to
become a global leader in sustainable and regenerative farming.

On emissions from food production, earlier this year we announced
more detail on how we will work with farmers and crofters to support
them to reduce emissions via our National Test programme, this will see
farmers encouraged to undertake on-farm carbon audits. The National
Test Programme is in line with our broader vision for agriculture, and we
will support and work with farmers to cut emissions while continuing to
deliver high farming standards.

Our intention is that Scotland's future agriculture support regime from
2025 onwards will be one that delivers high quality food production,
climate mitigation and adaptation, and nature restoration. High quality,
nutritious food locally and sustainably produced is key to our wellbeing —
in economic, environmental, social and health terms. We will support
and work with farmers and crofters to meet more of our own food needs
sustainably and to farm and croft with nature.

Funds for farmers and crofters, such as the Agri-Environment Climate
scheme and the Sustainable Agriculture Capital Grants Scheme, are
already supporting farmers, crofters and landowners to adapt to climate
change, reduce their emissions and become more sustainable.
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We are also providing advice and support through the Farm Advisory
Services, Farming for a Better Climate and the Agriculture, Biodiversity
and Climate Change Network, all of which provide support for farmers
and crofters, to tackle climate change, lower emissions and improve
outcomes for nature.

We continue working closely with our partners in Public Health Scotland
(PHS), Food Standards Scotland (FSS), and other agencies to evaluate
the evidence base surrounding diet, health and climate impacts and use
that to inform future policy.
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