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Introduction

1.

In November 2021, the Net Zero, Energy and Transport Committee launched
an inquiry into the role of local government and its cross-sectoral partners in
financing and delivering a net-zero Scotland.

This inquiry aims to seek out the main barriers at a local level to Scotland
reaching its net zero targets. It will consider what practical steps councils are
taking to break them down, in partnership with business, the voluntary sector,
and local communities. It will also consider areas where change will be needed
if councils are to play a full role in achieving the Scottish Government’s goal of
a net zero Scotland by 2045

The inquiry is also considering:

e what role the Scottish Government and its agencies can play in both
supporting and, where necessary, challenging local government to work
well with its partners to deliver net zero

e how local government can play its part in ensuring a “just transition” to net
zero, i.e. one that is economically and socially fair.

The Committee launched this inquiry with an open Call for Views, posing 12
guestions. It has taken evidence at three Committee meetings so far:

e On 11 January, the Committee heard from representatives of five different
local authorities with different net zero policies and priorities. The Official
Report for this meeting is here.

e On 18 January, the Committee heard from the Sustainable Scotland
Network and community two panels of cross-sectoral delivery partners on
the route to net zero. The Official Report for this meeting is here.

e On 25 January, the Committee heard from representatives of the business
sector and bodies working in community development. The Official Report
for this meeting is here.



https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-net-zero-energy-and-transport-committee/business-items/inquiry-into-the-role-of-local-government-and-partners-in-delivering-net-zero
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-net-zero-energy-and-transport-committee/business-items/inquiry-into-the-role-of-local-government-and-partners-in-delivering-net-zero
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyourviews.parliament.scot%2Fecclr%2Flg-net-zero-21%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cnetzero.committee%40Parliament.Scot%7C1f74d9b01450485c232e08d9c48e322a%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637756937283634574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=QUVHgVFQbHaoSiolvO1g7Xqf8u3JaGeZ%2FUfdNw2nzmw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/what-was-said-in-parliament/NZET-11-01-2022?meeting=13511&iob=122637
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/what-was-said-in-parliament/NZET-11-01-2022?meeting=13511&iob=122637
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/what-was-said-in-parliament/NZET-18-01-2022?meeting=13527&iob=122767
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/what-was-said-in-parliament/NZET-25-01-2022?meeting=13547&iob=122954
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/what-was-said-in-parliament/NZET-25-01-2022?meeting=13547&iob=122954
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Key themes at 22 March meeting

5. Following the closure of the Call for Views in late January, the Committee has

6.

taken stock of the evidence gathered so far and agreed key themes for the
remainder of the inquiry. Two emerging and related issues are:

e the role of the local government planning system in relation to net zero.
This can be positive: as a driver and enabler of transformational change in
areas such as active travel, reduced car use, better insulated homes,
meeting national renewable energy goals, etc. The Committee heard it can
sometimes be negative. For instance, it heard of concerns about
resourcing, recruitment and succession challenges in town planning
departments, and the knock-on consequences this has, and also about the
speed of decision-taking under the planning system. The Committee
recently raised some of these concerns in correspondence following its
scrutiny of aspects of the new national planning framework (NPF4);

e The importance of having a workforce with the right training, skills and
capacity to help make the 2045 goal a reality, with policy areas such as
decarbonising heat in buildings identified as posing steep challenges in the
coming years, given the scale of the goals in this area.

The Committee will be hearing from panels of experts (as listed on the
agenda) on both issues on 22 March. Of these, the following provided
responses to the call for views (click on link for the response):

e Heads of Planning Scotland (Panel 1)

e Royal Town Planning Institute Scotland (Panel 1)

e Colleges Scotland (Panel 2)

Next steps

7.

On 29 March, the Committee expects to hear from two more stakeholder
panels in an continuation of the skills, training and workforce capacity theme,
with decarbonising heat in buildings likely to be a particular focus.

The Committee will take evidence at further meetings in Spring and early
Summer 2022 and also expects to make inquiry-related fact-finding visits
during this time. It expects to report to the Parliament in autumn 2022.
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https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/net-zero-energy-and-transport-committee/correspondence/2022/con_to_conlghp.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/net-zero-energy-and-transport-committee/correspondence/2022/con_to_conlghp.pdf
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/nzet/lg-net-zero-21/consultation/view_respondent?sort=excerpt&order=ascending&uuId=259401328
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/nzet/lg-net-zero-21/consultation/view_respondent?sort=excerpt&order=ascending&uuId=380660737
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/nzet/lg-net-zero-21/consultation/view_respondent?sort=excerpt&order=ascending&uuId=312508158

