
SJHLG/S7/26/9/5 

 
1 

Social Justice, Housing and Local Government Committee 
18 November 2026 
9th Meeting, 2026 (Session 7) 

Note by the Clerk on The Private Residential 
Tenancies (Prescribed Notices and Forms) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2026 (2026/279) 
Overview 
1. At this meeting, the Committee will consider the following Scottish Statutory 

Instrument (SSI), which is subject to the negative procedure. The Committee is 
invited to consider the instrument and decide what, if any, recommendations to 
make. 

2. More information about the instrument is summarised below: 

Title of instrument: The Private Residential Tenancies (Prescribed Notices and 
Forms) (Scotland) Regulations 2026 (2026/279) 

Laid under: Private Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016 
 
Laid on: 2 October 2026 

Procedure: Negative 

Deadline for committee consideration: 23 November 2026 (Advisory deadline 
for any committee report to be published) 

Deadline for Chamber consideration: 26 November 2026 (Statutory 40-day 
deadline for any decision whether to annul the instrument) 

Commencement: 1 April 2027 

Procedure 
3. Under the negative procedure, an instrument is laid after it is made, and is 

subject to annulment by resolution of the Parliament for a period of 40 days 
beginning on the day it is laid. 

4. Once laid, the instrument is referred to: 

• the Delegated Powers and Law Reform (DPLR) Committee, for scrutiny on 
various technical grounds, and 

• a lead committee, whose remit includes the subject-matter of the instrument, 
for scrutiny on policy grounds.  

5. Any MSP may propose, by motion, that the lead committee recommend 
annulment of the instrument. If such a motion is lodged, it must be debated at a 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2026/279/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2026/279/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2016/19/contents
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meeting of the Committee, and the Committee must then report to the Parliament 
(by the advisory deadline referred to above). 

6. If there is no motion recommending annulment, the lead committee is not 
required to report on the instrument. 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 
consideration 
7. The DPLR Committee considered the instrument at its 8th meeting on 27 October 

2026 and reported on it in its 13th Report. The DPLR Committee made no 
recommendations in relation to the instrument. 

Purpose of the instrument 
8. The purpose of this instrument is to revoke and replace the Private Residential 

Tenancies (Prescribed Notices and Forms) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, update 
the prescribed notices and forms to reflect changes made to the Private Housing 
(Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016 by the Housing (Scotland) Act 2025, and 
improve clarity. 

9. The instrument makes changes to the Rent Increase Notice which include: 

• replacing references to Rent Pressure Zones with provisions relating to Rent 
Control Areas; 

• updating forms to reflect an increase from 21 to 30 days in the period within 
which tenants may refer a proposed rent increase to a Rent Officer; 

• clarifying that a Rent Officer cannot determine a rent higher than the amount 
proposed by the landlord; and 

• clarifying that tenants must complete and return Part 3 of the notice to inform 
their landlord of their intention to refer the proposed increase to a Rent Officer. 

10. The instrument makes changes to the Referral to a Rent Officer form which 
include: 

• adding Rent Service Scotland’s postal address; 

• requesting additional information to inform the Rent Officer’s determination, 
including information on the condition of the property, such as dampness; and 

• updating the form to reflect an increase from 21 to 30 days in the period within 
which tenants may request a review of a proposed rent increase. 

11. The instrument also removes the Application by a Landlord to a Rent Officer 
form, following the repeal of Rent Pressure Zones, and makes minor changes to 
the Notice to Leave and Sub-Tenancy Notice to Leave forms to remove wording 
that is no longer necessary. 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/committee-reports/dplr/2026/10/27/dplrs072026r13/pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/297/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/297/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2025/13/contents
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12. The Policy Note accompanying the instrument is included in the annexe. It 
includes a summary of consultation undertaken on the instrument and the 
anticipated financial effects.  

13. A child rights and wellbeing impact assessment (CRWIA) has been carried out 
and Scottish Ministers certify that the instrument is compatible with the UNCRC 
requirements.  

Committee consideration 
14. So far, no motion recommending annulment has been lodged. 

15. Members are invited to consider the instrument and decide whether there are any 
points they wish to raise. 

16. If members have no points to raise, the Committee should note the instrument 
(that is, agree that it has no recommendations to make). 

17. However, should a motion recommending annulment be lodged later in the 40-
day period, it may be necessary for the Committee to consider the instrument 
again. 

Clerks to the Committee 
November 2026 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2026/279/pdfs/ssiod_20260279_en_001.pdf
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Annexe A: Scottish Government Policy Note 
 

POLICY NOTE  
  

THE PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES (PRESCRIBED NOTICES AND  
FORMS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2026  

  
SSI 2026/279  

  
The above instrument was made in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 17(3),  
22(2)(b), 24(3) and (4), 61(3)(b), 62(1)(d), 76 and 77(2) of the Private Housing 
(Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016 (2016 Act). The instrument is subject to the negative 
procedure.   
  
This instrument revokes and replaces The Private Residential Tenancies (Prescribed 
Notices and Forms) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. Its purpose is to makes changes 
to prescribed notice and forms as a consequence of changes to the 2016 Act made 
through the Housing (Scotland) Act 2025 (2025 Act) and to update forms and improve 
clarity.   

  
Policy Objectives   

More detailed changes are required to the Rent Increase Notice (schedule 2 of the 
Order) and the Referral by a Tenant to A Rent Officer (schedule 3).  The Application 
by a Landlord to a Rent Officer (schedule 4 of the 2017 Order) is not being re-enacted 
in the new Order as it relates to Rent Pressure Zones, the legislation for which has 
been repealed by the 2025 Act.   

The main changes to the Tenant’s Notice of Intention to Apply to the First-Tier Tribunal 
(Schedule 1 of the order) are to reflect the introduction of rent control areas.  

The main changes to the Rent Increase Notice (schedule 2 of the Order) are as 
follows:  

i.  references to Rent Pressure Zone (which have been repealed by the 2025 Act) 
have been removed and new provisions have been added to reflect the 
introduction of Rent  
Control Areas;  ii. the form has been updated to reflect modification of 
section 24(d) to increase the timescale within which a tenant must refer a 
case to the Rent Officer to 30 days of receiving a rent-increase notice;   

iii. changes have been made to reflect section 25 of the 2016 Act which means a 
Rent Officer cannot set a rent higher than the amount specified in the rent 
increase notice when determining rent; and  

iv. the form has been updated to make clear that a tenant must complete and 
return part 3 of the form ‘Response to the Proposed Rent Increase” in order to 
intimate to the landlord their intention to apply to the Rent Officer.  

The main changes to the Referral to a Rent Officer form (schedule 3 of the Order) are 
as follows:  
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i. the form has been updated to include Rent Service Scotland’s postal 
address; and  

ii. the form now asks for further information to inform the determination of rent 
by the Rent Officer, for example on the condition of the property in relation to 
dampness.  

iii. the form has been updated to reflect the increase in timescale from 21 days 
to 30 days for a review of a proposed rent increase   

Only minor changes are made to the Notice to Leave (Schedule 4)  and Sub-Tenancy 
Notice to leave  (Schedule 5) forms to remove wording about the timing of the use of 
the form that is no longer necessary.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024 
Compatibility  

The Scottish Ministers have made the following statement regarding children’s rights.  
  
In accordance with section 23(2) of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024 (the Act), the Scottish Ministers certify 
that, in their view, The Private Residential Tenancies (Prescribed Notices and Forms) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2026 is compatible with the UNCRC requirements as defined 
by section 1(2) of the Act.  
  
EU Alignment Consideration  

This instrument is not relevant to the Scottish Government’s policy to maintain 
alignment with the EU.   
  
Consultation   

A public consultation The New Deal for Tenants’ Draft Rented Strategy was carried 
out in support of the measures included the Housing (Scotland) Act 2025 including in 
relation changes to Rent Adjudication.   
  
Analysis of consultation responses are on the Scottish Government website:  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/new-deal-tenants-analysis-report-responses-
consultationhttps://www.gov.scot/publications/new-deal-tenants-analysis-report-
responses-consultation-exercise/exercise/  
  
The change to the timescale that tenants have to apply to a Rent Officer from 21 days 
to 30 day was agreed at Stage 2 of the Bill which became the Housing (Scotland) Act 
2025 and will come into force on 1 April 2027. Discussion with stakeholders on this 
measure was carried out as part of the Stage 2 process. Further engagement on the 
changes to prescribed forms has been carried out with members of the Rent Control 
and Private Rented Sector Reform Measures Stakeholder Group 
(https://www.gov.scot/groups/rent-control-and-
privatehttps://www.gov.scot/groups/rent-control-and-private-rented-sector-reform-
measures-stakeholder-group/rented-sector-reform-measures-stakeholder-group/) 
and a number of changes were taken on board to improve clarity and understanding 
to support tenants and landlords using the forms.  
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Impact Assessments  

A full range of impact assessments was carried out as part of the passage of the 
Housing (Scotland) Act 2025. These are noted below:  
  

• Rented sector reform: child rights and wellbeing impact assessment - 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rented-sector-reform-child-rights-
wellbeinghttps://www.gov.scot/publications/rented-sector-reform-child-rights-
wellbeing-impact-assessment/impact-assessment/   
• Rented Sector Reforms: Fairer Scotland Duty Assessment 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rented-sector-reforms-fairer-scotland-
dutyhttps://www.gov.scot/publications/rented-sector-reforms-fairer-scotland-
duty-assessment/assessment/   
• Rented Sector Reform: Island Communities Impact Screening 
Assessment - https://www.gov.scot/publications/rented-sector-reform-island-
communities-impacthttps://www.gov.scot/publications/rented-sector-reform-
island-communities-impact-screening-assessment/pages/1/screening-
assessment/pages/1/   
• Rented Sector Reform: Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment - 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rented-sector-reform-housing-scotland-
billhttps://www.gov.scot/publications/rented-sector-reform-housing-scotland-
bill-business-regulatory-impact-assessment/business-regulatory-impact-
assessment/   

  
A further Child Rights and Wellbeing impact assessment has been completed to 
support this instrument. The impact of changes to prescribed forms and notices as 
part of implementing the provisions of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2025 has been as 
assessed as neutral.   
  
Financial Effects   

There are no financial effects associated with this instrument. The Financial 
Memorandum (https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-
bills/housing-scotlandhttps://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-
bills/housing-scotland-bill/introduction/financial-
memorandum.pdfbill/introduction/financial-memorandum.pdf) for the Housing 
(Scotland) Bill sets out the estimated costs for measures in the Act as introduced 
including changes to the Rent Adjudication and a Business and Regulatory Impact 
Assessment was also carried out as part of the passage of the Housing (Scotland) 
Act 2025. 
  
Scottish Government  
Better Homes Directorate  
  
29 September 2026   
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