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Rural Affairs Committee 
Wednesday 16 September 2026 
4th Meeting, 2026 (Session 7) 

Rural Support Plan 
Introduction 
1. The first Rural Support Plan was published on 24 March 2026. It is a 

requirement under the Agriculture and Rural Communities (Scotland) Act 2024 
and sets out the Scottish Government’s plan for providing support to farmers, 
crofters, land managers, and rural communities from 2026-2031. 

2. The Rural Affairs Committee agreed in June 2026 to hold a short “snapshot” 
inquiry into the Rural Support Plan in the Autumn of 2026. 

Background 
3. Agricultural policy reform began in Scotland following the UK vote to leave the 

European Union in 2016. After the 2020 departure from the EU, Scotland is no 
longer subject to the Common Agricultural Policy, which shaped agricultural 
policy for decades.  

4. While there have been several steps in the process to this point (summarised in 
more detail in the SPICe Land Use in Scotland subject profile), some of the key 
milestones include: 

• 2018 – “Stability and Simplicity: proposals for a rural funding transition 
period” published. This launched a consultation on “a comprehensive new 
approach to supporting the rural economy to achieve world class agricultural 
and environmental outcomes”.  

• 2020 – Agriculture (retained EU Law and Data) (Scotland) Bill becomes an 
Act. The Act gave powers to Scottish Ministers to make changes to the 
legacy EU CAP legislation that still governs Scottish agriculture policy today. 

• 2021 - Agriculture Reform Implementation Oversight Board and Agriculture 
Policy Development Group formed to advise the Government on reform.  

• 2022 – Vision for Agriculture published. It stated that the Scottish 
Government will “transform how we support farming and food production in 
Scotland to become a global leader in sustainable and regenerative 
agriculture.” 

• 2023 – First version of the Agriculture Reform Route Map published. This 
proposed the new support framework, which divides support into four tiers. 
The tiers are: 

o  Tier 1: base – which includes direct payments to farmers; 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/rural-support-plan-rsp/pages/2/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2024/11
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/research-prepared-for-parliament/research-briefings/2026/8/27/sb-2651#dp65862
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/research-prepared-for-parliament/research-briefings/2026/8/27/sb-2651#dp65862
https://www.gov.scot/publications/stability-simplicity-proposals-rural-funding-transition-period/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/stability-simplicity-proposals-rural-funding-transition-period/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/17
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/17
https://www.gov.scot/groups/agriculture-reform-implementation-oversight-board/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/agriculture-policy-development-group-terms-of-reference/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/agriculture-policy-development-group-terms-of-reference/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/next-step-delivering-vision-scotland-leader-sustainable-regenerative-farming/
https://web.archive.org/web/20230216193244/https:/www.ruralpayments.org/topics/agricultural-reform-programme/arp-route-map/
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o Tier 2: enhanced – which is intended to support farmers and crofters 
to do more for climate and nature; 

o Tier 3: elective – which is intended to support action that protects 
habitats or species or improves business sustainability; 

o Tier 4 – complementary – intended to help to grow skills and 
capabilities, including training and advice. 

• 2024 – Agriculture and Rural Communities (Scotland) Bill becomes an Act. 
The Act was required to deliver the new framework set out in the route map 
and set out five objectives. The Act requires the Scottish Government to 
produce a Rural Support Plan every five years.  

• 2026 – First Rural Support Plan published. 

The first Rural Support Plan 
5. The Rural Support Plan sets out five “outcomes” it seeks to achieve, with “sub-

outcomes” sitting underneath each one. The outcomes are: 

• high quality food production; 

• enabling thriving rural communities;  

• climate change mitigation and adaptation; 

• nature restoration; and 

• support for a Just Transition. 

6. The Plan outlines what financial support will be available to farmers over the next 
five years, and structures this under the four support 'tiers'. This largely mirrors 
existing support, with some changes, and the Plan signals some shifts in funding 
over the period. 

7. The Rural Support Plan indicates that currently 80% of the funding is allocated to 
tiers 1 and 2, with 20% split between tiers 3 and 4. It signals this will remain the 
case for this year and the following three years but commits to moving 10% of 
the total budget out of tier 1 and into tiers 3 and 4 in 2030-31. 

8. The Plan also sets out the broad approach to monitoring and evaluation.  

Evidence taken on the Rural Support Plan 
9. The Committee launched a targeted Call for Views over the summer recess on 

the Rural Support Plan and received responses from 19 stakeholders, which are 
available on the Committee’s webpage.  

10. The Committee held roundtable sessions with stakeholders on the 2 and 9 
September. The Official Report of the meeting on 2 September has been 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2024/11
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/335/rural-support-plan/consultation/published_select_respondent
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/RA-02-09-2026?meeting=20203
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published, and the Official Report for the meeting on 9 September will be 
available on the Parliament’s website.  

Meeting on 16 September 
11. On 16 September, the Committee will hold a roundtable with the following 

stakeholders: 

• Dr Vera Eory, Reader in Sustainable Agriculture, Scotland’s Rural College 

• Michael Halliday, Managing Director, Scottish Tenant Farmers Association 

• Artemis Pana, National Coordinator, Scottish Rural Action  

• Pete Ritchie, Director, Nourish Scotland 

• Kate Rowell, Chair, Quality Meat Scotland 

• Dr Mike Robinson, Chief Executive, Royal Scottish Geographical Society 

• Professor Steven Thomson, Professor of Agricultural Economics and Policy, 
Scotland’s Rural College 

Future work of the Committee on the Rural Support Plan 
12. The Committee will take closing evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for Climate 

Action and Rural Affairs and the Minister for Agriculture, Marine and the Islands.  

Clerks to the Committee 
September 2026 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament?msp=&committeeSelect=335&qry=&dateSelect=5ee561fa0db44fda8c6d5b19ddd24465%7CThursday%2C+May+14%2C+2026%7CFriday%2C+September+4%2C+2026&dtDateFrom=2026-05-14&dtDateTo=2026-09-04&showPlenary=true&ShowDebates=true&ShowFMQs=true&ShowGeneralQuestions=true&ShowPortfolioQuestions=true&ShowSPCBQuestions=true&ShowTopicalQuestions=true&ShowUrgentQuestions=true&showCommittee=true&ResultDisplayType=Reports#orsearch
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