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Health, Social Care and Sport Committee 
Tuesday, 18 November 2025 
31st Meeting, 2025 (Session 6) 

Note by the Clerk on Assisted Dying for Terminally 
Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 – Day Three 
 
1. During this meeting, the Committee will continue Stage 2 proceedings for the 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill (“the Bill”).   
 
2. The Committee previously considered Stage 2 amendments at its meetings on 4 

November 2025 and 11 November 2025.  
 
3. Liam McArthur MSP introduced the Bill in the Scottish Parliament on 27 March 

2024.  
 

4. Links to the Bill and accompanying documents can be found below:  

• Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
• Explanatory Notes  
• Policy Memorandum  
• Financial Memorandum  
• Delegated Powers Memorandum  
• Statements on Legislative Competence  

 
5. The Parliament agreed to designate the Health, Social Care and Sport 

Committee as lead committee for scrutiny of the Bill at Stage 1 on 16 April 2024. 
The Committee took evidence on the Bill at its meetings on the following dates:  
 
• Tuesday, 5 November 2024 
• Monday, 11 November 2024 
• Tuesday, 12 November 2024 
• Tuesday, 19 November 2024 
• Tuesday, 14 January 2025 
• Tuesday, 21 January 2025  
• Tuesday, 28 January 2025 
• Tuesday, 4 February 2025 
 

6. The Committee published its Stage 1 report on the Bill on 30 April 2025.  
 

7. The general principles of the Bill were approved at Stage 1 on 13 May 2025, 
following a debate in the Chamber.  
 

8. The Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) has published three briefings 
on the topic of assisted dying:  
 
• Definitions of terminal illness in assisted dying legislation 
• Palliative care and assisted dying  

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/ssblrc-04-11-2025?meeting=16661
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/ssblrc-04-11-2025?meeting=16661
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-health-social-care-and-sport-committee/meetings/2025/health-social-care-and-sport-committee-11-november-2025
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill/introduction/bill-as-introduced.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill/introduction/explanatory-notes-accessible.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill/introduction/policy-memorandum-accessible.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill/introduction/financial-memorandum-accessible.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill/introduction/delegated-powers-memorandum-accessible.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill/introduction/legislative-competence-accessible.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-health-social-care-and-sport-committee/meetings/2024/health-social-care-and-sport-committee-05-november-2024
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-health-social-care-and-sport-committee/meetings/2024/health-social-care-and-sport-committee-11-november-2024
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-health-social-care-and-sport-committee/meetings/2024/health-social-care-and-sport-committee-12-november-2024
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-health-social-care-and-sport-committee/meetings/2024/health-social-care-and-sport-committee-19-november-2024
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-health-social-care-and-sport-committee/meetings/2025/health-social-care-and-sport-committee-14-january-2025
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-health-social-care-and-sport-committee/meetings/2025/health-social-care-and-sport-committee-21-january-2025
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-health-social-care-and-sport-committee/meetings/2025/health-social-care-and-sport-committee-28-january-2025
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-health-social-care-and-sport-committee/meetings/2025/health-social-care-and-sport-committee-04-february-2025
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/HSCS/2025/4/30/e2b81df7-8d06-4c77-a035-789f84593cc8#f23c9f56-1abd-4a13-b0cb-ed97c63db8ea.dita
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-13-05-2025?meeting=16411&iob=140176
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2025/9/25/58429393-e2b5-4256-8dc9-1f5dc2bf5540#Introduction
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2025/10/16/5da2188f-c17b-401d-9dea-7d8b04e32ac8
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• The Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill and the European 
Convention on Human Rights  
 

9. At stage 2, MSPs can proposes changes (“amendments”) to the Bill. The 
amendments are considered and decided on by the Committee during Stage 2 
proceedings. Links to documents containing the amendments to be considered at 
this meeting are available on the Bill webpage below:  

 
• Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 

Clerks to the Committee 

November 2025 
 

https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2025/9/30/90b176a0-026e-400c-a3dd-406e172784d0
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2025/9/30/90b176a0-026e-400c-a3dd-406e172784d0
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
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