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Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee
Tuesday, 17" June 2025
215t Meeting, 2025 (Session 6)

Instrument Responses

Scottish Parliament (Disqualification) Order 2025 (SSI
2025/Re-laid Draft)

NB: the original instrument to which these questions relate was laid on 22 May and
was withdrawn by the Scottish Government on 3 June 2025, following questions sent
by the Committee. The instrument considered by the Committee at this meeting was
re-laid on 6 June 2025.

On 27 May 2025, the Committee asked the Scottish Government:

1.

Is there an error in the entry for “CDC Group p.l.c. (formerly the
Commonwealth Development Corporation)” (on page 11)? It does not appear
that there is currently a company with this name. (We note that CDC Group
plc was the name, until 29 March 2022, of company number 03877777, which
is now called British International Investment plc. There is also a private
limited company called CDC Group Limited, company number 14946549, but
it does not appear to be the successor to the Commonwealth Development
Corporation.)

Should the reference to the “National Health Service Commissioning Board”
(on page 12) be to “NHS England” following the commencement of section
1(1) of the Health and Care Act 20227

Should the reference to the “Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for
Wales (on page 14) be to the “Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru”
following the commencement of section 12(1)(b) of the Senedd Cymru
(Members and Elections) Act 2024?

Regarding coroners appointed under the Coroners and Justice Act 2009,
there are entries covering “senior coroner, area coroner or assistant coroner”
(page 23), and “Deputy Chief Coroner... who is not also a senior coroner”
(page 15). Chief Coroner is not mentioned. Is this intentional, or is this post
perhaps covered by another entry?

Regarding the entry for Highways England Company Limited (page 16), does
this relate to the company which currently has that name (company

number 13574541, incorporated on 19 August 2021, which appears to be
dormant), or to the company which had that name until 8 September 2021
(company number 09346363) but is now called National Highways Limited? It
appears that these two companies effectively switched names on 8
September 2021.



https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/03877777
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/14946549/filing-history
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/13574541
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/13574541
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/09346363
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6.

It appears that the entries for International Military Services Limited (page 16)
and UK Financial Investments Limited (page 17) are redundant as these
companies have been dissolved.

HM Chief Inspector of Prisons for England and Wales is listed (page 17) but
not HM Chief Inspector of Prisons for Scotland. Is this intentional?

Some entries are not in alphabetical order (for example the entries on page
11 for the Commonwealth Institute, a college of further education, and the
British Broadcasting Corporation Board appear in that order).

Please advise whether any corrective action is proposed, and if so, what
action and when.

On 3 June 2025, the Scottish Government responded:

1.

The reference to “CDC Group p.l.c. (formerly the Commonwealth
Development Corporation)” should be to British International Investment plc
company number 03877777 the successor to the Commonwealth
Development Corporation as the company changed its name on 29 March
2022 as apparent from Companies House. It is not a reference to CDC Group
Limited, company number 14946549, which appears to be dormant.

. The reference to the National Health Service Commissioning Board should be

to “NHS England” as renamed by section 1(1) of the Health and Care Act
2022 on 1 July 2022.

The reference to the “Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Wales”
should be to the “Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru” following the
coming into force of section 12(1)(b) of the Senedd Cymru (Members and
Elections) Act 2024 renaming the Commission on 25 June 2024.

The Chief Coroner must be a High Court or Circuit judge in England & Wales
(paragraph 1 of schedule 8 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009). Both High
Court and Circuit Judges are disqualified from the House of Commons under
section 1(1)(a) and Part 1 of schedule 1 of the House of Commons
Disqualification Act 1975 (“the 1975 Act”). House of Commons
disqualifications are applied to the Scottish Parliament by section 15(1)(a) of
the Scotland Act 19984,

[The entry for Highways England Company Limited should now be to
“National Highways Limited” (company number 09346363).]

We agree the entries for International Military Services Limited and UK
Financial Investments Limited are now redundant.

This is intentional - HM Chief Inspector of Prisons for Scotland is a civil
servant covered under section 1(1)(b) of the 1975 Act which is applied to the
Scottish Parliament by section 15(1)(a) of the Scotland Act.


https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/03877777
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/document-api-images-live.ch.gov.uk/docs/0CS_FwhlvqOLHaOkTOnANno9j9QfhHozb1ZQwUqDU24/application-pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAWRGBDBV3HTNFIGAS%2F20250531%2Feu-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250531T144513Z&X-Amz-Expires=60&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEPH%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCWV1LXdlc3QtMiJIMEYCIQDbFNQtiWKqPzLb7iJlhjrg7V8P2DbsMXl7Pt4Je6NRyAIhAJ8yNcRpWDNYri2kmRbohqD5GIW1d9ShKJVkjFAiSAWQKsQFCLr%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEQBRoMNDQ5MjI5MDMyODIyIgznaGGImw13DEL9hhcqmAUZ3G2aYNw87JELl7IhdCzayNnPzU5L0lWntP%2BZmZbhfpNgbNlSPswdcHWDVUz1t6QH1UXHbhs3KKlAE6APyT6Y6RfwccjTHnvfv%2B1gDEVHLLqagGX3fiE%2BLzSeCiBEkjDBWcePuKpuT7VqU57IcocL0oeeu9%2BOmG8wtjjfNXQHSXGBPjSLTXgVEG6tZp2cAh2ARq1bvJydjE8FSIM4JHwC2y7o0gjEK3kHkqQspv0aoTpCefPGEDSgavyFYSLwh1zizdIZeehvEZzbJUI8T2i4udR1A%2F06%2FSx7uy3%2F6ZUlYb%2FZL4u4jgTDeXTTdBXu9Or7yJlMzdv0UFRSJuCyuyQimQxzjlrebJNDHSX7ew6uFuLxWaNPSp26Hebo%2F2L5HNVir6QY0dZjDHBkcbH%2BdfYGb3hXS4rrpeZ9gyGslLhmq%2FF4F4k%2F0bJT%2BuvtsdA%2BHLz%2B%2FvIFoXCVqSw3%2BtVMBmx010BwFNNrkya96ajANp0ufnR4A9xTg6jlxaZJB5irnhbkXa%2FOeXmBJjXCMJynBuz0D9pLa7cbFarGk%2BfVw%2FUDCq98DsVlnRHidtf17LQFl9NVdmbvcbYW9%2Ffwi9OK96UlkD8GUwAh4YK30saENqxqyzDL6sEyuYG8iDL%2Fhg9UoAsug6iMZ%2BohTytXtKfHkJ0%2FqBhLBKRO5GIEKrmeJ1m1k9Qi9PpmBUlWVQ6ctcsVjOKRCy%2BabX0q3iuW%2FmBpc2ih%2FkUkp9I8F1BRGPDLYV847EWyDbT80cq5N95rWlYUXI4aCQPFiBMezMEexbEXuh7eVJ7FcNr7i4DIolP1q8iM9zobp0cmhZV6bTQzPxM92633mgW3SErweWJAjKd3pUTNLGbA80gUPAjm%2FTWF7teHwHEQrPJd63qLMIKI68EGOrABrI17p4Ke35YEjN1EGcUUJdklgPURPyT3Vu34mjb5NJShd2peFUeeL8WsrVB%2BWxT5ugv7fjjmlCAVwWhcA6jJSCuch9u%2Fo8Lf9YhW%2FAP46G4U7rYwUzzoplc4JoMEAL6ep312ZIlLWil347A4Bo78fMUcx7H8alOuH5oGGBYe7vMlOp7lZLZx81IaKPRvy3UF8upjS%2FJVK%2BjtHwfTBQElMjRFmjWeKCu230n3x7oTicM%3D&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&response-content-disposition=inline%3Bfilename%3D%22companies_house_document.pdf%22&X-Amz-Signature=165cb00e8bcc5583ae311409f08651babf95574884551c6089fd62c63a5b0285
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/document-api-images-live.ch.gov.uk/docs/0CS_FwhlvqOLHaOkTOnANno9j9QfhHozb1ZQwUqDU24/application-pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAWRGBDBV3HTNFIGAS%2F20250531%2Feu-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250531T144513Z&X-Amz-Expires=60&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEPH%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCWV1LXdlc3QtMiJIMEYCIQDbFNQtiWKqPzLb7iJlhjrg7V8P2DbsMXl7Pt4Je6NRyAIhAJ8yNcRpWDNYri2kmRbohqD5GIW1d9ShKJVkjFAiSAWQKsQFCLr%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEQBRoMNDQ5MjI5MDMyODIyIgznaGGImw13DEL9hhcqmAUZ3G2aYNw87JELl7IhdCzayNnPzU5L0lWntP%2BZmZbhfpNgbNlSPswdcHWDVUz1t6QH1UXHbhs3KKlAE6APyT6Y6RfwccjTHnvfv%2B1gDEVHLLqagGX3fiE%2BLzSeCiBEkjDBWcePuKpuT7VqU57IcocL0oeeu9%2BOmG8wtjjfNXQHSXGBPjSLTXgVEG6tZp2cAh2ARq1bvJydjE8FSIM4JHwC2y7o0gjEK3kHkqQspv0aoTpCefPGEDSgavyFYSLwh1zizdIZeehvEZzbJUI8T2i4udR1A%2F06%2FSx7uy3%2F6ZUlYb%2FZL4u4jgTDeXTTdBXu9Or7yJlMzdv0UFRSJuCyuyQimQxzjlrebJNDHSX7ew6uFuLxWaNPSp26Hebo%2F2L5HNVir6QY0dZjDHBkcbH%2BdfYGb3hXS4rrpeZ9gyGslLhmq%2FF4F4k%2F0bJT%2BuvtsdA%2BHLz%2B%2FvIFoXCVqSw3%2BtVMBmx010BwFNNrkya96ajANp0ufnR4A9xTg6jlxaZJB5irnhbkXa%2FOeXmBJjXCMJynBuz0D9pLa7cbFarGk%2BfVw%2FUDCq98DsVlnRHidtf17LQFl9NVdmbvcbYW9%2Ffwi9OK96UlkD8GUwAh4YK30saENqxqyzDL6sEyuYG8iDL%2Fhg9UoAsug6iMZ%2BohTytXtKfHkJ0%2FqBhLBKRO5GIEKrmeJ1m1k9Qi9PpmBUlWVQ6ctcsVjOKRCy%2BabX0q3iuW%2FmBpc2ih%2FkUkp9I8F1BRGPDLYV847EWyDbT80cq5N95rWlYUXI4aCQPFiBMezMEexbEXuh7eVJ7FcNr7i4DIolP1q8iM9zobp0cmhZV6bTQzPxM92633mgW3SErweWJAjKd3pUTNLGbA80gUPAjm%2FTWF7teHwHEQrPJd63qLMIKI68EGOrABrI17p4Ke35YEjN1EGcUUJdklgPURPyT3Vu34mjb5NJShd2peFUeeL8WsrVB%2BWxT5ugv7fjjmlCAVwWhcA6jJSCuch9u%2Fo8Lf9YhW%2FAP46G4U7rYwUzzoplc4JoMEAL6ep312ZIlLWil347A4Bo78fMUcx7H8alOuH5oGGBYe7vMlOp7lZLZx81IaKPRvy3UF8upjS%2FJVK%2BjtHwfTBQElMjRFmjWeKCu230n3x7oTicM%3D&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&response-content-disposition=inline%3Bfilename%3D%22companies_house_document.pdf%22&X-Amz-Signature=165cb00e8bcc5583ae311409f08651babf95574884551c6089fd62c63a5b0285
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/14946549/filing-history
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/14946549/filing-history
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/09346363
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8. The entries identified for the Commonwealth Institute and a college of further
education are each specifically addressed to the chair of the “board” of those
institutions so are listed and alphabetised as organisations whose name
begins with B. We will continue to consider the ordering generally including
these entries to make it as clear as possible in the future.

9. We thank the Committee for bringing points 1 to 3, 5 and 6 to our attention
and we will be withdrawing the instrument and re-laying it with the corrections
made.

(11 s20 of the Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Act 2025 ends the ambulatory effect of
s15 of the Scotland Act 1998 will come into force until 1 August 2025 to mean the 1975 Act as it had
effect on 27 April 2022 will be relevant. As the Chief Coroner’s disqualification pre-dates this change it
will remain in effect.

Act of Sederunt (Rules of the Court of Session 1994 and
Ordinary Cause Rules 1993 Amendment) (Miscellaneous)
(Amendment) 2025 (SSI 2025/171)

On 10 June 2025, the Committee asked the Lord President’s Private Office:

1. Is there an error in this instrument’s Explanatory Note where it says that the
principal instrument (SSI 2025/80) is not yet in force? It appears that some of
the provisions of SSI 2025/80 came into force on 30 April 2025. One such
provision (paragraph 2) is amended by the present instrument, albeit that the
amendment is only to correct a typographical error in a cross-reference.

2. Please advise whether any corrective action is proposed, and if so, what
action and when.

On 11 June 2025, the Lord President’s Private Office responded:

1. While noting that the Explanatory Note is not part of the instrument, the
description in the first sentence to the Note could usefully have included the
word “fully” after the word “yet”. The primary purpose of the instrument is to
correct a substantive error in a previous instrument before the point at which
that error will have effect. As the Court was bringing forward an instrument to
correct that substantive error, it was thought worth the effort to include an
additional amendment to rectify a patent typo elsewhere in the previous
instrument which hitherto had been planned to be rectified by correction
slip. Paragraph 2 of the instrument is the amendment that rectifies that typo
and it does so in respect of a provision that is indeed currently in force.

2. As the omission of the word “fully” occurs in the Explanatory Note and not in
part of the instrument, no corrective action is proposed.
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