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Net Zero, Energy and Transport Committee  
Tuesday 6 May 2025  
16th Meeting, 2025 (Session 6)  
 

Evidence session – Zero Waste Scotland 
Introduction 
 
1. The Committee aims to have regular “check-ins” with the autonomous public 

bodies within its remit. The Committee therefore agreed to take evidence from 
Zero Waste Scotland, as a newly established non-departmental public body.  

Background 
 
2. Zero Waste Scotland is the public body providing expertise on the development 

of Scotland’s circular economy. A circular economy is a model for production and 
consumption that emphasises “circularity of resource use, minimising or 
designing out waste, and doing so in a way that addresses the twin climate and 
nature crises”.1 

3. The opposing concept to a circular economy is a linear model of consumption 
where products are bought, used, and thrown away as waste. This means more 
production and consumption, and more extraction of materials for manufacturing. 

4. Zero Waste Scotland works with government, business, and communities “to 
rewire the economy from our current “take, make, waste” model to one where we 
make the most of the materials we have”.2 

5. Zero Waste Scotland was originally established as a non-profit organisation to 
provide expertise on the circular economy. It was formally classified by the Office 
for National Statistics as a public sector organisation on 28 April 2023. The 
Circular Economy (Scotland) Act 2024 then made provision to apply public 
bodies legislation to Zero Waste Scotland (for example, bringing it within the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and making appointments regulated 
by the Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland). 

6. An Executive Non-Departmental Public Bodies Framework Agreement between 
Zero Waste Scotland and the Scottish Ministers has been in place since 1 
October 2024. This summarises how Zero Waste Scotland and the Scottish 
Government will work together and sets out key roles and responsibilities. It 
requires Zero Waste Scotland to produce: a corporate plan setting out its 
strategic aims, objectives and targets; an annual business plan for each financial 
year; and an annual report of activities and audited accounts after the end of 
each financial year. The first annual plan, for 2025/26, has now been published, 
alongside a corporate plan to 2030. 

 
1 SPICe Briefing - Circular Economy (Scotland) Bill 
2 Zero Waste Scotland webpage 

https://cdn.zerowastescotland.org.uk/managed-downloads/mf-4rgomnd4-1727701729d
https://cdn.zerowastescotland.org.uk/managed-downloads/mf-fm3axszg-1744042014d
https://cdn.zerowastescotland.org.uk/managed-downloads/mf-qllclzwt-1730825127d
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2023/9/22/69d34394-cbf1-4310-ad5e-0e4c804a1e9b
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/about-us/who-we-are
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Meeting on 6 May 
 
7. At its meeting on 6 May, the Committee will take evidence from a panel of 

representatives of Zero Waste Scotland: 

• Dominic Fry – Chair  

• Iain Gulland – CEO  

• Ciaran McGuigan – Director of Finance & Corporate Services 

• Jane Beasley - Director of Circular Economy Delivery 
 

8. The session may cover any area within the responsibilities and expertise of Zero 
Waste Scotland but is likely to include discussion of: 

• The establishment of Zero Waste Scotland as a public body e.g. the 
framework agreement, associated governance, budget, and priorities in its 
Corporate Plan; 

• Key forthcoming deliverables under the Circular Economy and Waste 
Routemap, including the role of Zero Waste Scotland in relation to:  

o The forthcoming Climate Change Plan (key opportunities in 
relation to waste and the circular economy across sectors);  

o Progress with the Circular Economy Strategy and how it will align 
with the Climate Change Plan; 

o Preparedness for the forthcoming landfill ban; 
o The forthcoming waste processing infrastructure report; 

• Progress towards 2025 waste and recycling targets;   

• What work Zero Waste Scotland is doing in relation to Persistent Organic 
Pollutants (or other priority areas which interact with chemicals 
regulation);   

• How effectively circular economy policy is being progressed through post 
EU exit UK-wide structures (for example in the development of a Deposit 
Return Scheme);   

• Any significant updates related to developments in EU or other international 
law on waste and the circular economy. 
 

9. Zero Waste Scotland provided a written briefing in advance of the evidence 
session (see Annexe). 

Clerks to the Committee    
May 2025  



 Briefing for NZET Committee 

• 

• 

Contents 

NZET/S6/25/16/1 

Annexe A



 Briefing for NZET Committee 

Who We Are & Context 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

What we do 

• 

NZET/S6/25/16/1 



  
 
 

Briefing for NZET Committee 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Support we offer 
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Benefits of a circular economy 
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https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/resources/examples-circular-economy-scotland
https://www.argentenergy.com/
https://www.cclnorth.com/
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https://ogilvyspirits.com/
https://www.vegware.com/uk-en/
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https://cdn.zerowastescotland.org.uk/managed-downloads/mf-gibydx-r-1727701198d
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Zero Waste Scotland Staff Attending Committee Meeting 

Iain Gulland, CEO 
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Ciaran McGuigan, Director of Finance & Corporate Services 

Jane Beasley, Director of Circular Economy Delivery 
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https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
mailto:Andrew.lindsay@zerowastescotland.org.uk
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