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Summary

The Electoral Commission ('the Commission') is the independent body that oversees
elections and regulates political finance in the UK.

The Electoral Commission has specific devolved Scottish functions. The Scottish Elections
(Reform) Act 2020 introduced separate funding and oversight arrangements for the
Commission's exercise of its devolved Scottish functions. The Scottish Parliamentary
Corporate Body provides funding to the Commission and has oversight responsibilities in
relation to its accounts, financial estimates and strategic plans.

The Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Act 2025 amended these
arrangements by requiring the Commission to prepare separate five-year plans for how it
will carry out its devolved Scottish functions and align the timetable for the production of
these plans with Scottish Parliament election cycles.


https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/part/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/part/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2025/4/contents
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The Electoral Commission and the
Scottish Parliament

The Electoral Commission ('the Commission') is the body that oversees elections and
regulates political finance in the UK. The Commission was established under the Political

Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000. 1

The Commission is independent of the UK Government and other devolved governments.
It is accountable to the legislatures of the UK (in relation to different functions) and is
funded by them.

The Commission is led by 10 commissioners. The Commissioners set and oversee the
Commission's strategic direction and regulatory priorities. They are also responsible for
ensuring effective governance and use of public funds. By convention, one of the
Commissioners has specific responsibility for Scotland (with other Commissioners
responsible for Northern Ireland and Wales respectively). Section 3A of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 provides that four Commissioners are
nominated by political parties represented in the House of Commons, and three of those

Commissioners are nominated by the three largest parties in the House. The

Commission's website provides information on the current commissioners. 2

The Commission is a UK-wide body, which undertakes a range of functions in relation to
different elections, referendums and political finance.

This briefing uses the term ‘devolved Scottish functions’, which has different
definitions for different purposes.

In connection with the five-year plan that now must be provided to the Scottish
Parliament, the Commission's 'devolved Scottish functions' are defined as any
functions under:

» Part 1 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 in relation to
Scottish Parliament general elections and by-elections, and local government

elections 1

» the Referendums (Scotland) Act 2020 in relation to any referendum held
throughout Scotland. 9

For funding purposes, however, the definition differs. Paragraph 14A of Schedule 1 to
the 2000 Act provides for reimbursement by the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate
Body for the exercise of ‘devolved Scottish functions’ by the Commission but excludes
functions under the 2020 Act as equivalent reimbursement arrangements for those
functions are set out in section 31 of the 2020 Act.

In this briefing 'Scottish elections' is used to refer to elections to the Scottish
Parliament and to local government in Scotland.

The Commission is accountable to the UK Parliament (through the Speaker's Committee),


https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/contents
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-plans-priorities-and-spending/our-spending
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-plans-priorities-and-spending/our-spending
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-commissioners-and-teams/our-commissioners
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/section/3A
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/section/3A
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-commissioners-and-teams/our-commissioners
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/part/I
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/2/contents
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/144/speakers-committee-on-the-electoral-commission

Explainer: The Electoral Commission and the Scottish Parliament, SB 26-57

the Scottish Parliament (in relation to its devolved Scottish functions), and the Senedd
Cymru (in relation to its devolved Welsh functions through the Llywydd's Committee).

This briefing provides an overview of the Commission's functions (including UK-wide and
devolved Scottish functions). It then focusses on the Commission's funding and oversight
arrangements with the Scottish Parliament. A briefing on the Commission by the House of
Commons Library provides information on the Commission's arrangements with the UK

Parliament. 4

What does the Commission do?

The Electoral Commission has a range of responsibilities relating to elections,
referendums and its role as a regulator for political finance.

“ The Electoral Commission is the independent body which oversees elections and
regulates political finance in the UK. We work to promote public confidence in the
democratic process and ensure its integrity.”

The Electoral Commission , n.d.®

In relation to elections, the Commission works to ensure that elections are well run and

that voters, candidates, political parties and campaigners have the information they need.
6

The Commission's role is not to run polling stations, count votes, or announce results. In
Scotland, this is done by the Returning Officer. However, the Commission gives guidance
and support to Returning Officers and evaluates their performance. 6 Further support is
provided by the Electoral Management Board for Scotland, which has the “general function

of co-ordinating the administration of local government and Scottish Parliament elections”,
involving two specific roles:

“ (a) assisting local authorities and other persons in carrying out their functions in
relation to local government elections; and (b) promoting best practice in local
government elections by providing information, advice or training (or otherwise).”

Local Electoral Administration (Scotland) Act 2011, n.d.” Electoral Management Board for Scotland, n.d.8

The Commission also publishes information on donations and spending by political parties
and campaigners.

After elections, the Commission publishes reports and electoral data on issues such as
turnout, electoral registration, postal voting and rejected ballot papers. 6

In relation to referendums, the Commission's role depends on the legislation providing for
the referendum. This can involve running national referendums (if held under the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000). The Commission's work in referendums
otherwise involves assessing proposed referendum questions, designing ballot papers,
providing information to voters, regulating funding, observing polling stations, and

publishing reports on how the referendum was conducted. 9

The Referendums (Scotland) Act 2020 sets out further functions in relation to referendums
held throughout Scotland (within the competence of the Scottish Parliament), including in

i Electoral Registration Officers have specific responsibilities for compiling and maintaining the register of electors.


https://senedd.wales/committees/llywydd-s-committee/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10177/
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/what-we-do-elections
https://www.emb.scot/
https://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/?currentPage=0&rows=10&sort=AcceptedDate&order=desc&tab=1&et=pp&et=ppm&et=tp&et=perpar&et=rd&isIrishSourceYes=true&isIrishSourceNo=true&prePoll=false&postPoll=true&register=gb&register=ni&register=none&optCols=RegisterName&optCols=CampaigningName&optCols=AccountingUnitsAsCentralParty&optCols=IsSponsorship&optCols=IsIrishSource&optCols=RegulatedDoneeType&optCols=CompanyRegistrationNumber&optCols=Postcode&optCols=NatureOfDonation&optCols=PurposeOfVisit&optCols=DonationAction&optCols=ReportedDate&optCols=IsReportedPrePoll&optCols=ReportingPeriodName&optCols=IsBequest&optCols=IsAggregation
https://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/?currentPage=0&rows=10&sort=AcceptedDate&order=desc&tab=1&et=pp&et=ppm&et=tp&et=perpar&et=rd&isIrishSourceYes=true&isIrishSourceNo=true&prePoll=false&postPoll=true&register=gb&register=ni&register=none&optCols=RegisterName&optCols=CampaigningName&optCols=AccountingUnitsAsCentralParty&optCols=IsSponsorship&optCols=IsIrishSource&optCols=RegulatedDoneeType&optCols=CompanyRegistrationNumber&optCols=Postcode&optCols=NatureOfDonation&optCols=PurposeOfVisit&optCols=DonationAction&optCols=ReportedDate&optCols=IsReportedPrePoll&optCols=ReportingPeriodName&optCols=IsBequest&optCols=IsAggregation
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/what-we-do-referendums
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/part/VII
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/part/VII
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/2/contents
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/running-electoral-registration-scotland/your-role-and-responsibilities-electoral-registration-officer-0
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relation to campaign rules (Schedule 3 and Schedule 4 regarding investigatory powers).
The Commission is also required to report on the conduct of referendums (Section 29).

See a SPICe briefing on the Bill as introduced for further details. 3

In relation to its role as a regulator, the Commission maintains registers of political parties
and non-party campaigners, publishes political finance data, provides guidance on
campaign finance rules, and takes action if it has reason to suspect the political finance

law has been broken. 10

The Commission also has the power to make Regulations under a number of pieces of
primary legislation, including the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000

and the Representation of the People Act 1983. 112

The areas of work set out in this section are carried out by the Commission in broadly
similar ways across its devolved Scottish functions and its other functions. The main
differences are in the funding and accountability structures, which are set out below.

Accountability and scrutiny

The Commission is an independent body and is accountable to the different national
legislatures for the policy areas for which they have responsibility. It is required to produce
a five-year plan in relation to most of its functions, which is submitted to the UK Parliament
through the Speaker’s Committee on the Electoral Commission. This plan must not contain
key information relating to the ‘devolved Scottish functions’ which is instead contained in
the separate five-year plan that is submitted to the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body
(SPCB). The Speaker's Committee is responsible for reviewing the Commission's annual
financial estimate and five-year plan, examining the performance of the Commission, and

overseeing the selection of commissioners. 13

The Scottish Elections (Reform) Act 2020 introduced separate accountability

arrangements for the Commission's exercise of its devolved Scottish functions.
required the Commission to:

14 It

» submit a report on its functions to the SPCB every five years, setting out the
Commission’s aims and objectives over five years and estimated requirements for
resources during that period (section 17)

» prepare and submit to the SPCB and lay before the Parliament a copy of its accounts
as soon as is reasonably practicable once the Comptroller and Auditor General has
certified them after the end of each financial year (section 18).

The five-year report used to be the same report as the Commission is required to submit to
the Speaker's Committee on the Electoral Commission under the Political Parties,

Elections and Referendums Act 2000. ! This plan is produced in the first financial year
following a UK general election. The SPCB considered the Commission's Corporate Plan

2022/23 — 2026/27 in November 2021. 1°

The Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Act 2025 made changes to these

arrangements.“ Section 66 requires the Commission to prepare a separate plan for
Scottish elections and for the timing of these plans to correlate with Scottish Parliament

6


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/2/schedule/3
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/2/schedule/4
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/2/section/29
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2019/6/19/Referendums--Scotland--Bill
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/our-role-a-regulator
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/our-power-make-regulations
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1983/2/contents
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/144/speakers-committee-on-the-electoral-commission/role/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/part/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/section/17
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/section/18
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/144/speakers-committee-on-the-electoral-commission
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/contents
https://www.businessintheparliament.scot/-/media/files/spcb/spcb-papers/spcb-papers-2021/18112021/spcb-2021-paper-067.pdf
https://www.businessintheparliament.scot/-/media/files/spcb/spcb-papers/spcb-papers-2021/18112021/spcb-2021-paper-067.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2025/4/introduction
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2025/4/section/66
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general election cycles. The SPCB must examine this plan and consider whether "it is
satisfied that the plan is consistent with the economical, efficient and effective discharge by
the Commission of their devolved Scottish functions". If not, it may recommend
modifications to the plan, which the Commission must either make or, if it does not follow
them, lay a document before the Scottish Parliament setting out its reasons. In its
consideration of the five-year plan, the SPCB may invite comments from a Scottish

Parliament Committee or "such other persons as the SPCB consider appropriate.” 16

In addition to the statutory oversight role of the SPCB, scrutiny of the Commission's work
in Scotland is generally undertaken by the Standards, Procedures and Public
Appointments Committee. The Committee has examined the Commission's role and
responsibilities as part of its scrutiny of electoral legislation and may take evidence from
the Commission on matters relating to elections and electoral reform. For example, as part
of its scrutiny of the then Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Bill, the Session
6 Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee received written evidence
and oral evidence from the Commission on 28 March 2024.

On the proposed changes relating to parliamentary scrutiny of the Electoral Commission’s
activities in relation to Scottish elections, the Electoral Commission stated in its written
response:

“We support the proposals in this Bill which would make the Electoral Commission
fully accountable to the Parliament which has legislative responsibility for the work set
out in the five-year plan. We note that the arrangements in the Bill differ to those in
place for the Speaker’s Committee in the UK Parliament and the Llywydd's Committee
in the Senedd. The Bill states that the Scottish Parliament Corporate Body (SPCB)
may propose changes to the plan. However, it is for the Electoral Commission to
consider whether to incorporate these recommendations and to lay the final plan in
Parliament (including outlining the reasons for any deviations from the SPCB’s
recommendations). In both the UK and Welsh parliaments, the respective committees
to which the Commission accounts are responsible for making any modifications to
the five-year plan before laying it themselves. We are content with the arrangements
proposed in the Bill, however, we would welcome the Committee’s views on them.”

The Electoral Commission, 20257

In its Stage 1 Report on the Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Bill published
in June 2024, the Committee stated:

“ The Committee is content with the provisions in the Bill in relation to the scrutiny of
the five-year plan for the Electoral Commission's devolved functions in Scotland,
including that it would be for the Electoral Commission rather than the SPCB to have
the final view on what should be included in the plan”

Session 6 Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee, 20248

ii Part 10 of the Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Act 2025 also made a number of changes to the
Commission's devolved Scottish functions, including additional duties relating to voter education and reporting on spoiled
ballot papers.


https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/scottish-elections-representation-and-reform-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6/session-6-standards-procedures-and-public-appointments-committee
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-views/our-responses-consultations/scottish-elections-representation-and-reform-bill-response
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6/session-6-standards-procedures-and-public-appointments-committee/meetings/2024/standards-procedures-and-public-appointments-committee-28-march-2024
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-views/our-responses-consultations/scottish-elections-representation-and-reform-bill-response
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-views/our-responses-consultations/scottish-elections-representation-and-reform-bill-response
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/SPPAC/2024/6/18/cd992e36-6dce-411e-bb9c-21ebd4880798-1#Introduction
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2025/4/introduction
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Funding arrangements

The Scottish Elections (Reform) Act 2020 changed the funding arrangements for the
Electoral Commission’s work in relation to its devolved Scottish functions. 4

Section 15 of the Scottish Elections (Reform) Act 2020 provides that the Scottish
Parliamentary Corporate Body (SPCB) must reimburse the Commission for expenditure

attributable to carrying out its devolved Scottish functions. 14

Under section 15(3) of the 2020 Act, the SPCB is not required to reimburse any
expenditure not covered by an estimate or revised estimate that it has approved, however,

the section provides that the SPCB may reimburse that expenditure. 14

The Commission is required to prepare an estimate of its income and expenditure in
relation to its Scottish functions before the start of each financial year. The Commission
sends this estimate to the SPCB for approval. In the course of a financial year, the

Commission may send further revised estimates for approval. 14
In preparing estimates, the Commission:

“must ensure that the estimated level of income and expenditure is consistent with
the economical, efficient and effective exercise by the Commission of their devolved
Scottish functions.”

Scottish Elections (Reform) Act 2020, nd. "


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/part/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/section/15
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/section/15
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/section/15
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Electoral Commission reports on Scottish
Parliament elections

Under the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000, the Commission has a
statutory duty to collect data and publish reports about elections that take place across the

UK, including Scottish elections. " These reports consider the experience of people voting
and campaigning at elections, and of people delivering the elections. 19

In preparation for these reports, the Commission carries out a public opinion survey to find
out voters’ views about elections and asks for candidates and campaigners for feedback.
Councils, which are responsible for running elections, have to provide data to the
Commission about electoral registration, postal voting and turnout. They are also asked to

fill in a survey and polling station staff are asked for feedback. 19

The Commission's Report on the Scottish Parliament election on 6 May 2021 was
published on 9 September 2021. The Commission aims to publish reports on elections
within six months of polling day. The Commission's report on the 2026 Scottish Parliament

election is therefore expected to be published by November 2026. 20


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/section/5
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums/reporting-elections
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums/report-scottish-parliament-election-6-may-2021
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums/reporting-elections
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums/reporting-elections
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Where can | find out more?

10

The Electoral Commission's website contains information about its role, guidance and
publications, including annual reports and five-year plans. 5

The Scottish Elections (Reform) Act 2020 and the Scottish Elections (Representation
and Reform) Act 2025 set out the current accountability, reporting and funding

arrangements for the Commission's devolved Scottish functions. 1614

A SPICe briefing on Electoral reform in Scotland and the Scottish Elections
(Representation and Reform) Bill provides an overview of recent electoral reform in
Scotland, the Scottish Government's most recent consultation and the Scottish

Elections (Representation and Reform) Bill as introduced. 21

A briefing by the House of Commons Library, The Electoral Commission, provides
further background on the role of the Electoral Commission across the whole of the

UK. 4


https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-plans-priorities-and-spending
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/part/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2025/4/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2025/4/contents
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2024/2/28/d7768d94-ce4f-40c0-9c51-0676169b89f0-2
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2024/2/28/d7768d94-ce4f-40c0-9c51-0676169b89f0-2
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2024/2/28/d7768d94-ce4f-40c0-9c51-0676169b89f0-2
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10177/

Explainer: The Electoral Commission and the Scottish Parliament, SB 26-57

Bibliography

1

10

11

12

13

14

Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000. (n.d.) Retrieved from
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/contents [accessed 15 July 2026]

The Electoral Commission. (2026, July 15). Our Commissioners and teams. Retrieved from
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-commissioners-and-teams [accessed
15 July 2026]

Referendums (Scotland) Act 2020. (n.d.) Retrieved from https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/
2020/2/contents [accessed 15 July 2026]

House of Commons Library. (2025, January 22). The Electoral Commission. Retrieved from
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10177/ [accessed 15 July
2026]

The Electoral Commission . (n.d.) Our role and responsibilities. Retrieved from
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities [accessed 9
July 2026]

The Electoral Commission. (2019, September 15). What we do in elections. Retrieved from
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/what-we-do-
elections [accessed 15 July 2026]

Local Electoral Administration (Scotland) Act 2011. (n.d.) Retrieved from
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/10/contents [accessed 15 July 2026]

Electoral Management Board for Scotland. (n.d.) About us. Retrieved from
https://www.emb.scot/us/us-1/4 [accessed 15 July 2026]

The Electoral Commission. (2026, July 15). What we do in referendums. Retrieved from
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/what-we-do-
referendums [accessed 15 July 2026]

The Electoral Commission. (2025, November 11). Our role as a regulator. Retrieved from
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/our-role-a-
regulator [accessed 15 July 2026]

The Electoral Commission. (2023, April 21). Our power to make Regulations. Retrieved
from https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/our-
power-make-regulations [accessed 15 July 2026]

Representation of the People Act 1983. (n.d.) Retrieved from https://www.legislation.gov.uk/
ukpga/1983/2/contents [accessed 15 July 2026]

Role of the Committee. (n.d.) Retrieved from https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/
144/speakers-committee-on-the-electoral-commission/role/ [accessed 15 July 2026]

Scottish Elections (Reform) Act 2020. (n.d.) Retrieved from https://www.legislation.gov.uk/
asp/2020/12/part/1 [accessed 15 July 2026]

11


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/41/contents
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-commissioners-and-teams
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/2/contents
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10177/
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/what-we-do-elections
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/what-we-do-elections
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/10/contents
https://www.emb.scot/us/us-1/4
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/what-we-do-referendums
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/what-we-do-referendums
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/our-role-a-regulator
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/our-role-a-regulator
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/our-power-make-regulations
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/our-role-and-responsibilities/our-power-make-regulations
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1983/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1983/2/contents
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/144/speakers-committee-on-the-electoral-commission/role/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/144/speakers-committee-on-the-electoral-commission/role/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/part/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2020/12/part/1

Explainer: The Electoral Commission and the Scottish Parliament, SB 26-57

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

12

The Scottish Parliament. (2021, November). Officeholders — Electoral Commission’s
Corporate Plan. Retrieved from https://www.businessintheparliament.scot/-/media/files/
spcb/spcb-papers/spcb-papers-2021/18112021/spcb-2021-paper-067.pdf [accessed 15
July 2026]

Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Act 2025. (n.d.) Retrieved from
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2025/4/introduction [accessed 15 July 2026]

The Electoral Commission. (2025, August 5). Scottish Elections (Representation and
Reform) Bill response. Retrieved from https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-
views/our-responses-consultations/scottish-elections-representation-and-reform-bill-
response [accessed 15 July 2026]

Session 6 Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee. (2024, June 18).
Stage 1 Report on the Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Bill. Retrieved from
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/SPPAC/2024/6/18/
cd992e36-6dce-411e-bb9c-21ebd4880798-1#Introduction [accessed 15 July 2026]

The Electoral Commission. (n.d.) Our reports and data on past elections and referendums.
Retrieved from https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-
reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums [accessed 15 July 2026]

The Electoral Commission. (2023, April 28). Reporting on elections. Retrieved from
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-
past-elections-and-referendums/reporting-elections [accessed 15 July 2026]

Scottish Parliament Information Centre. (2024, February 28). Electoral reform in Scotland
and the Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Bill. Retrieved from
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2024/2/28/
d7768d94-ce4f-40c0-9c51-0676169b89f0-2# [accessed 15 July 2026]


https://www.businessintheparliament.scot/-/media/files/spcb/spcb-papers/spcb-papers-2021/18112021/spcb-2021-paper-067.pdf
https://www.businessintheparliament.scot/-/media/files/spcb/spcb-papers/spcb-papers-2021/18112021/spcb-2021-paper-067.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2025/4/introduction
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-views/our-responses-consultations/scottish-elections-representation-and-reform-bill-response
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-views/our-responses-consultations/scottish-elections-representation-and-reform-bill-response
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-views/our-responses-consultations/scottish-elections-representation-and-reform-bill-response
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/SPPAC/2024/6/18/cd992e36-6dce-411e-bb9c-21ebd4880798-1#Introduction
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/SPPAC/2024/6/18/cd992e36-6dce-411e-bb9c-21ebd4880798-1#Introduction
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums/reporting-elections
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums/reporting-elections
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2024/2/28/d7768d94-ce4f-40c0-9c51-0676169b89f0-2
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2024/2/28/d7768d94-ce4f-40c0-9c51-0676169b89f0-2

S PI C The Information Centre
e An t-lonad Fiosrachaidh

Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) Briefings are compiled for the benefit of the
Members of the Parliament and their personal staff. Authors are available to discuss the contents
of these papers with MSPs and their staff who should contact Annie Bosse on telephone number
85352 or Annie.Bosse@Parliament.scot.

Members of the public or external organisations may comment on this briefing by emailing us at
SPICe@parliament.scot. However, researchers are unable to enter into personal discussion in
relation to SPICe Briefing Papers. If you have any general questions about the work of the
Parliament you can email the Parliament’s Public Information Service at info@parliamemt.scot
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in SPICe briefings is correct at the
time of publication. Readers should be aware however that briefings are not necessarily updated or
otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes.
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