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This briefing provides an overview
of the typical features of
mechanisms for recalling elected
representatives. The briefing also
summarises proposed and
operational recall mechanisms in
the United Kingdom, and examples
of recall mechanisms in other

countries. 1
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Summary
Recall mechanisms allow an electorate to remove their elected representative(s) before

their term in office ends. 1 The rights of an electorate to recall an elected representative

are typically established by constitutional provisions or by statute. 1 The conditions that
can trigger recall mechanisms, the elected representatives that can be recalled, and the
support required to successfully recall an elected representative vary across countries and

jurisdictions that permit recall. 2 This is to ensure that the recall mechanism is compatible

with the electoral system used to elect representatives. 2 As such, recall mechanisms are
less common in places where the electoral system is party-based (e.g., mixed-proportional

system) rather than candidate-based (e.g., first-past-the-post system). 2

Only Members of Parliament (MPs; UK Parliament House of Commons) can be recalled in
the United Kingdom. Recall procedures for Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs)
and Members of the Senedd (MS) have been discussed in the Scottish Parliament and
Senedd Cymru, respectively. However, as of now, no such system has been established
for recalling representatives from either legislature. There is no recall mechanism at the
Northern Ireland Assembly.

Various countries have implemented recall mechanisms at different governance levels to
dismiss elected representatives before their terms expire. This briefing provides an
overview of the recall procedures in the United States, Latvia, Canada, Venezuela,
Germany, Japan, and Mexico.
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Proposal to introduce a recall mechanism
for Members of the Scottish Parliament
On 19 January 2022, Graham Simpson MSP proposed a draft Bill setting out conditions
that could trigger the removal of an MSP from the Parliament and a recall mechanism to
allow constituents to directly recall a representative. Graham Simpson MSP has since
secured the right to introduce a Members Bill on Removal from Office and Recall of

Members of the Scottish Parliament. 3

The proposal document lodged by Graham Simpson MSP proposed that constituency
MSPs could be recalled and subsequently replaced by holding a by-election. The proposal
notes that replacing regional MSPs subject to recall may be a "more complex

consideration". 3 This is because elections to the Scottish Parliament are carried out using

the Additional Member System (AMS). 4 This voting system combines first-past-the-post
and proportional representation. A first vote is used to elect a named candidate for a single

member constituency (like UK Parliament elections). 4 A second vote is used to elect an

additional member. 4 This vote is cast for a political party or an independent candidate on
a regional ballot. Each political party standing in the regional ballot will have submitted a

list of candidates in order of the party’s preference (this is known as “closed list”). 4 When
a vacancy of a Scottish Parliament seat occurs, the Scotland Act 1998 provides that
constituency MSPs (section 9) are replaced by holding a by-election and regional MSPs

(section 10) are replaced by selecting the next member on the party list. 5 Graham
Simpson MSP, in reference to the question of how recalled regional MSPs could be
replaced, stated in the proposal document:

A consultation on the proposed Bill was held between 19 January 2022 and 13 April 2022.
6 There were 125 respondents providing views on the introduction of a mechanism for

recalling MSPs. 6 84% of respondents were supportive of such a mechanism. The
summary of the consultation responses highlights several general reasons given in
support of a recall system:

The Electoral Management Board for Scotland (EMB), the statutory body with
responsibility for overseeing devolved elections in Scotland, was the only organisation to

respond to the consultation. 6 The EMB expressed concerns about designing a recall
system for regional MSPs and maintaining proportional representation in the Parliament.

“ [...] while it is possible to envisage how a recall petition could be run across a region,
it is challenging to establish how the member, and other candidates seeking election
to their seat could compete in any form of by-election.”

Scottish Parliament, 20223

“ MSPs are there to represent their constituents; should those constituents be
dissatisfied with their representation they should have the right to demand a change of
representative (SS ID: 183011196). This is simple accountability to the electorate to
ensure their MSP is working to the rules and is working for their community as a
priority (SS ID: 183003001).”

Scottish Parliament, 20226
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The EMB states:i

Professor Alistair Clark, of Newcastle University , provided a response to the consultation
and highlighted some of the design considerations for ensuring compatibility with the

Additional Member System used to return MSPs to the Scottish Parliament. 6 Professor
Clark's response states:

Graham Simpson MSP lodged a final proposal in Parliament on 27 September 2022 and

secured the right to introduce a Bill. 3 On 2 May 2024, during Stage 1 scrutiny of the
Scottish Elections (Representation and Reform) Bill at the Standards, Procedures and
Public Appointments Committee, the then Minister for Parliamentary Business George
Adam MSP indicated his view that the issue of recall should be considered by the

Parliament. 7 George Adam MSP stated:

“ The potential introduction of recall system for MSPs is again a policy decision for the
Scottish Parliament, outwith the remit of the EMB. However the EMB must highlight
the practical challenges that it would involve especially if applied to MSPs elected
through the Regional lists. For those elected in constituencies, there is a model from
the 2015 Act that has been applied three times. There are practical challenges -
appropriate, accessible and well located signing places, arrangements for postal or
proxy signing, access to a current register etc and costs would arise for all of these
that would need to be resourced. However the mechanism for running a petition and a
consequent by-election is clear and has a model in the 2015 Act. For Regional
members however vacancies are not filled by by-election and the approach to recall is
far from clear. A successful recall petition might create a vacancy but the
consequence would not be a by-election. Proportionality from the original poll would
need to be preserved. Assuming the recalled member still had the endorsement of
their party then they would remain in the seat. If the party removed their endorsement
then the seat would go to their next candidate on their list. These are theoretical
challenges to the policy, possibly beyond the EMB remit for comment, but they reflect
clear practical problems that would confront Returning Officers.”

Scottish Parliament, 20226

“ The question of recall should be completely separate from the question of who is
chosen to succeed the recalled MSP. On the question of thresholds for recall petitions,
10% of the area the MSP is elected for seems reasonable enough, whether that is a
constituency or a regional list. I would not adopt a tiered approach to this where
different levels are required in different types of electoral area. In practice however
this probably means there is more chance of recall with a constituency MSP than a list
MSP. I am sanguine about the fact that the recall of a regional list MSP would not
necessarily lead to a by-election. This is how the casual vacancy system for the lists
works, and I see no reason why it shouldn't continue to work that way if an MSP is
recalled. The voters will have a new MSP, who, given what happened to their
predecessor, is likely to take their role seriously, which seems to me to be the whole
point of the exercise.”

Scottish Parliament, 20226

i The 2015 Act referred to in the quotation is the Recall of MPs Act 2015. This Act allows Members of the House of the
Commons to be recalled and is summarised later in this briefing in a section titled Recall of Members of Parliament
(House of Commons, UK Parliament).
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“ [...] I put on the record that I think it is for the Parliament to make that decision,
probably using your bill as a vehicle. It is important that we have that discussion, and,
in my view, it is probably better coming from a member as opposed to the
Government.”

Scottish Parliament, 20247
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Recall mechanisms in the United
Kingdom
This section of this briefing summarises the procedure for recalling MPs from the House of
Commons at the UK Parliament and the recent inquiry at the Senedd Cymru on individual
member accountability.

Recall of Members of Parliament (House of
Commons, UK Parliament)

The Recall of MPs Act 2015 provides for the recall of individual MPs in the UK Parliament

House of Commons. 8 The Act received Royal Assent on 26 March 2015. 9

The Recall of MPs Act allows for a recall petition to be opened against a sitting MP if any

of three conditions are met. 10 The conditions are:

• The MP has, after becoming an MP, been convicted in the United Kingdom of an
offence and sentenced or ordered to be imprisoned or detained, and any appeal

period has passed without the conviction being overturned.ii iii

• Following on from a report from the Committee on Standards in relation to an MP, the
House of Commons orders the suspension of the MP from the service of the House
for a specified period (at least 10 sitting days, or at least 14 days if sitting days are not
specified).

• The MP has, after becoming an MP, been convicted of an offence under section 10 of
the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 (if they provide information which they know to

be false or misleading in a material respect in support of a claim for allowances).iv

If a condition is met, the Speaker of the House of Commons will notify the returning officer
for the constituency of the MP who faces recall. The relevant returning officer will then
become the petition officer for the case.

The petition officer is required to send a notice to all eligible voters telling them that a
petition is to be opened in their constituency along with opening and closing dates for the
petition. Constituents can sign recall petitions in signing stations, through postal services,
or by proxy. These logistical matters are overseen by the designated petition officer.

Constituents of the MP facing recall are eligible to sign the recall petition if they are

registered and eligible to vote in UK Parliament elections. 10 This means an individual is
eligible to sign the recall petition if, in addition to being registered to vote, they are:

• 18 years old and above

ii Detention under mental health legislation is exempt from the recall provisions.

iii If a sitting MP were to be convicted of an offence for which they receive a custodial sentence of more than a year and is
detained, they would automatically lose their seat. An MP being remanded in custody similarly does not trigger recall.

iv This sentence does not have to be custodial.
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• A resident in the constituency

• UK, Irish or qualifying Commonwealth citizen

• Not subject to any legal incapacity to vote.

The Recall of MPs Act 2015 provides that:

If the petition does not receive signatures from at least 10% of the number of eligible

registered voters, then the recall fails and the MP retains their seat. 10 If the petition
receives signatures from at least 10% of eligible registered voters, then the MP has been

successfully recalled and the constituency seat becomes vacant. 8 A by-election to replace

the MP is then held. 10 UK Parliament by-elections fill vacancies using the same electoral
system as general elections, which is the first-past-the-post method. The MP being
recalled is able to stand at the by-election.

At by-elections following a successful recall petition, anyone spending over £500 on their
campaign must register with the Electoral Commission. The spending limit is £10,000. The
UK Government provided an estimate of the cost of a recall petition as between £37,700
and £100,500 with a best estimate of £64,300 when it introduced the draft Recall of MPs

Bill. 11

“ a recall petition is successful if the number of persons who validly sign the petition is
at least 10% of the number of eligible registered electors. “The number of eligible
registered electors” is the number of persons registered in the register of
parliamentary electors for the constituency on the last day of the signing period
excluding those who, according to their entry in the register, are aged under 18 on that
day.”

legislation.gov.uk, 20158
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Examples of recall petitions against sitting MPs

Ian Paisley – North Antrim

The first recall petition was opened on 8 August 2018 after the House of Commons

voted in favour of suspending Ian Paisley for 30 days of Parliament business. 10 This
was due to a failure to declare visiting costs to Sri Lanka paid for by the Sri Lankan

government. 12 The subsequent recall petition did not garner the percentage of

registered voters within the electorate of North Antrim and therefore failed. 10 A
freedom of information request indicated the cost of the petition process to the

Electoral Office of Northern Ireland was £166,000. 10

Margaret Ferrier – Rutherglen and Hamilton West

After Margaret Ferrier self-referred to the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards
in October 2020 for a breach of Covid-19 regulations, the House of Commons
Standards Committee recommended a suspension from the House for 30 days in

March 2023. 10 This was approved by the House of Commons on 6 June 2023. A

recall petition was then opened in the Rutherglen and Hamilton West constituency. 10

The petition received signatures from 14.7% of eligible registered voters. 10 This
triggered a by-election. Margaret Ferrier decided not to stand to retain her seat, and

the seat was subsequently won by Michael Shanks for the Labour Party. 13

Scott Benton - Blackpool South

On 14 December 2023, Scott Benton self-referred to the Parliamentary Commissioner
for Standards following a newspaper investigation that published a recorded
conversation in which Mr Benton was heard proposing to lobby on behalf of gambling

companies. 10 14 15 The House of Commons Standards Committee recommended a
suspension of 35 days and the House approved a motion suspending the MP on 27

February 2024. 10 A recall petition was subsequently opened on 12 March 2024. 10

Scott Benton resigned from the seat on 25 March 2024 and the recall petition was

terminated. 10 A by-election to fill the vacancy took place on 2 May 2024 and Labour

Party candidate Chris Webb won the seat. 10

Consideration of recall during the Senedd Cymru
(Members and Elections) Bill

As noted previously, MPs in the House of Commons (UK Parliament) are the only elected
representatives in the UK that can be recalled by their constituents. The Senedd Cymru,
however, considered recall during its scrutiny of the Senedd Cymru (Members and
Elections) Bill. The final Bill, which did not include any provisions for recall, was passed on

8 May 2024 and received Royal Assent on 24 June 2024. 16

The Bill, among other things, provides for the change of the Senedd’s electoral system so

that all Members are elected using a closed list proportional representation system. 17 The
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current Senedd returned its members (Members of the Senedd, MS) under the same
Additional Member System used to elect MSPs to the Scottish Parliament. At present,

there are 40 single-member constituencies and five four-member regions. 18 The electoral
system provided for by the Bill changes this to 16 eight-member constituencies. Political
parties contesting the constituency submit a list of 8 candidates and voters cast a vote for

a political party (or independent candidate). 17 Votes are then translated to seats in the

constituency using the D'Hondt formula. 19 If a vacancy in a constituency seat was to
occur between general elections, then the seat would be filled from the next eligible

candidate on the party list. 17 The seat would remain vacant until the next general election

if the seat was held by an independent candidate or the party list is exhausted. 17

While a mechanism to recall MSs was not part of the Bill, the Reform Bill Committee
recommended during its Stage 1 scrutiny that the Standards of Conduct Committee
undertake work on recall mechanisms and other means of strengthening individual

member accountability. 20 Recall was also considered during Stage 2 proceedings when

Darren Millar MS lodged amendments providing for recall of MSs. 21 The system proposed
by Darren Millar MS echoed the UK Recall of MPs Act 2015 with a recall petition for a
Member of the Senedd being issued to constituents upon an MS's conviction and
sentencing, or imprisonment, or if they are suspended from Senedd proceedings for 10 or
more sitting days by the Standards of Conduct Committee. If the petition garnered
signatures from over 10 percent of the constituency's electorate, a by-election would be
held with the replacement member returned to the Senedd by the "simple majority

system". 21 Darren Millar MS provided his reasoning for why a by-election should be held
to replace a list member subject to recall during Committee of the whole Senedd
proceedings on 5 March 2024:

The amendments were not agreed to by the Senedd. Members indicated that the
Standards of Conduct Committee should be able to hold its inquiry on individual member

accountability and the issues around introducing a recall mechanism for MSs. 22 Mick
Antoniw MS, Counsel General and Minister for the Constitution in the Welsh Government,
stated:

“ Now, why a by-election rather than filling the vacancy with a list candidate? Well, for
two reasons. Firstly, because of legal reasons in relation to human rights, an MS who
has been the subject of recall petition cannot be prevented from the opportunity to fill
a vacancy that is then created. So, they must have the ability to be able to stand in an
election following a successful petition to remove them from office. Because, of
course, only 10 per cent of that electorate will have been able to express an opinion
through the recall petition process. And the second reason not to simply fill a vacancy
created by a recall petition by the next candidate on the list is because, as we have
seen with the recall system for MPs, members of the public rarely want to be
represented by an MP of the same political party in a by-election following a recall.”

Senedd Cymru, 202422
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Chair of the Standards of Conduct Committee Vikki Howells MS confirmed during the Bill's
Stage 3 proceedings that the Committee had agreed to take forward an inquiry on recall
and individual member accountability, stating that the Committee will:

Senedd Cymru Standards of Conduct Committee inquiry on
Individual Member Accountability

The Senedd Cymru Standards of Conduct Committee began its inquiry on Individual

Member Accountability on 3 June 2024. 24 Part of the remit of the inquiry is to consider
options for recalling MSs elected under the electoral system provided for by the Senedd

Cymru (Members and Elections) Bill. 24

Professor Alistair Clark, Professor of Political Science at Newcastle University, provided
oral evidence to the Standards of Conduct Committee. Professor Alistair Clark shared
views on the grounds for recalling MSs, ensuring the recall mechanism is compatible with
the Senedd electoral system, and the replacement of independent candidates subject to

recall. 25 Professor Alistair Clark stated to the Committee on 17 June 2024:

“ Recommendation 50 of the Reform Bill Committee to develop options in conjunction
with the standards committee was the approach that's been adopted, and, of course,
concern was also raised about the need to consult and engage on this. So, that is the
approach I take—not to support the proposal now. I'm very sympathetic and I think
there is probably common agreement on the need to have a policy such as this, but to
insert it now at this short notice without the ground work being done and the
consideration being needed I think is a flaw. But I do very much support that, if we
have a standards committee that is already starting a process of looking into this, and
with a recommended conclusion date, then I think this is the approach where this
should be tackled.”

Senedd Cymru, 202422

“ take evidence from key witnesses who can help the committee to identify an
effective and proportionate recall machinery that works for Wales and our electoral
system.”

Senedd Cymru, 202423
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Referring to the possibility that an independent MS is subject to recall, Professor Alistair
Clark stated:

Professor Jonathan Tonge, Professor of Politics at the University of Liverpool, also
provided oral evidence to the Committee and indicated that an MS subject to recall should

be replaced by the next candidate on the party list. 26 Professor Jonathan Tonge provided
further options for the format of the recall process and replacing an MS through a by-
election. Professor Jonathan Tonge stated:

“ So, the first step of their recall process is that institutional check, if you like: prison
sentence, suspension for 10 or more days, or a violation of the expenses Act. That, I
think, removes the problem of things being raised that, to be honest, are just political
issues, for instance. It removes, to some degree, the politicisation of the standards
process, because I think there is a danger here of that potentially happening. [...]
There's the standards element to it and there's also an electoral system element to
this. And I think that's made more problematic by having proportional representation
closed list systems, because, traditionally, what would happen under those systems is
not a recall election, where you go back to the electorate and ask their opinions of the
list of candidates and get them to elect someone again; what would happen would be
that the next placed person for that party on the list becomes the Member. And I think
that's more standard practice under proportional representation systems. I think the
question very much for the Senedd is which way does it want to go in that regard. I
think it's quite plausible for the Senedd to go down the road of just having—if
someone's recalled, then having the next available member for that party to replace
them. That keeps the party balance as elected, but there's a new Member. I think
that's perfectly plausible and in line with international standards. If you wanted to have
a recall election, it is then going to get much, much more complicated, unfortunately,
because you couldn't under proportional representation under those circumstances,
unfortunately. So, you would need to think what form of electoral system you would
want to run that particularly specialised type of election. I think that that's—well,
obviously—another choice. To my mind, and off the top of my head, there are
probably a couple of options there: back to first-past-the-post, albeit in a much larger
constituency, because you would be talking about one of the larger proportional
constituencies to begin with, but potentially something like the alternative vote as well,
which is a preferential system, but where you end up with the candidates needing 50
per cent of the vote through transfers to be elected.”

Senedd Cymru, 202425

“ There's not much you can do in that regard. If they're elected as an independent,
then by definition they're on their own. The seat would probably need to be vacant. I'd
not expect that many independents to be elected to begin with, given how the
thresholds would work within the electoral system. But yes, the seat would then need
to be vacant.”

Senedd Cymru, 202425
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On 29 January 2025, the Committee published its inquiry report. The report included the

following recommendations 27 :

• The Committee recommends the Welsh Government bring forward legislation to
introduce a system of recall by 2026 in time for the Seventh Senedd.

• The Committee recommends that the system of recall introduced for the Senedd has
one stage which puts to the electorate a question based around the principle of retain
the Member or remove and replace them with the next candidate on their party list at
the last Senedd election.

• The Committee recommends, given the process set out by the Committee, that it is
referred to as a ‘remove and replace ballot’ rather than recall.

• The Committee recommends that legislation is drafted to give the Senedd the ability
to recall a Member as a standalone sanction.

• The Committee recommends that the legislation should require, in Standing Orders,
the responsible committee to produce guidelines on the application of recall, including
matters which may result in automatic recall (if not included on the face of the bill).
This guidance should be subject to a vote by the Senedd.

“ Yes, the next person on the list. That's the most straightforward way to do it. In terms
of the petition itself, there are different ways of doing the recall petition to trigger that
process of co-option. [...] You could just have the 10-per-cent-of-the-electorate
threshold to sign the petition and then that triggers automatic removal. There's a case
for having a higher threshold, because we're talking here about outright removal of the
miscreant, albeit replaced by someone from the same party, whereas, obviously, for
the Westminster system, that miscreant has the option potentially of fighting a by-
election, not that most do so far. [...] You could have a straightforward, if you like, mini-
referendum, on whether the person stays or goes. [...] Another option would be to

have by-elections. It's not impossible to have PR-STVv by-elections. Ireland's
managed it for more than 100 years. [...] 138 by-elections since 1923, when they were
introduced in Ireland under PR-STV. It's not a case that you simply get the original
party re-elected. You get almost half—in 67 of those cases, there's been a change of
party at the by-election. But there are obvious disadvantages to having STV elections
and, again, there's a risk that you punish the party rather than necessarily the
individual, which I don't think is the point of the exercise. And another alternative,
which I'm sure you won't go for, but I'll just raise it, you could—it would probably
confuse the electorate as well—have a first-past-the-post by-election. But mixing that
in a PR-STV system, I'm not advocating it; I'm just floating it very, very gently as a
possibility.”

Senedd Cymru, 202426

v Proportional representation single transferable vote.

Approaches to recall of elected representatives, SB 25-09

13

https://senedd.wales/media/qmbks1nv/cr-ld16929-e.pdf


International examples of recall
mechanisms

• United States of America

• Latvia

• British Columbia, Canada

• Venezuela

• Germany

• Japan

• Mexico

United States of America

The United States does not permit recall of elected representatives at the federal level.
However, there are provisions for recalls of state officers in 19 states and of local-level

elected representatives in 39 out of the 50 states. 28 The types of elected representatives
that can be recalled varies across states. For example, in Illinois only the Governor can
have a recall petition launched against them. However, in states such as Georgia,
Colorado, California and Arizona (and 6 other states) all elected officials in the executive,

legislative and judicial branches of government can be recalled. 28

In most states the recall process cannot start until the representative has served between

two and twelve months in office. 28 Some states also have rules preventing recalls in the

last 180 days of a representative's term. 28 The procedures for recalling representatives
differ across states but they generally begin with the certification of a petition calling for the

recall of the representative. 28 If the petition is signed by a certain number of voters then a

successor is appointed or elected. 28 Some states may hold a "recall election" where
voters indicate whether the incumbent representative should be recalled and then indicate

their preferred replacement candidate. 28

California

The State Constitution of California provides for the recall of state and local

representatives. 29 The constitutional provisions for recalling elected representatives in
California are supplemented by a procedural guide published by the Office of the

Secretary of State for California. 30 This document sets out the procedures for recalling
state and local representatives.

Recall of state level representatives

Chapter two of the Procedures for Recalling State and Local Officials outlines the

framework for carrying out recall efforts on state-level representatives. 30 Any state-level
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elected representative can be recalled in California. 29 A state-level representative
encompasses elected positions such as legislators in the California State Assembly and
the California State Senate, as well as executive offices like the Governor and the

Secretary of State. 30

The process starts with proponents of the recall of an elected representative creating a

Notice of Intention. 30 This notice provides the relevant electorate with the proponents'

reasoning on why the representative should be recalled. 30 It must be distributed in the
relevant electoral area and needs to gather a certain number of valid signatures before a

recall petition can be circulated. 30 The signature requirements for the Notice of Intention
are outlined in the Procedures for Recalling State and Local Officials as follows:

The Notice of Intention must be published in a “newspaper of general circulation” in the

area where the recall election may take place. 30 If there is no newspaper, it must be made

visible within three places open to public access in the area. 30 Within seven days of this

publication the official who is at risk of recall must reply to the Notice of Intention. 30

The recall petition is circulated in the representative's electoral area. 30 The recall petition

includes the Notice of Intention and the representative's reply to the Notice of Intention. 30

The State Constitution of California requires that a petition to recall a statewide officer
(such as the Governor) must be signed by electors equal in number to 12 percent of the
last vote for the office, with signatures from each of 5 counties equal in number to 1

percent of the last vote for the office in the county within 160 days. 29 A petition to recall a
State Senator or Member of the Assembly must be signed by electors equal to at least

20% of the last vote for the office. 29

The recall petition is then verified by election officials following the deadline to file the

petition. 30 A certificate of sufficiency is granted if the petition is found to be valid. The
Governor, upon certification from the Secretary of State, must announce the recall

election. 30 This election, to decide on the recall of an official and potentially elect a

successor, is set by the Governor to occur between 60 and 80 days after certification. 30

However, the recall election can be held up to 180 days post-certification to coincide with
the next regular election within the same jurisdiction, provided at least fifty percent of

eligible voters are shared between the two. 30

During the recall election, voters decide whether to remove the officer from office. Voters

may also indicate a preferred successor. 30 The recall is successful if more than 50% of

the votes indicate the representative should be removed from office. 30

2003 gubernatorial recall election

Governor Gary Davis was replaced by Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2003 after a successful

recall petition led to a recall election in California. 31 This occurred after a statewide

“ The minimum number of proponents listed on the notice of intention is 50, or equal
to five times the number of signatures required to have been filed on the nomination
paper of the officer sought to be recalled, whichever is higher.”

State of California, 202430
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energy crisis in 2001 and public concern over the state budget. 31 Ted Costa, the primary
proponent of the recall petition, published a proposal for the recall of Governor Gary Davis,
stating the reasoning behind this decision to be:

The recall petition began circulating in March 2003 and was confirmed as meeting the

requisite number of signatures on 24 July 2003. 32

The recall election was held 7 October 2003 and resulted in 54.6% of voters favouring
removing Governor Gary Davis from office, with Arnold Schwarzenegger being elected as

the replacement candidate with 48.5% of the vote from a pool of 135 candidates. 33 34

2021 gubernatorial recall election

State Republicans in California acted as proponents in recall proceedings to recall

Democrat Governor Gavin Newsom in 2021. 35 The Notice of Intention stated:

The recall petition met the signature requirements and a recall election was scheduled for
14 September 2021. 62% of voters at the recall election were in favour of retaining

Governor Gavin Newsom and as such the recall attempt failed. 37

Further attempts to recall Governor Gavin Newsom have been launched since 2021. Most
recently, in January 2025, following California's response to the wildfires. The threshold for
initiating recall proceedings was passed with the petition still to be launched at the time of

writing 38 .

Recall of local level representatives

Chapter three of the Procedures for Recalling State and Local Officials outlines the

“ Gross mismanagement of California finances by overspending taxpayers’ money,
threatening public safety by cutting funds to local governments, failing to account for
the exorbitant cost of the energy fiasco, and failing in general to deal with the state's
major problems until they get to the crisis stage. California should not have to be
known as the state with poor schools, traffic jams, outrageous utility bills, and huge
debts… all caused by gross mismanagement.”

Lawrence , 200331

“ Governor Newsom has implemented laws which are detrimental to the citizens of
this state and our way of life. Laws he endorsed favour foreign nationals, in our
country illegally, over that of our own citizens. People in this state suffer the highest
taxes in the nation, the highest homelessness rates, and the lowest quality of life as a
result. He has imposed sanctuary state status and fails to enforce immigration laws.
He unilaterally over-ruled the will of the people regarding the death penalty. He seeks
to impose additional burdens on our state by the following: removing the protections of
Proposition 13, rationing our water use, increasing taxes and restricting parental
rights. Having no other recourse, we the people have come together to take this
action, remedy these misdeeds and prevent further injustices.”

Office of California Secretary of State, 202136
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framework for triggering and carrying out recall efforts within the state of California at a

local level. 30 It is reasonably similar to the procedure for recalling state level officials. In
the state of California, a local level representative includes elected officers of a city, county,

school district, community college district, or other special district. 30

The process starts with proponents of the recall of a certain elected representative

creating a Notice of Intention. 30 This notice provides the relevant electorate with the

proponents' reasoning on why the representative should be recalled. 30 It must be
distributed in the relevant electoral area and needs to gather a specific number of valid

signatures before a recall petition can be circulated. 30 The signature requirements for the
Notice of Intention are outlined in the Procedures for Recalling State and Local Officials as
follows:

The Notice of Intention must be published in a “newspaper of general circulation” in the

area where the recall election may take place. 30 If there is no newspaper, it must be made

visible within three places open to public access in the area. 30 Within seven days of this

publication the official who is at risk of recall must reply to the Notice of Intention. 30

The recall petition is circulated in the representative's electoral area. 30 The recall petition

includes the Notice of Intention and the representative's reply to the Notice of Intention. 30

The number of signatures required to successfully trigger a recall election is dependent on

total number of registered voters in the electoral area. 30 The proportion of registered
voters required to recall an elected representative for each population size is set out in the

Procedures for Recalling State and Local Officials, as follows:
30

The timescale for acquiring signatures is also dependent on the number of registered

voters in the electoral area. 30 These timescales are outlined below:

“ The appropriate number of valid signatures: (1) For a local office where the
number of registered voters in the electoral jurisdiction is at least 100,000, the
minimum number of proponents listed on the notice of intention is 50, or equal to five
times the number of signatures required to have been filed on the nomination paper of
the officer sought to be recalled, whichever is higher. (2) For a local office where
the number of registered voters in the electoral jurisdiction is at least 1,000 but less
than 100,000, the minimum number of proponents listed on the notice of intention is
30, or equal to three times the number of signatures required to have been filed on the
nomination paper of the officer sought to be recalled, whichever is higher. (3) For
a local office where the number of registered voters in the electoral jurisdiction is less
than 1,000, the minimum number of proponents listed on the notice of intention is 30.”

State of California, 202430

“ a) Thirty percent (30%) if the registration is less than 1,000. (b) Twenty-five percent
(25%) if the registration is less than 10,000 but at least 1,000. (c) Twenty percent
(20%) if the registration is less than 50,000 but at least 10,000. (d) Fifteen percent
(15%) if the registration is less than 100,000 but at least 50,000. (e) Ten percent
(10%) if the registration is 100,000 or above.”

State of California, 202430
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The recall petition is then verified by election officials following the deadline to file the
petition. A certificate of sufficiency is granted if the petition is found to be valid. Within 14
days of receiving this the governing body which calls elections for the officeholder subject
to recall must confirm that a recall election will be held. The election must take place no
less than 88 and no more than 125 days upon the governing body confirming that it will be

taking place. 30

During the recall election, voters decide whether to remove the officer from office. Voters

may also indicate a preferred successor. 30 The recall is successful if more than 50% of

the votes indicate the representative should be removed from office. 30

North Dakota

The North Dakota Constitution permits the recall of any state-level elected official (e.g.,

Governor, Members of the State Assembly, State Senators) 39 . A recall petition with
signatures amounting to 25 percent of the votes cast in the last gubernatorial election

within the official's electoral district are required to initiate a recall. 40 Each recall petition

requires a sponsoring committee of five members and a chairperson. 41 The recall petition

can collect signatures for one year. 41 Recall petitions with the requisite number of
signatures are filed with the Secretary of State and if deemed valid, the official subject to

recall has a 10-day period during which they may choose to resign. 41

Recall elections in North Dakota are contested between the incumbent and any nominated

candidates. 41 The candidate with the majority of votes assumes the office for the

remainder of the term. 41 An official cannot face a recall petition more than once in the

same term. 41

North Dakota Recall Election 1921

This was the first case of a recall mechanism being used to remove a State Governor

in the United States. 42 The recall removed three NPL (Non-Partisan League)
politicians, Governor Lynn Frazier, Attorney General William Lemke and the

Commissioner of Agriculture and Labour John. N. Hagan. 42 The opposition party to
the NPL known as the Independent Voters Association met the requisite levels of

statewide support to call for a special recall election. 42 The legislation to instate recall

elections in North Dakota had passed a year prior with the support of the NPL. 42

“ (a) 40 days if the electoral jurisdiction has less than 1,000 registered voters. (b) 60
days if the electoral jurisdiction has less than 5,000 registered voters but at least
1,000. (c) 90 days if the electoral jurisdiction has less than 10,000 registered voters
but at least 5,000. (d) 120 days if the electoral jurisdiction has less than 50,000
registered voters but at least 10,000. (e) 160 days if the electoral jurisdiction has
50,000 registered voters or more””

State of California, 202430
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Wisconsin

The Constitution of Wisconsin grants citizens the right to recall any elected official

provided the official has completed at least one year in office. 43 If a recall election is
conducted and the elected official remains in office, they cannot be subjected to another

recall attempt during the same term in which the initial recall was unsuccessful. 43

2012 Wisconsin Recall Effort

Republican Governor Scott Walker faced a recall effort in 2012 due to opposition from
parts of the electorate and trade unions following policy decisions that stripped public

sector trade unions within the state of most powers. 44 Proponents of the recall
argued that this policy was not included in his campaign and that he had no mandate
the make this change to policy with such economic impact. Governor Walker argued

that it was necessary to keep the state budget balanced. 44

The successful campaign for recall petition signatures was supported by Democrats
and received close to one million signatures from 4.4 million eligible voters in 60 days.
44 The recall effort went to a state-wide recall election where 54% of voters supported

Governor Walker staying in office. 45 Therefore, the recall was unsuccessful, and

Governor Walker retained his elected office. 45

Latvia

The national parliament of Latvia, the Saiema, uses a party-list proportional representation

system to return members to the legislature. 46 Article 14 of the Constitution of Latvia

allows for the recall of the entire Saiema, but not individual members. 47 The Constitution
of Latvia (in translation) sets out the following regulations on the timing of a recall
referendum:

The constitutional power allowing for an electorate-initiated recall election has not been
used. However, the President of Latvia also has the constitutional power to propose the
dissolution of the Saeima and call a referendum on the matter (see Constitution of Latvia

Article 48). 47 This was used for the first time in 2011. The referendum passed in favour of

“ Not less than one tenth of electors has the right to initiate a national referendum
regarding recalling of the Saeima. If the majority of voters and at least two thirds of the
number of the voters who participated in the last elections of the Saeima vote in the
national referendum regarding recalling of the Saeima, then the Saeima shall be
deemed recalled. The right to initiate a national referendum regarding recalling of the
Saeima may not be exercised one year after the convening of the Saeima and one
year before the end of the term of office of the Saeima, during the last six months of
the term of office of the President, as well as earlier than six months after the previous
national referendum regarding recalling of the Saeima. The electors may not recall
any individual member of the Saeima.”

Constitutional Court of the Republic of Latvia, 201648
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parliamentary dissolution. 49

British Columbia, Canada

British Columbia is the only province or territory in Canada which has a system of recall to
remove a Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) from office between elections. It is

provided for by the Recall and Initiative Act 1996. 50

There are no conditions of justification for a recall petition to be proposed, although
petitions cannot be initiated within the first 18 months of an MLA being elected whether at
a general election or by-election and cannot be submitted if there is a general election

scheduled within the next six months. 50 Only one election resulting from a successful

recall petition can be held in an electoral district between general elections. 50

The petition organiser must provide a statement of 200 words or fewer to say why they

believe the MLA should be removed. 50 The petition organiser or a registered canvasser

then collects signatures from other eligible registered voters in their electoral district. 50 A
successful recall petition in British Colombia is required to collect signatures from 40% of

eligible voters. 50 The legislation sets out that in order to sign a recall petition the
individual:

The Recall and Initiative Act also provides for the expense limits at recall elections. An
election because of a recall is held in accordance with section 35 of the Constitution Act -

this is a by-election held in accordance with the usual conventions and within 90 days. 51

In 2018, the Recall and Initiative Act was amended to bring spending at recall elections in

line with other elections. 52 The Recall and Initiative Amendment Act banned corporate
and union donations to recall elections and restricted advertising rules which had had no

spending limits during recall elections. 52 The Act also provided that only eligible

individuals can make contributions to a maximum of $1200 per year. 52 An eligible
individual is a resident of British Columbia and a Canadian citizen or permanent resident.

Recall advertising sponsors are limited to $5,000 during a recall petition period. 52

Since the introduction of the Act there have been 30 attempts to launch recall petitions

against MLAs. 53 However, there has only ever been one attempt which has met the quota
for required signatures. This was in 1998 when representative Paul Reitsma faced a recall
petition that required 17,048 signatures, and which subsequently received 25,430
signatures across the two-month allocated period. The petition failed to trigger a by-

election as Reitsma resigned during its verification process. 54

A report by Elections B.C. stated the cost of administering four recall petitions for the fiscal

years 2010/11 and 2011/12 as: 55

“ (a) must have been a registered voter for the electoral district for which the Member
was elected on final voting day for the last election of the Member, and (b) on the date
the individual signs the petition, must be a registered voter for an electoral district in
British Columbia.”

Statutes, Regulations, Bills, and Gazette of British Columbia, 199650
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• Oak Bay- Gordon Head $109,460 ($2.85 per registered voter)

• Comox Valley $20,503 ($0.42 per registered voter)

• Kamloops-North Thompson $25,525 ($0.67 per registered voter)

• Maple Ridge-Mission $7986 ($0.23 per registered voter).

Venezuela

The National Assembly of Venezuela uses a mixed-majoritarian electoral system to return

its 165 members. 56 The Constitution of Venezuela (last amended in 2009) provides for
recall petitions to be initiated against any elected representative, including the President.
Specifically, Article 72 of the Constitution (in translation) states:

Recall petitions can be initiated at any time after the midpoint of the elected

representative’s term of office and before the beginning of their last year of office. 57 A
recall petition against an elected representative can only be filed once in each term of

office. 57 Where an individual elected representative is removed by recall petition, new
elections may take place for seats elected through plurality or a substitute may be selected

where the seat is elected by closed list (in accordance with the Constitution). 57

Recall referenda have been proposed and held in Venezuela several times since 1999.
Academic research monitoring recall attempts in Venezuela between 1999 and 2013

reports that there were approximately 167 attempts with 10 eventual votes. 58 This data
does not disaggregate by elected official (e.g., President, National Assembly Deputy, or
State-level Elected Representative) or the electoral system used to elect or replace an

elected representative (e.g., plurality or closed list). 58

Recall attempts in Venezuela (particularly those against the sitting President) have been
highly contentious and resulted in further constitutional disruption in the National Assembly

and judiciary (e.g., the 2017 Venezuelan Constitutional Crisis). 59

Germany

Direct recall of elected representatives is available at the state (lander) level in Germany

“ Once one-half of the term of office to which an official has been elected has elapsed,
a number of voters representing at least 20% of the registered voters in the affected
constituency may petition for the calling of a referendum to revoke that official's
mandate. When a number of voters equal to or greater than the number of those who
elected the official vote in favour of the recall, provided that a number of voters equal
to or greater than 25% of the total number of registered voters vote in the recall
referendum, the official's mandate shall be deemed revoked and immediate action
shall be taken to fill the permanent vacancy as provided for by this Constitution and by
law.”

constitutionproject.org, 200957
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for certain elected representatives. 11 of the 16 states in Germany have legislation to allow

for recall of Mayors. 60 However, out of the 11 states that permit recall, only four allow for
recalls initiated by citizens; the remaining states require the legislature or Municipal
Council to initiate the recall of the Mayor.

Direct, or citizen-initiated, mayoral recall was first introduced in Brandenburg in 1993.
Following this, Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein adopted recall procedures in 1995. In
Brandenburg, the signature quota for a recall to be valid was set at 10%, whereas in
Saxony it required one third of the eligible electorate. Similarly, approval quotas vary, with

only 25% needed in Brandenburg, in contrast to 50% in Saxony. 61 Mayoral recalls
initiated by Municipal Councils in these states generally need a majority of councillors to
vote in favour of a recall election, although this majority can range from an absolute

majority to a three-quarters super-majority, depending on the state. 60

The 16 federal states of Germany each have their own legislatures known as Landtags. In
Germany, the recall of state parliament members is possible in five states: Bavaria, Berlin,
Brandenburg, Bremen, and Rhineland-Palatinate. However, these states only permit the
recall of the entire legislature rather than individual members (see emphasis box for a case
study of the Landtag of Bavaria).

Recall in Bavaria

The Bavaria State legislature in Germany uses an open-list proportional

representation system for its party list seats. 62 The Constitution of Bavaria (Article 18,

Section 3) 63 provides for the recall of all elected representatives in the Landtag (the
Bavarian State Parliament). It does not provide for the recall of individual
representatives. Citizens can petition the State Ministry for a referendum to dismiss
the parliament. If the petition receives signatures from one million citizens entitled to
vote, then the parliament can be dismissed by a state-wide referendum. If the
referendum passes, elections to the legislature are expected to occur six weeks after
the dismissal of the parliament.

Japan

Local governance in Japan is organised through prefectures and municipalities. There are
47 prefectures which focus on the needs of the wider area, while the 1719 municipalities

deal with providing services locally. 64 Both levels of local governance are based on a

presidential system with officials being elected directly. 64 Recall in Japan is permitted at

all subnational levels of governance. 65

Between 1947 and 2014, Japan saw 1527 different attempts at initiating recall petitions

with 485 of these attempts leading to a recall election. 66
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Mexico

Article 35(IX) of the Constitution of Mexico provides for the recall of the President. 67 The
constitutional reform was made in 2019 and is known as the Revocation of the Mandate of

the President of the Republic. 68

The Constitution of Mexico provides that a presidential recall can only be initiated once
during a President's six-year term, and can only be initiated after the first three months of
the third year of the term. The recall petition must receive signatures from at least 3% of
the voters from the Nominal List of Electors, spread across a minimum of 17 of the 32
federal states. The National Electoral Institute has 30 days to validate and arrange a
referendum once these criteria are met.

A recall referendum is deemed successful if:

1. There is a voter turnout of at least 40%; and

2. the majority of votes are in favour of recall.

If the President is recalled, the President of Congress assumes the role of interim
President. The Chamber of Deputies and the Senate must then select a successor within
30 days to complete the Presidential term. The outcome of the recall can be contested at a
federal election tribunal.

The first presidential recall election in Mexico was held on 10 April 2022. Voters were
asked to decide if the incumbent President Andrés Manuel López Obrador should stay in

office and serve his full six-year term. 69 The recall referendum followed a successful recall

petition campaign promoted by the President. 70 More than 90% of the votes cast at the

recall referendum supported the President completing the six-year term. 71 However, even
if the majority had voted for the President's recall, it would have failed because the turnout

was only 19%, falling short of the 40% required by the Constitution. 71

Approaches to recall of elected representatives, SB 25-09

23



Bibliography
Ace Project. (2024). Electoral Systems. Retrieved from https://aceproject.org/main/english/
es/esy_uk.htm [accessed 21 June 2024]

1

Vandamme, P.E. (2020). Can the Recall Improve Electoral Representation?. Frontiers in
Political Science, 2. doi: https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/political-science/articles/
10.3389/fpos.2020.00006/full

2

Scottish Parliament. (2022). Proposed Removal from Office and Recall Scottish Parliament
Bill. Retrieved from https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/proposals-for-bills/proposed-
removal-from-office-and-recall-scottish-parliament-bill [accessed 21 June 2024]

3

Scottish Parliament. (2024). How MSPs are elected. Retrieved from
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/about-msps/how-msps-are-elected [accessed 27 June
2024]

4

legislation.gov.uk. (1998). Scotland Act. Retrieved from https://www.legislation.gov.uk/
ukpga/1998/46/contents [accessed 21 June 2024]

5

Scottish Parliament. (2022, September 22). Proposed Removal from Office and Recall
(Members of the Scottish Parliament) Bill – Graham Simpson MSP - Summary of
Consultation Responses. Retrieved from https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/
legislation/proposed-members-bills/summary-of-consultation-responsesremoval-and-recall-
of-members.pdf [accessed 21 June 2024]

6

Scottish Parliament. (2024, May 2). Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments
Committee Meeting date: Thursday, May 2, 2024. Retrieved from
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-
in-parliament/SPPAC-02-05-2024?meeting=15839 [accessed 21 June 2024]

7

legislation.gov.uk. (2015). Recall of MPs Act 2015 - Introduction. Retrieved from
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/25/
notes#:~:text=The%20Act%20sets%20out%20a,will%20trigger%20a%20by-election.
[accessed 21 June 2024]

8

The Electoral Comission. (2015). Introduction to Recall of MPs act 2015. Retrieved from
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-05/
Recall%20Act%20-%20initial%20factsheet%20-%20amended%20April%202021.pdf
[accessed 21 June 2024]

9

Kelly, R., & Johnston, N. (2024, March 26). Recall elections. Retrieved from
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn05089/ [accessed 21 June 2024]

10

UK Government. (2011, December). Recall of MPs Draft Bill. Retrieved from
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/62227/Recall_of_MPs_Draft_Bill.pdf [accessed 21 June 2024]

11

House of Commons Committee on Standards. (2018, July 17). Ian Paisley, Third Report of
Session 2017–19. Retrieved from https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/
cmselect/cmstandards/1397/1397.pdf [accessed 21 June 2024]

12

Approaches to recall of elected representatives, SB 25-09

24

https://aceproject.org/main/english/es/esy_uk.htm
https://aceproject.org/main/english/es/esy_uk.htm
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/proposals-for-bills/proposed-removal-from-office-and-recall-scottish-parliament-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/proposals-for-bills/proposed-removal-from-office-and-recall-scottish-parliament-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/about-msps/how-msps-are-elected
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/46/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/46/contents
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/proposed-members-bills/summary-of-consultation-responsesremoval-and-recall-of-members.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/proposed-members-bills/summary-of-consultation-responsesremoval-and-recall-of-members.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/proposed-members-bills/summary-of-consultation-responsesremoval-and-recall-of-members.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/SPPAC-02-05-2024?meeting=15839
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/SPPAC-02-05-2024?meeting=15839
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/25/notes#:~:text=The%20Act%20sets%20out%20a,will%20trigger%20a%20by-election.
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/25/notes#:~:text=The%20Act%20sets%20out%20a,will%20trigger%20a%20by-election.
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-05/Recall%20Act%20-%20initial%20factsheet%20-%20amended%20April%202021.pdf
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-05/Recall%20Act%20-%20initial%20factsheet%20-%20amended%20April%202021.pdf
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn05089/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/62227/Recall_of_MPs_Draft_Bill.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/62227/Recall_of_MPs_Draft_Bill.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmstandards/1397/1397.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmstandards/1397/1397.pdf


South Lanarkshire Council. (2023, October 6). Rutherglen and Hamilton West By-election
Results. Retrieved from https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/info/200237/elections/761/
previous_election_and_referenda_results/2 [accessed 21 June 2024]

13

The Times. (2023, April 6). How Tory MP offered to lobby for Gambling investors. Retrieved
from https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/tory-mp-scott-benton-lobbying-
investigation-ckhzrfqg0 [accessed 21 June 2024]

14

House of Commons Committee on Standards. (2023, December 14). Scott Benton.
Retrieved from https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/42581/documents/211708/
default/ [accessed 21 June 2024]

15

Senedd Cymru. (2023, September 18). Senedd Cymru (Members and Elections) Bill.
Retrieved from https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=41915
[accessed 27 June 2024]

16

Senedd Research. (2023, September 20). Senedd Cymru (Members and Elections) Bill: the
next steps for Senedd reform. Retrieved from https://research.senedd.wales/research-
articles/senedd-cymru-members-and-elections-bill-the-next-steps-for-senedd-reform/
[accessed 27 June 2024]

17

Senedd Research. (2024). Maps of Senedd constituencies and regions. Retrieved from
https://research.senedd.wales/maps/ [accessed 27 June 2024]

18

Senedd Cymru. (2024, May 8). Senedd Cymru (Members and Elections) Bill (as passed).
Retrieved from https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s150303/
Senedd%20Cymru%20Members%20and%20Elections%20Bill%20as%20passed.pdf
[accessed 27 June 2024]

19

Senedd Cymru. (2024, January). Senedd Cymru (Members and Elections) Bill Stage 1
Report by the Reform Bill Committee. Retrieved from https://senedd.wales/media/bupjpf3z/
cr-ld16271-e.pdf#page=212 [accessed 27 June 2024]

20

Senedd Cymru. (2024, March 5). Marshalled List of Amendments - 5 March 2024 (v2).
Retrieved from https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s145659/
Marshalled%20List%20of%20Amendments%205%20March%202024%20v2.pdf [accessed
27 June 2024]

21

Senedd Cymru. (2024, March 5). Committee of the Whole Senedd - 5 March 2024.
Retrieved from https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/14022#A700000833 [accessed 27
June 2024]

22

Senedd Cymru. (2024, April 30). Plenary - 30 April 2024. Retrieved from
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/13876#C586238 [accessed 27 June 2024]

23

Senedd Cymru. (2024, June 3). Individual Member Accountability. Retrieved from
http://seneddtest.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=43871&Opt=0
[accessed 27 June 2024]

24

Senedd Cymru. (2024, June 17). Standards of Conduct Committee - 17 June 2024.
Retrieved from https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/13960#A88988 [accessed 27 June
2024]

25

Approaches to recall of elected representatives, SB 25-09

25

https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/info/200237/elections/761/previous_election_and_referenda_results/2
https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/info/200237/elections/761/previous_election_and_referenda_results/2
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/tory-mp-scott-benton-lobbying-investigation-ckhzrfqg0
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/tory-mp-scott-benton-lobbying-investigation-ckhzrfqg0
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/42581/documents/211708/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/42581/documents/211708/default/
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=41915
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/senedd-cymru-members-and-elections-bill-the-next-steps-for-senedd-reform/
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/senedd-cymru-members-and-elections-bill-the-next-steps-for-senedd-reform/
https://research.senedd.wales/maps/
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s150303/Senedd%20Cymru%20Members%20and%20Elections%20Bill%20as%20passed.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s150303/Senedd%20Cymru%20Members%20and%20Elections%20Bill%20as%20passed.pdf
https://senedd.wales/media/bupjpf3z/cr-ld16271-e.pdf#page=212
https://senedd.wales/media/bupjpf3z/cr-ld16271-e.pdf#page=212
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s145659/Marshalled%20List%20of%20Amendments%205%20March%202024%20v2.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s145659/Marshalled%20List%20of%20Amendments%205%20March%202024%20v2.pdf
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/14022#A700000833
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/13876#C586238
http://seneddtest.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=43871&Opt=0
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/13960#A88988


Senedd Cymru. (2024, June 10). Standards of Conduct Committee - 10 June 2024.
Retrieved from https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/14695#A88770 [accessed 27 June
2024]

26

Welsh Parliament. (2025, January 29). Individual Member Accountability - Recall. Retrieved
from https://senedd.wales/media/qmbks1nv/cr-ld16929-e.pdf [accessed 11 February 2025]

27

Ballotpedia. (2023). Laws Governing Recall. Retrieved from https://ballotpedia.org/
Laws_governing_recall#cite_note-recallblog-1 [accessed 21 June 2024]

28

California Legislative Information. (1976). State Constitution of California. Retrieved from
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/
codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&division=&title=&part=&chapter=&article=II
[accessed 21 June 2024]

29

State of California. (2024, January). Prodcedures for Recalling State and Local Officials.
Retrieved from https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/recalls/recall-procedures-guide.pdf
[accessed 21 June 2024]

30

Lawrence , D.G. (2003). California's crazy recall. Retrieved from https://www.westmont.edu/
californias-crazy-recall

31

The New York Times. (2003). California Sets Recall Vote Date and Resolves Ballot Issue.
Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2003/07/24/national/california-sets-recall-vote-
date-and-resolves-ballot-issue.html [accessed 21 June 2024]

32

California Secretary of State. (2003). Statement of Vote. Retrieved from
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/sov/2003-special/sov-complete.pdf [accessed 21 June
2024]

33

California Statewide Special Election (Web Archive). (2003). Recall information: List of
candidates. Retrieved from https://web.archive.org/web/20110811140805/
http://vote2003.sos.ca.gov/recall/1-3-candidates.html [accessed 21 June 2024]

34

National Conference of State Legislatures . (2021, September 15). Recall of State officials .
Retrieved from https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/recall-of-state-officials
[accessed 21 June 2024]

35

Office of California Secretary of State. (2021, July). Proponents’ Statement of Reasons for
the Recall and the Governor’s Answer. Retrieved from https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/
ccrov/2021/july/21082ha.pdf [accessed 21 June 2024]

36

CNN. (2021). Election Center 2021: California Recall. Retrieved from
https://edition.cnn.com/election/2021/results/california [accessed 21 June 2024]

37

Newsweek. (2025, January 31). Gavin Newsom Notified of Intent to Recall as Petition
Reaches Target. Retrieved from https://www.newsweek.com/gavin-newsom-recall-petition-
wildfires-target-signatures-2023987 [accessed 11 February 2025]

38

Legislature of North Dakota. (n.d.) Constitution of North Dakota. Retrieved from
https://ndlegis.gov/constitution [accessed 11 February 2025]

39

Approaches to recall of elected representatives, SB 25-09

26

https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/14695#A88770
https://senedd.wales/media/qmbks1nv/cr-ld16929-e.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_recall#cite_note-recallblog-1
https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_recall#cite_note-recallblog-1
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&division=&title=&part=&chapter=&article=II
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&division=&title=&part=&chapter=&article=II
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/recalls/recall-procedures-guide.pdf
https://www.westmont.edu/californias-crazy-recall
https://www.westmont.edu/californias-crazy-recall
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/07/24/national/california-sets-recall-vote-date-and-resolves-ballot-issue.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/07/24/national/california-sets-recall-vote-date-and-resolves-ballot-issue.html
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/sov/2003-special/sov-complete.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20110811140805/http://vote2003.sos.ca.gov/recall/1-3-candidates.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20110811140805/http://vote2003.sos.ca.gov/recall/1-3-candidates.html
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/recall-of-state-officials
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ccrov/2021/july/21082ha.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ccrov/2021/july/21082ha.pdf
https://edition.cnn.com/election/2021/results/california
https://www.newsweek.com/gavin-newsom-recall-petition-wildfires-target-signatures-2023987
https://www.newsweek.com/gavin-newsom-recall-petition-wildfires-target-signatures-2023987
https://ndlegis.gov/constitution


North Dakota Secretary of State. (2023). North Dakota Votes 2024: RECALLING AN
ELECTED OFFICIAL OF THE STATE OR A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION. Retrieved from
https://vip.sos.nd.gov/pdfs/Portals/recalling.pdf [accessed 21 June 2024]

40

Ballotpedia. (2024). Laws governing recall in North Dakota. Retrieved from
https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_recall_in_North_Dakota [accessed 21 June 2024]

41

North Dakota State Library. (2024, May). Exhibit - "Education Not Politics": Special Recall
Election of 1921. Retrieved from https://library-nd.libguides.com/EducationNotPolitics/
recall1921 [accessed 21 June 2024]

42

Ballotpedia. (2024). Laws governing recall in Wisconsin. Retrieved from
https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_recall_in_Wisconsin [accessed 21 June 2024]

43

Reuters. (2012, March). Why is Wisconsin governor facing a recall election?. Retrieved
from https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSBRE82T137/ [accessed 21 June 2024]

44

Politico. (2012, June 6). Wisconsin Recall: Walker Wins. Retrieved from
https://www.politico.com/story/2012/06/wisconsin-recall-stokes-high-turnout-077085
[accessed 21 June 2024]

45

Council of Europe. (2018). Latvia electoral system. Retrieved from https://www.coe.int/en/
web/electoral-assistance/elecdata-latvia [accessed 21 June 2024]

46

constitutionproject.org. (2016). Latvia's Constitution of 1922, Reinstated in 1991, with
Amendments through 2016. Retrieved from https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/
Latvia_2016.pdf?lang=en [accessed 21 June 2024]

47

Constitutional Court of the Republic of Latvia. (2016). The Constitution of the Republic of
Latvia. Retrieved from https://www.satv.tiesa.gov.lv/en/2016/02/04/the-constitution-of-the-
republic-of-latvia/ [accessed 21 June 2024]

48

Foundation Robert Schuman. (2011). The Latvians approve en masse the dissolution of
their parliament.. Retrieved from https://old.robert-schuman.eu//en/doc/oee/oee-711-en.pdf
[accessed 21 June 2024]

49

Statutes, Regulations, Bills, and Gazette of British Columbia. (1996). Recall and Initiative
Act. Retrieved from https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/
96398_00 [accessed 21 June 2024]

50

Statutes, Regulations, Bills, and Gazette of British Columbia. (1996). Constitution Act.
Retrieved from https://bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96066_01
[accessed 21 June 2024]

51

Elections British Columbia. (2018, November 9). Recall and Initiative Amendment Act.
Retrieved from chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/rcl/recall-and-initiative-amendment-act-2018.pdf [accessed 11
February 2025]

52

Elections British Columbia. (2024). Recall. Retrieved from https://elections.bc.ca/events-
services/recall/ [accessed 21 June 2024]

53

Approaches to recall of elected representatives, SB 25-09

27

https://vip.sos.nd.gov/pdfs/Portals/recalling.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_recall_in_North_Dakota
https://library-nd.libguides.com/EducationNotPolitics/recall1921
https://library-nd.libguides.com/EducationNotPolitics/recall1921
https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_recall_in_Wisconsin
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSBRE82T137/
https://www.politico.com/story/2012/06/wisconsin-recall-stokes-high-turnout-077085
https://www.coe.int/en/web/electoral-assistance/elecdata-latvia
https://www.coe.int/en/web/electoral-assistance/elecdata-latvia
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Latvia_2016.pdf?lang=en
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Latvia_2016.pdf?lang=en
https://www.satv.tiesa.gov.lv/en/2016/02/04/the-constitution-of-the-republic-of-latvia/
https://www.satv.tiesa.gov.lv/en/2016/02/04/the-constitution-of-the-republic-of-latvia/
https://old.robert-schuman.eu//en/doc/oee/oee-711-en.pdf
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96398_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96398_00
https://bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96066_01
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://elections.bc.ca/docs/rcl/recall-and-initiative-amendment-act-2018.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://elections.bc.ca/docs/rcl/recall-and-initiative-amendment-act-2018.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/events-services/recall/
https://elections.bc.ca/events-services/recall/


Elections British Columbia. (2023). Summary of Recall Petitions. Retrieved from
https://www.elections.bc.ca/docs/rcl/Summary-of-Recall-Petitions.pdf [accessed 21 June
2024]

54

Elections British Columbia. (2011). Report of the Chief Electoral Officer on the Recall
Petitions. Retrieved from https://elections.bc.ca/docs/rpt/2011-CEO-Recall-Report.pdf
[accessed 21 June 2024]

55

Political Database of the Americas. (2011). Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Retrieved
from https://pdba.georgetown.edu/ElecSys/Venezuela/venezuela.html [accessed 21 June
2024]

56

constitutionproject.org. (2009). Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)'s Constitution of 1999
with Amendments through 2009. Retrieved from https://www.constituteproject.org/
constitution/Venezuela_2009.pdf?lang=en [accessed 21 June 2024]

57

Welp, Y., & Whitehead, L. (2020). The Recall Revival and Its Mixed Implications for
Democracy: Evidence from Latin America. The Politics of Recall Elections. doi:
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-37610-9_9

58

European Parliament. (2017, December). The political crisis in Venezuela. Retrieved from
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/608791/
EPRS_BRI%282017%29608791_EN.pdf [accessed 21 June 2024]

59

Geiseel, B. (2018). Recall in Germany: explaining the use of a local democratic innovation.
Retrieved from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/
327748229_Recall_in_Germany_explaining_the_use_of_a_local_democratic_innovation

60

ResearchGate. (2020). Explaining Insitiutional Change Towards Recall In Germany.
Retrieved from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/
339536918_Explaining_Institutional_Change_Towards_Recall_in_Germany

61

Bayerischer Landtag. (2024). The electoral system. Retrieved from
https://www.bayern.landtag.de/en/members/state-elections-1/ [accessed 21 June 2024]

62

Bayern Landtag. (2014). Constitution of the Free State of Bavaria in the version announced
on 15 December 1998. Retrieved from https://www.bayern.landtag.de/fileadmin/
Internet_Dokumente/Sonstiges_P/BV_Verfassung_Englisch_formatiert_14-12-16.pdf
[accessed 21 June 2024]

63

Council of Local Authorities for International Relations. (2013). An Outline of Local
Government in Japan. Retrieved from https://www.clair.or.jp/j/forum/pub/docs/
m_fact_en02.pdf [accessed 21 June 2024]

64

Council of Europe . (2019). REPORT ON THE RECALL OF MAYORS AND LOCAL
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES. Retrieved from https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/
documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2019)011rev-e

65

Okamoto, M., & Serdult, U. (2020). Recall in Japan as a Measure of Vertical Accountability.
Retrieved from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/
339535227_Recall_in_Japan_as_a_Measure_of_Vertical_Accountability [accessed 21
June 2024]

66

Approaches to recall of elected representatives, SB 25-09

28

https://www.elections.bc.ca/docs/rcl/Summary-of-Recall-Petitions.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/rpt/2011-CEO-Recall-Report.pdf
https://pdba.georgetown.edu/ElecSys/Venezuela/venezuela.html
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Venezuela_2009.pdf?lang=en
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Venezuela_2009.pdf?lang=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/608791/EPRS_BRI%282017%29608791_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/608791/EPRS_BRI%282017%29608791_EN.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327748229_Recall_in_Germany_explaining_the_use_of_a_local_democratic_innovation
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327748229_Recall_in_Germany_explaining_the_use_of_a_local_democratic_innovation
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339536918_Explaining_Institutional_Change_Towards_Recall_in_Germany
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339536918_Explaining_Institutional_Change_Towards_Recall_in_Germany
https://www.bayern.landtag.de/en/members/state-elections-1/
https://www.bayern.landtag.de/fileadmin/Internet_Dokumente/Sonstiges_P/BV_Verfassung_Englisch_formatiert_14-12-16.pdf
https://www.bayern.landtag.de/fileadmin/Internet_Dokumente/Sonstiges_P/BV_Verfassung_Englisch_formatiert_14-12-16.pdf
https://www.clair.or.jp/j/forum/pub/docs/m_fact_en02.pdf
https://www.clair.or.jp/j/forum/pub/docs/m_fact_en02.pdf
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2019)011rev-e
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2019)011rev-e
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339535227_Recall_in_Japan_as_a_Measure_of_Vertical_Accountability
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339535227_Recall_in_Japan_as_a_Measure_of_Vertical_Accountability


CÁMARA DE DIPUTADOS DEL H. CONGRESO DE LA UNIÓN. (2024). CONSTITUCIÓN
POLÍTICA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS MEXICANOS. Retrieved from
https://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/CPEUM.pdf [accessed 21 June 2024]

67

Diario Oficial de la Federación. (2019, December 20). DECRETO por el que se declara
reformadas y adicionadas diversas disposiciones de la Constitución Política de los Estados
Unidos Mexicanos, en materia de Consulta Popular y Revocación de Mandato.. Retrieved
from https://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5582486&fecha=20/12/2019#gsc.tab=0
[accessed 21 June 2024]

68

Civicus Lens. (2022). President López Obrador fails to benefit from manipulating direct
democracy mechanism. Retrieved from https://lens.civicus.org/mexico-recall-referendum-
ruse-leaves-no-one-satisfied/ [accessed 21 June 2024]

69

FRANCE 24. (2022, January 18). Mexican presidential recall referendum wins enough
support: poll body. Retrieved from https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/
20220118-mexican-presidential-recall-referendum-wins-enough-support-poll-body
[accessed 21 June 2024]

70

BBC News. (2022, April 11). López Obrador wins Mexico recall vote amid low turnout.
Retrieved from https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-61065967 [accessed 21
June 2024]

71

Approaches to recall of elected representatives, SB 25-09

29

https://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/CPEUM.pdf
https://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5582486&fecha=20/12/2019#gsc.tab=0
https://lens.civicus.org/mexico-recall-referendum-ruse-leaves-no-one-satisfied/
https://lens.civicus.org/mexico-recall-referendum-ruse-leaves-no-one-satisfied/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220118-mexican-presidential-recall-referendum-wins-enough-support-poll-body
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220118-mexican-presidential-recall-referendum-wins-enough-support-poll-body
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-61065967


This SPICe briefing has been prepared by Bruce McCall as part of a work experience
placement in the Environment, Rural, Constitution and International team in SPICe.
The briefing includes previously drafted material from SPICe Research, some of
which may already be published.

1

Approaches to recall of elected representatives, SB 25-09

30



Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) Briefings are compiled for the benefit of the
Members of the Parliament and their personal staff. Authors are available to discuss the contents
of these papers with MSPs and their staff who should contact Sarah McKay on telephone number
85471 or sarah.mckay@parliament.scot.
Members of the public or external organisations may comment on this briefing by emailing us at
SPICe@parliament.scot. However, researchers are unable to enter into personal discussion in
relation to SPICe Briefing Papers. If you have any general questions about the work of the
Parliament you can email the Parliament’s Public Information Service at sp.info@parliament.scot.
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in SPICe briefings is correct at the
time of publication. Readers should be aware however that briefings are not necessarily updated or
otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes.


	SPICe Briefing
	Pàipear-ullachaidh SPICe
	Approaches to recall of elected representatives
	Contents
	Summary
	Proposal to introduce a recall mechanism for Members of the Scottish Parliament
	Recall mechanisms in the United Kingdom
	Recall of Members of Parliament (House of Commons, UK Parliament)
	Consideration of recall during the Senedd Cymru (Members and Elections) Bill
	Senedd Cymru Standards of Conduct Committee inquiry on Individual Member Accountability


	International examples of recall mechanisms
	United States of America
	California
	Recall of state level representatives
	2003 gubernatorial recall election
	2021 gubernatorial recall election

	Recall of local level representatives

	North Dakota
	Wisconsin

	Latvia
	British Columbia, Canada
	Venezuela
	Germany
	Japan
	Mexico

	Bibliography
	

